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TO MY 


Much-Eſteemed FRIE ND,, | 
Mrs. PARRY. 


1 Ever Was, Madam, nd 

TT. ever ſhall be, of the: 
Opinion, that a gene- 
rous Friendſhip , hike 
that wherewith Vu have bo- 
| nourd me ever ſince I had firſt 
: | the. Happineſs of your Acquaint- 
ance, certainly, in Gratitude; calls 
* ſome Return- Many are the: 
n Cour 


* 


** 


DEDICATION. | 


_ Courtefſes which haue been con- 
ferr d upon me, both by Jou and: 
urs. The Debt J acknowledge; 
and ſhall uſe my Endeavours to 
acquit myſelf of ſo many unmerited. 
Obligations... 


Lill ſome Occaſion of ſuch an 
Acquittance ſhall offer, I muſt in- 
treat your kind Acceptance of the 
Trifle I now have in my Power 
p14 tender 5 not in any wiſe meant 
ing it as in Part of Payment, hut 
rather as a Remembrance, and in 
_ Conſequence of a Promiſe I once 
made Tou, when, at your agreca- 
ble Seat, NEVM-BOux ps, I met 
with ſuch generous Entertain- 
ment from the hoſpitable Lady 
© your Mother, and the reſt of that 
n Fan. 


r . 
LEA | 


leave to the Judgment of thoſe 
- who will be at the Pains of look- 
| ing it over 4 But; if You vouch- 


rus d ny Verfion in. Manmſoripr, 


DE DICATTLO N. 


When I gave that Hint, I in- 
tended You ſomething more ſolid, 


and. better adapted to your. G- 
mus: But meeting wu this Hi- 


ſtorical Novel, at a Tuntfure whey. 


had more leiſure Time upon my: 
Hands than | car d for, I likd 


it ſo well, that, upon a ſecond 
Review, I determin'd_ to natu- 


ralize it. | 


Ho I have ſaetesded, I muſt 


ſafe it a favourable Reception, 
and it affords Tou a few Minutes 


Amuſement, the chief of my Fnds 


are anſaner l. 
Several to whom I have len 


the Original, and others aubo pe- 


Join 


DEDICATION: 


join with me in my Sentiments, 
that the Piece, for the moving and- 
beautiful Incidents, and the natural. 
Tuſtneſs of the 2 principal Cha- 
 ratters, is inferior to few, if to a- 
ny of 15 Kind; and tha af touch'd. 
over by a Maſterly H. it con- 
' tains what might make a ſbining 
Figure upon our Theatre. 
The French Gentleman who. 
wrote it, affirms, he was indebted 
for his Materials to the Burgun- 
dian Fliftortans,. and that the Bk 
| of the: Story is Fact. And as for 
the little Tragick Tak which fol- 
bas it, I met with it in a French 
| Author, ah delivers it for real 
Hiſtory. 


As it is to be hop'd, that among 
the fair Sex there are feaw to be met 


awith of. the ( Haracter of this mar | 
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DEDICATION. 


hen Ducheſs, who bears ſo great 
4 Part in this Hi ry, ITY by 
abandoning herſelf to her irregu= 
lar and 52 Paſftions, occa- 

d ſuch a dire Cataſir be; ons 
ad be doubteu, e tay 
is able to produce mauy Imitators 
of the virtuous but unfortunate\ 
Laura. 8 uxorious Duke has too 
many of his own Stamp, to permit us: 
2 Tre at his bein ſo fly im- 
pos d on by an artful Woman, anbo 
had fÞut the Door ag 4 5% all Senſe” 
9. 2 and as for the faithful, 

. Vaudray, hom beau- 

and irreproachable foever the 


oor his Character may be, and 
how great ſoever the Tryal be Ws 
putt to, yet, methinks, he merits 175 
Cenſure font oh ng a Secret of 
= 2 60 Perſon dent 
3 


555 DEDICATION. 


whoſe credulons, dimdent Diſboſi-- 
eee had Rea . to he 72 . 
achuainted. 57 7 he ought ta have 
been appriz'd of the Danger of 
9.2 ns of ſuch- C 4 
quence 4vith" an amorous Husband 
in his declining Tears; whoſe Wife, 
(as he adas very well afſur d) was 
pertmacroufly bent to know the Bot- 
tom of it. | But, inſtead of moral- Y 
izing, 1 = to leave Lou to paſs: 
rf . gment. | | 
| * am ſenfeble of the Error F 
commit, firſt, in offering a Novel to 
4 Perſon whoſe Taſte is turn d 
a quits different Way; and, ſecondly, 
in tendering a Tranſlation to one 
who is ſo nice and compleat-. a 


> wv WS a. a K HH wu I tu S BS Wn 


| dge of the Original: But I am, 7 
” Hkewiſe, ſenſible of your Gooaneſs ;. a 


s I decline farther Apology... 
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. DEDICATION. 
- . I might now, and that wit haut 


- | the leaſt Partiality; ſay ſomething 


F the perſonal Merit and Qualifi- 
ru of 2 Perſon I have pitch d 
on to patronize this little Tragsck 
Narrative : But, as Tou know I 
have no Talent for. Panegyrick, ſo 
T alſo well know, that ſhould I at- 
zempt any Encomiums of that Kind, 
tho. ever. ſo juſt, Ton would be ſo. 


. | far from reliſbing that modiſb, 
I faſhionable r that Te = | 


5 


would, I fear, be apt to brand me 
With being in a fair Way to a State. 
of Degeneracy, and of dwindling, 
into what is no leſs my Averſion, 
than I know it to be Yours, I 
mean a Sycophant. OO 

That I may not, therefore, lo 


liable to fo efted an Epithet, 


and to avoid putting you. to the 


DEDICATION, , 


Bluſh, I ſhall only doyou the Ju- 
ll ftice to agree with the Sentiments 
of all aubo I. the Honour 
your Acquaint ance; That if, when 
Vu can call Y ourſolf a Mother, 
Tour Conduct in that Charatter, 
proves anſwerable to what I know 
of you as a Daughter, a Siſter, . a 
Wife, and à Friend, [.fball ac- 
knowledge, - that I Know not 
Lady hoſe Example, on all 
#heſe Accounts, as well as for 
her -excellont Oeconomy, deſerves q 
mone-to o be  follow'@ a as a Model. * 
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V BR was Fare 
with a more apparent Ruin, 
Mi chan under the Reign of Pur 
Err Avevs:rys, when the 
2 fee . 
'd 
d out an infallble Sche 
that Prince, and of diſmems 
AY 


Joux, 


— . 

Jonx, ſurnam'd Sa Ns-TERRRH (or Lack- 
Land) King of England, the implacable 
2 to that Crown, had ſo often expe- 
riene d its Strength, that finding himſelf 
too feeble alone to engage it, he, not with- 
out Succeſs, employ'd his whole Care, and 
us'd all poffible Artifices, to bring over 
to his Party ſuch Powers, as might be 
ſufficiently able to maintain, and put in 
Execution his ambitious Deſigns. - 

The Emperor Oro, to whom PxIIIP 
Avevsrus had given too many conſide- 
rable Cauſes of Complaint, eagerly em- 
brac'd the Propoſals the Exgliſb made him, 
as a favourable Opportunity to revenge him- 
ſelf on the French Nation. A 
This Prince was Son to one of the King 
of. England's Siſters, by Henzyr, ſurnam'd 
Txt Lion, Duke of Saxony. The Em- 
pire had been diſputed with him by Par- 
LLP, Brother to the late Emperor HENRY; 
and” their mutual Pretenfions having di- 
vided the Electors, ſome follow'd his In- 
tereſt, and others, that of his Competitor, 
who was aſſiſted by Paiiie Avecusrvus 
both with Men and Money. _ 
Orno ſtill retain'd in his Heart, the juſt 
Reſentment which he had conceiv'd at this 
injurious Procedure, but never thought of 
taking any Revenge for the ſame, till after 
the baſe Aſſaſſination of that unhappy 


Prince 


. 
Prince who had been his Competitor for the 
he Occa dto him, to be by 
T on appear'd to him, to 

ſo much the mg favourable, becauſe 
France had, at the fame Juncture, Enemies 
ſufficient to rend her in Pieces, and to 

an eaſy Paſlage for him, to the very 'Throne 
of that Monarch. . 
FxERRAN D, Count of Flanders, and 
ReynoLp, Count of Bulloin, were in 


Rebellion againſt their Sovereign, and had 


already ſet out with a conſiderable Body of 
Troops to attack him, which Forces the 
Emperor had incorporated with the nume- 
rous Army of Germans which he had brought 
with him. 7 
The Dukes of Lovain and Brabant, 
and the Count of Namur, had ſtill increas'd 
this formidable Army, by adding thereto 
the whole Strength of their reſpective 
States. So great a Power, and ſo many 
united Potentates, ſeem'd, in Appearance, 
to have been more than able, in a very 
little Time, to have ſwallowed up all France; 
and, in Effe&, thoſe Allies had beforehand, 
divided it among themſelves : The King 
of England, who, by a powerful Diverſion 
in Cuyenne, kept Prince Lewis, the King's 
_ Son, in play, was to have the greateſt 
re. 


B 2 The 


[4] 
The numerous Army of the Confede- 
rates, lay incamp'd near Valenciennes: It 
conſiſted of upwards of One Hundred and 
Fifty Thouſand Foot, beſides a great Num- 
ber of Cavalry. PxIII Audusrus, whoſe 
Coyrage was Proof againſt all Thoughts of 
Fear, was not in the leaft daunted or 
diſheartened at the Proſpect of that immi- 
nent Danger. His greateſt Hopes and 
Confidence, were in the Nobility and Gen- 
try, whoſe Valour has, in all Ages, been 
the chief Bulwark and Defence of the 
Nation. Nor was he deceived in that juſt 
and reaſonable Confidence : For, with the 
utmoſt Emulation and | Diligence, the No- 


bles and Chevaliers repair'd in Swarms to 


Tournay, which Place he had aſſign d them 


For the general Rendezvous. The chief 


Peers of the Realm came at the Head of 
their Subjects and Vaſſals; of which Prin- 


_ ces, the moſt conſiderable of all, was Eu- 


pon, Duke of Burgundy, who had given 
many Tren Proofs of his ſuper- 
ktive Valour in Spain, in the Wars which 
were there maintain d againſt the Moors, and 
where he had been, for a conſiderable 
'Fime, in queſt of Honour and Renown. 
In thoſe Wars, he throughly improv'd his 
martial Diſpoſition, and acquir'd a conſum- 
mate Experience in — Affairs; upon 
which Account, he was highly * 


nn Oi 


|| 
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by King PII Iv from among all the other 


Peers, by his ſhewing a particular Deference 
to his prudent Counſels, and by giving him 

the Command of the Rear of his Army. 
Next to him, thoſe of the greateſt Ac- 
count were THIBALD, Duke of Lorrain, 
HENRY, Count of Bar, Rontxr, Count 
of Dreux, Joan, Count of Pontbieu, and 
many others : Yet all theſe 'Troops united, 


fearce amounted to the fourth Part of the 


Multitudes they were to encounter with: But 
the ardent Emulation they had to purchaſe 
Fame,and their great Fidelity and untainted 
Loyalty to their Sovereign, prov'd a ſuffi- 
cient Equivalent to counterpoiſe the vaſt 
Advantages the Enemy, by their Superiority 
of Numbers, had over them: And King 
PIII, that he might not give this Ardour 


Time to cool, decamp'd from before Tour- 


nay, in ſearch of a Situation more conve- 
nient for his Cavalry and Gens d' Arm. 
The Enemy, who imputed this Mot ion 
to nothing elſe but Fear, haſtily broke 
their Camp, and following the French el 
at the Heels, at laſt, overtook them in the 
Plain of Bouvines ; and there it was, 
that PrrLtie AvcvusTvs gain'd an immor- 


tal Name. Evunon, Duke of Burgundy, 


particularly ſignaliz'd himſelf in the moſt” 
conſpicuous Manner in that moſt impor- 
tant Battle. The Vanguard of the Army 
I B 3 having. 


1186 4 


having already paſt over the Bridge of 
Bouvines, that Prince, at the Head of a 
ſelect Body of his Burgundians, was a great 
_ while left expos'd to the whole Fury of the 
Enemy : He ſuſtain'd their utmoſt Efforts, 
with a Conduct and Intrepidity worthy of 
his high Reputation ; but the Count of 
Bulloin, laying hold of the A Advan- 


tage his Numbers gave him, after a moſt ob- 
ſtinate Diſpute, at laſt broke through that 
Body of Troops. 


It was then that the brave Prince was 
deſerted by every one but WILLIAM DE 
VaupDRAy, one of the moſt valiant Che- 
valiers of his Court ; and, being ſurrounded 
by the Enemy, had undoubtedly loſt his 
Life, had it not been for the heroick Valour 
and Reſiſtance made by that worthy and 
faithful Subject, who, at the Expence of 
his own Life, preſerved that of his Prince, 
and gave him an Opportunity of diſingaging 

himſelf, and making his Retreat. But it was 

not long, before the Duke took a very 

bloody Vengeance for the imminent Danger 
he had been'in, and for the Loſs of his 
faithful Servant, the Chevalier de Vav- 
-DRAY : For the King having repaſs'd the 
Bridge, began a furious Charge upon the 
Enemies, whereby the Duke of Burgundy 
had Leiſure to rally his diſpers d Troops, 
which he had no ſooner done, but he ow 
he | about 


* 


L 
a 


7, 
about again, and, in his turn, roufed 
REYNOIL D, Count of Bullcin ; who, in the 


. greateſt Precipitation and Diſorder imagina- 


ble, was driven quite back to the very Bat- 
talion where the Emperor was in Perſon. 
After this brave Action, Victory de- 


clar'd intirely for the King, and Oruo was 


oblig'd to betake himſelf to a ſhameful 


Flight. 'The Counts of Flanders and Bul- 
lain were taken Priſoners by the Conque- 
rors, and the greateſt Part of the Enemies 
Army cover'd, with their breathleſs Bodies, 


the Field of Battle. 


This Victory, ſo glorious and compleat, 
at once put an End to a War, which had 
apparently threaten'd the Crown of France 
with utter Deſtruction. The triumphant 
King was very liberal of his Praiſes, Ac- 
knowledgments, and Rewards, to all thoſe 
noble Warriours who had been ſo oppor- 
tunely ſerviceable to him upon this emer- 
gent Occaſion ; but the Duke of Burgundy 
was more particularly honour'd with all the 
Diſtinction and Deference he had ſoworthily 
deſerv'd; the King himſelf publickly acknow- 
Iedging, that he was indebted to the Valour 
and good Conduct of that gallant Prince, 
for the greateſt Share of his preſent Triumph. 

He accompanied the King to Paris, and 
had a very diſtinguiſhing Part in the magni- 


ficent Reception the Citizens had prepar d 
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[8] 
for their victorious Monarch; and with the 
King's Approbation and Conſent, he was 
welcom'd into that City with Acclamations 
and other Honours, due as well to his il- 
luſtrious Birth, as to his great perſonal Me- 
rit, and moſt important Services. 

His Credit, with PIII AvucusrTus, was 
become ſo very great, that the Counteſs of 
Flanders had recourſe to him, and made 
her Applications to him to intercede for 
her Husband's Life ; and the Duke em- 
| pomp his Intereſt with his Majeſty ſo ef- 

ctually, that, upon his Account, and in 
Complaiſance to him alone, the King re- 
call d the Sentence of Death, he, ſo de- 
ſervedly, had paſsd upon the unfortunate 
FexrAnD, and chang d it into that of a per- 
petual Impriſonment. | 

This unhappy Count, had been expoſed 
to the utmoſt Deriſion, and the groſſeſt In- 
ſults of the Populace ; which, in a particular 
Manner, made good the Prediction made 
to Manav his Mother, concerning him. She 
had been aſſur d for a Certainty, That in 
the late War, wherein her Son had been en- 

aged againſt the King, that Monarch 
ſhould be beaten down, and trampled under 
is Horſes Feet; and that FERRAN D ſhould 
make his Entrance into Paris in great Tri- 
umph : All which came to paſs, but after a 


of the brave Chevalier de VAup RAL, their 


91 
very different Manner from what that Lav 


dy's Imaginations had flatter'd her with. 


The Duke of Burgundy, after having re- 
ceiv'd: from the King all the Marks of 
Friendſhip and grateful Acknowledgments- 
he could expect or deſire, took his Leave 
and departed, in order to return to Dijon, 
his capital City. Upon his Arrival at his 
Court, he had no other Thoughts but thoſe 
of enjoying the Pleaſures which generally 
follow a glorious and honourable Peace. 
His firſt Care, was to gratify thoſe, whoſe 
Courage and Merits had beſt contributed, 
and been moſt inſtrumental to the Trophies 
and Honours he had obtain d. CARL ES, 
and RAOUL DE Vaupray, though very 
much in his Fayour before, were the firſt 
who taſted the Effects of his Liberality, and 
of the Gratitude juſtly due to the Memory 


worthy Father. As for CARL ES, the Duke 
ve him ſome conſiderable Employs, and 
ept him near his own Perſon, and beſtow d 
ſeveral honourable and advantageous Poſts 
upon his Brother. Theſe young Gentlemen, 
by their great Merit, ſoon made it Appear, 
that they were no wiſe unworthy of their 
Prince's Bounty. Cxarrzs, whom, for 
Diſtinction ſake, I ſhall call 9 
his r had, — . 
uſt; ;ſhi | ree, gain a ge 
yr B. 5 | Nau 


who, by their ſingular Merits and 
TS ol 


L 10 ] 

and Eſteem. He was ſcarce arriv'd 
at his twenty-ſixth Year, and had already 
green frequent and indiſputable Proofs of a 
in — Valour in ſeveral Places, and upon 
different Occaſions; and, at the Battle of 
Bouvines, he left bloody Marks of Ven- 
geance for his Father's Death. He had a Soul 


great and generous; a Genius lofty and pe- 


netrating, yet eaſy and free : His own admi- 
rable natural Parts were improvd, and 
highly embelliſh'd by an excellent and libe- 

Education. As to the reſt, his Perſon 
was amiable and agreeable, his Mien and 
Air, noble, and free from Affectation, and 
he was ſo extremely graceful, even in his 


minuteſt Actions, that it was impoſſible for 
any one to ſee him without conceiving a 


ſtrong Love and Inclination towards him. 
He excelF'd in all the bodily and martial 
Exerciſes, which were, at that Time, in uſe 
the Nobility and Gentry of France. 
No Man fat firmer on Horſeback, or rode 
with a better Grace than he, and from the 
Age of Sixteen, he had given many Proofs 
his uncommon Strength, Agility, and 
Dexterity, in managing both the Sword and 
ie Lance. ian oF 
But he was not the only diſtinguiſhable 
Perſon in the Duke's Court. There were 
ablindance of Noblemen and Chevaliers, 
their Gal- 
lantry, 


\ 
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lantry, were the Ornaments of their Coun- 
try, keeping up the State and Dignity of 
their Families, and the Greatneſs of their 
Fortunes. 'The moſt illuſtrious and re- 
markable of theſe, were Ad pREA ps Bon- 
c0GNE, Count of Albion, Brother to the 
Duke of Burgundy ; Hugo pz VEROI; the 
Baron de CaupLIT; JouNn DE BEAUFRE= 


MONT, Count of Charnu ; GERARD, Baron 
of Vienne; TuivALD, Baron of Neufcba- 


tel; JonN DE CraLons ; the Barons de 


MaiLLy de Racny ; de CHoisEuUL, de 
MALI; and feveral others. | 
But notwithſtanding theſe noble Perſo- 
alone compoſed a very gallant Court, 
yet the Ladies who every Day ſhin'd there, 
were, without Diſpute, its chief Ornaments. 
The Duke having buried Dona MaTiLiDA, 
de Portugal, his firſt Wife, by whom he had 
no Iſſue, had lately eſpous d Arxcra de 
Vercr. This Princeſs, was extremely 
beautiful, but withal, exceſſively imperious 
and haughty, and moſt violently govern'd 
by her Paſſions. Diſſimulation and Artifice, 


were the favourite Foibles of her Mind: 


Her Heart was warm and amorous, and her 
natural Diſpoſition to Love, was the Cauſe, 
that, without reſiſting, ſhe gave herſelf up. 
to that fatal Paſſion, which, in the End, 
prov d her Deſtruction. 
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LAURA de LoxxATIxRE, Counteſs de Vergi, 
the Duke's Niece, who had been a Widow 
for ſome 'Time, was a moſt conſummate 
Beauty. Her charming Perſon ſeem'd to- 
have | modelld by the very Graces 
themſelves ; and there was never found be- 
fore, in any ſingle Beauty, a Complication. 
of ſo many brilliant and enchanting Perfecti- 

as were united in that lovely Princeſs. 
She triumph'd in all the Graces of an un- 


| blemiſh'd Virtue, without the leaſt Mixture 
of Stiffneſs, Pride, or Aﬀectation : Her 


Wit was exquiſitely poignant and ſublime, 
and her Converſation always free, affable, 
and cafy. In a Word, there was not one 
Lady in the whole Court of Burgundy, or 


even in the more numerous and magnificent 


Court of PxrII Avevsrvus, that was any 
Way comparable to this matchleſs Counteſs. 
Since her Husband's Death, ſhe had with- 
drawn herſelf from the Court, and was re- 
tird to one of her Eſtates about two- 
Leagues from Dijon. So attractive were 
her Charms, that ſhe had infallibly drawn 
the whole Court after her, had not the Ap- 
prehenſions of diſturbing a Retirement, of 
which ſhe ſeem'd to be ſo extremely fond, 
reſtrain'd her Admirers from following her. 
Nevertheleſs the Duke and Dutcheſs oblig d 
ker ſometimes, to leave her Solitude, and to 


- "tine at Court, whenever any particular 
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Solemnities happen d, on which, it was 
thought requiſite, that Burgundy ſhould pro- 
duce and expoſe to publick View, all its 
moſt brilliant Ornaments : But this fair Re- 
cluſe always return'd, as ſoon as poſſibly ſhe' 
could, to that happy and delicious Abode, 
which was become the Center-of her whole 
Ambition, and all her Deſires. 

Next to the lovely Counteſs, thoſe, who, 
either for their Rank, or for their Beauty,, 
were of the greateſt Conſideration, were 
Madame de CHATENEuxX, de SEAu, de 


MaiLlLy, de Racnt, aud Meſdemoiſelles de 


la BEauME, de TILLE, de BEAUFREMONT,. 
f other moſt accom- 
pliſh'd Ladies: And, in ſhort, though this 
Court was none of the largeſt, or moſt po- 
pulous in Europe, yet. it had certainly the 
Advantage, over even the moſt numerous, 
ſplendid, and magnificent Courts, by the 
Gallantry and the Charms of the Perſons it 
was compos d of. | 
The Duke had been for many Years, 
paſt his Youth, and was now in his declining 
Age; but, as he was ſo lately married to a 
ſecond Wife, his great Magnificence, and 
his .Complaiſance to oblige the Dutcheſs, 
was the Standard which was follow'd by all 
his Courtiers. The paſſionate Love he had 
ſor his new Spouſe, engag d him to invent 
inny - Diverſions, and ſumptuous 
) Entertain 
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Entertainments every Day ; at all which, 
the God of Love was the principal Actor; 
and certainly Cupid never eſtabliſh'd the 
Throne of his Empire in ſo agreeable a Si- 
tuation. The Hearts of all were inſpir d 
with the little God, nor was Reaſon, by an 
importunate, troubleſome Severity, ever any 
Obſtacle to the Soothings and flattering 
Hopes of thoſe Votaries of that blind Dei- 
ty. CnARLES de VauprayY alone, with 
an unpardonable Singularity, ſeem'd to be 
wholly indifferent and unconcern'd, amidft 
fo many, whoſe Breaſts were all on a Flame. 
This Inſenſibility of his, expos d him to the 
Cenſure and Reſentment of all thoſe Beau- 
ties who had any Pretenſions to his Heart, 
and render'd him obnoxious to the Rallery 
of ſuch Gallants, who would not imitate 
him in an inſenſible Indifference, ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with his Years, and ſo little anſwer- 
ing the Figure and Appearance he made; 
bat his Aſſiduity, and the indefatigable Care 
he took to pleaſe his Prince, ſeem'd to be 
his whole Concern, and only Occupation; 
nor did his Senſibility ſeem to be otherwiſe 
bounded, than in ſtudying the Means of 
giving him Proofs of his great Zeal, Love, 
and Fidelity. A Sentiment ſo rarely to 
— witha os a Court where Loye. and 
try are the reigning and predominant 
Paſſions, ſoon nnn 
Mere 0 
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of univerſal Admiration, as his Prudence 
and uncommon Merit had been before. 

The Dutcheſs of Burgundy, whoſe Soul 
wasbut too ſuſceptible of the Impreſſions 
of Love, and whoſe penetrating Eyes and 
diſtinguiſhing Faculties, were faperlatively 
nice and delicate, was no longer able to 
behold the amiable and attractive Qualifi- 
cations of Vaupray, without being agi- 
tated with violent Emotions. His Employs 
gave him but too frequent ions of 
poiſoning her Eyes with the reſiſffeſs Charms 
of his graceful Mien and Perſon, and her 
Ears with the Poignancy and Eloquence of 
his Tongue. At firſt, ſhe perceiv'd not the 
Impreſſion his Preſence made on ber Heart, 
but confounded the Eſteem ſhe had for 
him, and which he ſo juſtly deferv'd, with 
thoſe Sentiments which proceeded from a 
quite different Source: But, alas! ſhe was 

n diſabus d from an Error of ſo great Im- 
portance to her Repoſe. With what Re- 
gret, with what Anguiſh of Soul, did this 
Princeſs diſcover the true Nature of thoſe 
Emotions which caus'd her to be concerned; 
_ to have an Intereſt — 3 
Deſtiny ! Her fierce and haughty Heart, 
pn at its Defect, and was almoſt ready 
to burſt. How many bitter Tears did it 
coſt” her, to find herſelf under the cruel 
Neceffity of loving and ſighing firſt ! For, 
JETER 4 in 
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in a Word, the reſpectful Deportment of 


VAuRAT, breath'd nothing but an awful 
Veneration, and the abundant Zeal he had 
for the Conſort of his Sovereign, his Patron, 
and his Benefactor: The cloſer Views ſhe 
took, and the greater Attention ſhe gave to 
all his Actions, the leſs could ſhe perceive in 
him the leaſt Spark, or Glimpſe, of that 
| Relſtleſsnefs, that Airembaraſſe, which Love 
alone creates and inſpires. Her Virtue 
wreſtled a-lgng Time, with that mercileſs, 
tyrannick, 
Heart, But, alas! how unequal was the 
Match, and how vain and impotent the Ef- 
forts ! She ſoon loſt Ground, and yieldin 

up herſelf to the Diſcretion of that zefitlelz 
Paſſion which hurried her on, ſhe made no 
Difficulty of ſacrificing to her Inclinations, 
all ſhe ow d, both to her own Honour, and 
to a Husband who doated upon, and even 


rable Time, the only Interpreters of the 
Zufferings of her Soul; her Pride, rather 
than her Inclinations, with-held her from 
making a Declaration to which ſhe was ſo 
violently preſs'd by the vehement Impulſes 
of her Heart. Self-Love, Self-Opinion, or 
Vanity, eaſily perſuaded this imperious, 
haughty Princeſs, that Vaupxar, tonchd 
by her Charms and Beauty, muſt needs, at 
laſt; ſhew her, by his Actions, what Hh 


e, which prey d upon her 


ador d her. Her Eyes were, for a conſide- 
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Reſpect and awful Diſtance forbad him to 
utter with his Tongue. 

With this ſoothing eſſion, ſheamus'd 
herſelf for ſome Days, a Prepoſſeſſion ſo 
favourable to her amorous Sentimen 
which, in ſpite of her innate Pride and 
Haughtineſs, by Degrees, decoy d her to 
make ſuch Advances, that Vaupzar 
eo by no 7 have avoided diſcover- 
ing the Source from whence they proceeded, 
had hisprofound Veneration — Dutcheſs 
left him any Room to harboiſ the leaſt 
Thought of any 'Thing, but tended 
towards the officious Dilig ie. always 
us d in ſerving and attending upon her in 
the Manner he was oblig d to do by his 
Employs about her Perſon. But the litrle. 
Deſire, or Forwardneſs he exprefs'd of be- 
ing near her at other Times, beſides thoſe 
when his Duty requir'd his Attendance, and 
his ſmall Attention, or Inclination, to make his 
Advantage of her obliging and diſtinguiſning 
Behaviour to him, and the viſible Advances 
ſhe made him, caus d ſuch an Emotion, and 
ſo violent a Storm in her impatient Breaſt, 
that ſhe imagin'd it might have been ſuffi- 
cient to wean her from any longer enter- 
raining a Paſſion, which ſhe began to judge 
unworthy of her : But it was not long, that 
ſhe had the Satisfaction of enjoying that 
Thought, fo conſiſtent with her Duty, w_ 
— 7 
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ſo flattering to her Pride; for almighty Love 
ſoon made her ſenſible, that all thoſe Motions 
which ſeem in Appearance, to be contrary 
and oppoſite to his Power, are nothing in 
Reality, but the Effects of his Invincibility ; 
and, as a further Demonſtration of his in- 
ſuperable Power, he compelFd her to ſtoop 
to a Method of proceeding, to which ſhe 
could never have imagin'd herſelf capable of 
ſubmitting. - _ * 22 
As this Princeſs was one Day walking alone 
in the P Gardens with VAUD RAV, who 
had the Hꝗnour of leading her by the Hand, 
The had not the Power to reſiſt the Emotions 
ſhe felt, nor to miſs that favourable Oppor- 
ity. It is a long Time, Vauprar, 
© ſaid ſhe, that I have ſought an Occaſion 
© of diſcourſing with you in private. The 
© Inſenſibility, and remarkable Indifference, 
© of which you make Profeſſion, gives too 
© much Offence to all the Ladies of this 
Court, not to excite my Curioſity con- 
© cerning a Conduct and Proceeding, which, 
© without Diſpute, conceals ſome ſecret 
M Lou are in Love, Vaupray, 
I have found out the Key to decypher 
© thoſe Sentiments, which, with ſuch Art, 
© you ſo carefully endeavour to diſguiſe : 
But I will not be indebted to my own 
© Penetration only, for the Knowledge of 
| © aSecret, which is rather due to M ed- 
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© neſs towards you, and the Obligations you 
© owe me upon that Score. * | 1 

This Diſcourſe, which VA upR Ax ſo lit- 
tle expected, put him into ſo great a Diſ- 
order, that he was utterly at a Loſs, how 
to behave himſelf, and bluſh'd to that De- 
gree, that his Confuſion appear'd viſible in 
his Conntenance. This the amorous Dutcheſs 
obſery'd, and interpreted to her own Ad- 
vantage, Speak, ſaid ſhe, ſeeing he per- 
© ſiſted in an obſtinate Silence; ſhake off 
© this unſeaſonable Conſtraint : My Friend- 
© ſhip to you, will diſpence with that re- 
* 1 | Diſtance you keep, and which is 
© ſo very oppoſite to my Deſires.” — 1 
do nothing but what I ought to do, Ma- 
dam, replied Va ups Ar, I am too ſenſi- 
© ble of the Duty I owe to my Princeſs, 
to be ſo preſumptuous, as to dare 
© to entertain her with the Affairs of 
* my Heart. As to the reſt, my Secrets are 
all bounded in endeavouring to find out 
the Means of making my Soveraigns ſen- 
© ſible of the Veneration and Reſpect I 
have for them, and the Ardency of my 
* Zeal in every Thing thay concerns 
© them.” | | 7 | 

The Dutcheſs, who was very little ſatiſ- 
fy'd with this Anſwer, would, infallibly, 
have d from him one more poſitive, 

= Duke, who had been looking 


for 
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for her, come haſtily up to her, with that 
Air of Eagerneſs, with which that Princeſs's 
Preſence always inſpir d him. Vavpray 
withdrew, out of Reſpect, and retir'd ; nor 
was he at all ſorry. for the breaking off 
a Converſation, the whole Conſequence 
whereof he began to feel with 'Trembling. 
His Eyes were open'd on a ſudden ; and, 
dy the Dutchefſs's viſible Concern, and ear- 
neſt Manner of expreſling herſelf, he plainly 
diſcover'd; a great Part of the Sentiments 
of her Heart; and, from what Source that 
Concern, proceeded. He reflected, with 

the greateſt Anguiſh of Mind, that if the 
| Idea he had conceiv'd was real, nothing 
in the World could prevent his falling un- 
der the moſt fatal Circumſtances. As he 
had always made a firm and inviolable 
Reſolution, never to be guilty of any Action 
that might ſtain his Honour, or caſt the 
leaſt Reflection upon his untainted Repu- 
tation ; in order to preſerve that worthy 
Character, he, from thence forwards, very 
carefully avoided all Occaſions, or Oppor- 
tunities of renewing thoſe dangerous Con- 
verſations? never more going into the 


Dutcheſs's Preſence, except when his indiſ- 


penſible Duty, or ſome particular Com- 
mand of the Dukes, oblig'd him to be 
there. ««. 
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he Penetration of that Princeſs was too 


great, and her Heart was too deeply con- 


cern'd in this new Manner of proceeding, 


ok leave Room for the leaſt Doubt, whiat 


were the cruel Motives of fuch a Conduct. 
She immediately concluded, that it carry'd 
along with it a Face of unpardonable Con- 
tempt, and that ſhe was fli — 3 4 
Thought ſhe could not bear wi — 
tience. But as thoſe Hearts whic 
brought under Cypid's Yoak, are inf 1 d 
with Hopes and Fears, juſt as that little 
God pleaſes, ſo, after having for a while 
— 5 that Princeſs's B with _—_ 
portable Diſquiets and Perplexities, 
preſented to her View ſome more ſoothi 
and agreeable Ideas. She flatter'd herſelf, 
that the Care Vaupray took to ayoid be- 
ing alone with her, was only the feeble 
and impotent Efforts of a ſtaggering and 
half-vanquifh'd Virtue ; and that this Gen- 
tleman, though quite charm d, and in an 
at the Thoughts of chat H 
neſs of which ſhe 13 iven him _ 
Glimpſe, yet, nevertheleſs, the. Hopes 
Proſpe& of what he mi — th to, dad 
not 1 far dazzled his Eyes, as to cauſe 
him to paſs beyond the Bounds of that 
reſpectful Diſtance, and the awful Du 
which * had hitherto fo worthily and 15 
punctually 
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punctually obſerv d, without violent Shocks 
and Agitations. F 59 * 

Her Favourite Lady of Honour, Ma- 
dame de LanTage, who was privy to this 
her Paſſion, from the very firſt Moment 
in which ſhe began to feel it, after having 
done all ſhe poffibly could to deſtroy it in 
its Infancy, was at laſt oblig'd to aſſiſt her 

in carrying it on. This dextrous and 
artful Confidante ſooth'd and fortify d her 
Hopes, by laying before her the great 
Advantages and the Glory, which the too 
happy Vavpzay ought to hope for and 
expect in the Embraces of ſo charming a 
Prineeſs : She inſiſted upon the 3 
of letting him know the Happineſs whic 
attended him; a Happineſs, to which he, 
without Doubt, never durſt aſpire, or even 
dream of; and the Dutcheſs, who was 
herſelf reſolvd to follow the Advice 
Madame de LAN TAGE gave her, eagerly 
ſought an Opportunity to put it in Exe- 
cution; and, in Effect, a few Days aſter, 
in Spite of all Vavpzay's Precautions to 
prevent it, ſhe, found Means to explain 
herſelf to him in ſuch a Manner, and that 
in the Preſence of the whole Court, as to 
leave him not the leaſt Room any longer 
to doubt of the Affair. 01 . 
As the Dutcheſs one Day return d from 
walking, ſhe was follow'd by a Cn 
; | 4 
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ber of Ladies into her Apartment, where 
VAuDRAY was oblig'd to be in Attendance 
upon the Duke, who was there alſo. 'The 


Converſation was at firſt general; a long. 


Diſcourſe having been held concerning a 
Hunting-Match, at which all the Ladies 
were to be preſent, dreſs'd like Amazons. 
The next 'Theme that was ſtarted among 
this illuſtrious Aſſembly, was the News at 
the Court of Px1ittre AvGusrus, but that 
was ſoon laid aſide; for the Dutcheſs, who 
never loſt Sight of her principal Deſign, 
very adroitly turn'd the Converſation upon 


the Chapter of Love, and propos'd a 


ueſtion of Gallantry. I would fain 

w, ſaid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
the Duke, on which Side lies the greateſt 
Obligation ; on that of the Gallant, who 
makes the Fortune of the Lady who is 
the Obje& of his Love, or of him who 
owes his own to the Perſon by whom he 
is beloy'd, and thereby receives an infal- 
lible Proof of the Love he inſpires ? 


+ a 6 6a a aaa 


not the leaſt Difficulty in deciding this 
Queſtion : It is ſo natural for us to de- 
light in obliging, and more eſpecially of 
thoſe we love, that, in my Opinion, the 
* Advantage lies intirely on the Side of 
him who lays the Obligation; He ac- 
* quires, from thence, a double Right — 
ac t 


„ 


* For my Part, reply d the Duke, I find | 
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7 that Heart which he deſires to touch; 
© Gratitude and Acknowledgment cannot 
© fail of making one value the Source 
© from whence the Obligation comes. 
This Sentiment, anfwer'd Madame 
© #;A1.B0N, is indeed worthy of ſuch a 
© Prince as you; but permit me to tell 
© you, my Lord, that your high Birth and 
© Fortune have put youout of a Condition 
* of taſting the Sweetneſs of the contra 
© Propoſition : I will readily agree wi 
you, that nothing flatters a great and 
elevated Soul ſo much, as that Liberality 
© and Generoſity, which is ſo natural to it ; 
but, at the ſame Time, I maintain, that 

I be, who receives the Obligation, muſt 
needs be more convinc'd of the Force of 
© thoſe Sentiments which he has inſpird; 
© and, by ſo much the eaſier, as the more 
© Love produces in our Favour, Things 
difficult to the common Sort of People, 
the more ought the Love of ourſelves to 
© be flatter d for our Effort in that Con- 
© deſcenfion” | 

Madame d AL BON, readily imagin'd, 
that Vavpray, by the precarious Situa- 
tion of his Circumſtances and Fortune, 
wonld haveagreed with her.in her Opinion ; 
and therefore, ask'd him what he thonght 
of thoſe different Sentiments ? © Madam, 
< faid he, „ I find an infi- 

7 nite 
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mite Pleaſure in owing all I have to my 
© Prince's Bounty, yet, as to what concerns 


Wo 


" © a Miſtreſs, I have very different 
" © Thoughts ; and, as my Circumſtances 
| vill permit me to offer her nothing but 
1 * an unfeigned Love, ſo my Pride will 
1 © never ſuffer me to pitch upon any, but 
4 ' © one who has nothing but her Heart to 
© beſtow upon me. 
n The Dutcheſs, who heard this, eaſily 
ed comprehended, that Vaupray had an- 
q ſwer d the Intent with which ſhe had pro- 
| pos d the ſtion, much better than the 
Y jon itſelf, and therefore took up the 


> | Diſcourſe again, and, with an inimitable 
7 | Vivacity, faid, © I ſhould ſcarce have gone 
f © about to decide the Queſtion I myſelf 
1 ©.propos'd, had the Example of the very 
3 | © Gods themſelves left us any Room for 

© Suſpence how we-ought to think upon 
> | *©-thisSubjet. Venus and Diana placd 
© | © their whole Felicity in Apontrs and Ex- 
* © DYMION, notwit ing the vaſt Di- 
i- | © ſtance between them: It is true, that 
Arts, who had the ſame Sentiments as 
d, © Vaunpray has, was juſtly puniſh'd for 
* | © refuſing a Fortune which would have 
© made him compleatly happy : I, for my 
15 | © Part, continu'd ſhe, who am very incli- 
nt * nable to lay Obligations upon People, 
n, | * find that . Reſentment, with 
Wh hb a abun- 
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J abundance of Reaſon, ought to fall up- 
d on the Head of an ungrateful Man, who 
©. put it out of her Power to exerciſe ſo 
noble and ſo generous a Sentiment. As 
ſhe had made an End of ſaying theſe laſt 
Words, by a very ſevere Look, full of In- 
_dignation and Reſentment, ſhe gave Vau- 
DRAY to underſtand, that he might expect 
the Fate of the unhappy Aris, if he pre- 
ſum'd to follow his Example. 
As it began to grow late, the Company 
withdrew, leaving the Dutcheſs to take that 
Repoſe, of which ſhe ſtood ſo much in 
Need. She was no. ſooner left to her Li- 
berty, but, addreſſing herſelf to Madame 
de LAN TAGE, ſhe ſaid; Did you not take 
Notice, with what Care VAupRAT evad- 
© ed the Idea which I would have had him 
© comprehend ? *Tis done, and I am no 
© longer able to exiſt under this cruel Un- 
© certainty ! I am determin'd to give him 
© ſoclear an Interpretation of what Senti- 
© ments I haye, and of what I ſuffer upon 
© his Account, that it ſhall be wholly out 
of his Power to miſconſtrue the Meaning 
of my Words. If he anſwers my Paſii- 
© on, how exquiſitely great will my Happi- 
* neſs be! If he proves ungrateful, with 
© what Bitterneſs will the Remainder of my 
© Life be attended! But I ſhall. have, at 
© leaſt, the poor Conſolation of araggins | 


27 1 


him down the fame Precipice, from which 


© his Inſenſibility ſhall have caſt me. I am 
© fully reſolvd to-morrow to explain my- 
; as, let it be your Care to give him 
© Orders to be here to receive my Com- 
© mands.” 

After this Manner it was, that the Dut- 
cheſs ſuffer'd herſelf to be hurry'd away by 
the Violence of that Paſſion which rent and 
conſum'd her Heart : She no-longer made 
any Scruple of betraying a Husband, whoſe 
 Tenderneſs and Complaiſance deſervd a 
quite different Treatment. The Duke doat- 
ed upon her with a Paſſion not to be ex- 
preſs'd, and that good Prince would have 
thought himſelf compleatly happy, could 
he have had the Proſpect of having Chil- 
dren ; but his being a little too far advanc'd 
in Years, almoſt depriv'd him of even the 
Hopes of a Bleſſing, which would have 


affected him in ſo ſenſible a Degree. Next 


the Dutcheſs, the Perſon for whom he 
had the greateſt Affection, and in whom 
he plac d the greateſt Confidence, was Va u- 
DRAY : He, very deſervedly, found in him 
ſo diſtinguiſhable a Merit, and a Zeal for 
all his Concerns ſo diſintereſted and ſo un- 
common, that, without any Reſerve, hie 
conſulted him in his moſt important and 


moſt ſecret Affairs: And VAUuDRAY, on 


the other Side, would have facrific'd his 
| C 2 own 


J 28 3 
own Life a Thouſand Times, to teſtify his 
great Acknowledgments and Fidelity to his 
gracious Lord: But this happy Tranquilli- 
ty was ſoon troubled by that unſeaſonable 
and tyrannick Paſſion which rag'd in the 
Breaſt of. the Love-ſick Dutcheſs. 

According to the Reſolution ſhe had ta- 
ken, ſhe caus'd VA upRAx to be conducted 
to her Apartment, her Orders being ſo ex- 
preſsly poſitive, that notwithſtanding all 
the Repugnance he had to obey them, he 
could by no Means avoid it. There it 
was, that, without Heſitation, or the leaſt 
Apology, forgetting that modeſt Reſerved- 
neſs which ought to accompany her Sex, 
ſhe made him an open Declaration of her 
Love, of its whole Progreſs and Violence. 
I know, continu d ſhe, that a Confeſſion 
© of this Nature is too ſtrong, and too 
© groſs, to proceed out of the Mouth of a 
5 Perſon in my Station; but by how much 
© the greater is the Extremity of its being 
© ſo, by ſo much the more ought yaur 
Heart to be touch'd with thoſe Senti- 
© ments which have forc'd me to ſuch a 
© Procedure: As to the reſt, added ſhe, 
© with a more haughty 'Tone and Air, as 
© it will be cruel and inſupportable to me, 
© ſo it will be extremely dangerous to you, 
to have been made privy to my Paſfion, 

-* without anſwering it as you ought. 

VAuDRAY, 


J 
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VavpraAy, utterly confounded and aſto- 
niſh'd at the Dutcheſs's Diſcourſe, and at 
her Manner of delivering her laſt Words, 
ſtood, for ſotne Moments, with his Eyes 
fix'd on the Ground, in a Poſture of one 
wholly irreſolute and undetermin'd what 
Anſwer to make ; but that Frankneſs and 
ingenuous Sincerity of which he made Pro- 
feſſion, would not ſuffer him to be long ſi- 
lent. After a conſiderable Pauſe, * Ma- 


dam, faid he, I am moſt ſenſible of the 


© incſtimable Value of that Happineſs you 
© offer me ; a Happineſs ſufficient'to render 
© the greateſt Monarch compleatly glori- 
© ous! But I, who am only born to ſerve 
vou at an awful Diſtance, am conſtrain'd to 
think as the greateſt of Misfortunes, That 


Kyhich would be eſteem'd as the moſt ſo- 


vereign Felicity to any other. This Sen- 
© timient is ſo deeply engraven in my Heart, 


© that what Effect ſoever the Confeſſion 


may produce, nothing can poſlibly ever 
* ſtagger my Reſolutions.” 


The Dutcheſs was highly incens'd at the 


noble Frankneſs of this Anſwer ; and, far 
from taking the Advantage of returning to” 
her Duty from ſo rare an Example of Vir- 
tue, ſhe abandon'd herſelf to all thoſe in- 
human Sentiments, that Rage and Reſent- 
ment could ſuggeſt to her Imagination. 
Thou know | my Weakneſs, ſaid ſhe, 

n C 3 but 


% 


27 


- — — — 


—_— — 


—— IIS EA SAT —— — _- 


wn 


— — 


233 WT = 
— — —— — * wa << x = 


CON > 


: _— "Wow - ©" Jn ws 
- ** n r 


- 


[30] 
© but never hope to triumph with Impani- 
© ty over my Shame, into which thy unjuſt 
and ungenerous Refuſal has precipitated 
* me! Thou ſhalt aſſuredly feel the Effects 
of my Hatred, ſince thou haſt render d 
© thyſelf unworthy of thoſe of my Love 
When ſhe had ſaid theſe Words, ſhe. re- 
tird, in the utmoſt Fury, into her Cloſet, 
violently flinging the Door after her, leav- 
ing VAupRAx in an inexpreſſible Aſtoniſh- 

ment. Being ſomewhar come to himſelf, 
as he was advancing towards his Lodgings, 
overwhelm'd with dubious and perplexing 
Thoughts, dreading the fatal Conſequences 
of that unhappy Adventure, he met the 
Duke, who was going to the Dutcheſs, to- 
defire her to take a Walk with him. 'That 
Prince would fain have had him gone back, 
but he excus'd. himſelf upon Pretext of 
having ſome urgent Buſineſs to do. He 
had certainly much better have been a Wit- 
neſs to a Converſation which was going to 
be held at his Expence ; his Preſence would 
haye prevented the Dutcheſs from filling 
the Soul of her credulous Husband with 
Suſpicions. In Effect, the Duke had no 
ſooner enter d into her Cloſet, . but that 
dangerous Enemy began to make moſt bit- 
ter 5 againſt VAuD RAV, and did 
all ſhe could to make the Duke comprehend, 
that the many Compliments and Argu- 


121 
ments of a profound Reſpect, which that 
faithful Domeſtick had always expreſs d 
for her, had ſomething in them of a ten- 
derer Nature, than the bare Aſſurances of 
an ordinary Zeal. 3 

My Lord, ſaid ſhe, I would very 
* willingly have conceal'd from you the 
© Concern with which my Mind is agitat- 
© ed, as likewiſe the Inſolence of your Fa- 
© yourite ; but, 1 proteſt, I have un- 
© der ſo great a Surprize, at the Thoughts 
of thoſe Things he has been endeavour- 
© ing to make me underſtand, that I was 
” not able to keep within my Breaſt the 
© juſt Reſentment his Raſhnefß has caus d. 
* Yon yourſelf might have read in his 
* Countenance the Emotions of his Soul; 
© and tho' his Preſumption did not reach ſo 
© far as to declare the Violence of the Paſ- | 
© ſion he has for me, yet he ſaid enough to 
explain his Thoughts, and to convince 

me of his Intentions. 

The Duke, who was naturally inclina- 
ble to be jealous and diffident, was touch'd 
to the Quick with this a Diſcourſe : 
He began to refle& upon the Diſturbance 
and Confuſion which he had obſerv'd in 
Vaupray's Looks, and made no Scruple 
of believing him guilty of a 'Treachery of 
the blackeſt and moſt unpardonable Nature. 
He knew not at firſt what Reſolution to 
C 4 take: 
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take : Every Circumſtance prompted him 
to a'moſt terrible Vengeance : His Honour, 
attack d in ſo ſenſible a Part; his Confi- 
| dence abus'd, and his Friendſhip baſely be- 
tray d, ſeem'd to have effac'd from his 
Heart all his paſt Goodneſs and Clemency, 
and to have chang'd his uſual Moderation 
into Fury. Madam, faid he, as he went 
© away, you ſhall aſſuredly be reveng'd for 
this Affront, which equally concerns us 
both. | 

He was no ſooner got into his own A- 
partment alone, but Vaupzxay's ſeeming 
Ingratitude, preſenting itſelf to his Imagi- 
nation in the worſt and darkeſt Colours, 
inſpir'd his Breaſt with ſach violent Emo- 
tions of Rage and Reſentment, that he 
could ſcarce ſuppreſs them; but, on the 
other Side, the long Experience he had o 
the Probity and honourable Character of 


that his Favourite, caſt him into an Irreſo- 


lution much eaſier to be imagin'd, than de- 
ſerib d; and having alſo had ſufficient 
Time to reflect, that the Dutcheſs's Accu- 
ſation was hitherto grounded upon no ſurer 
Foundation than a bare Suſpicion, which, 
notwithſtanding the plauſible Appearance 
of its Probabiliry, might ſtill be thought 
dubious, he reſolv d therefore to be through- 
ly confirm'd in an Affair which ſo nearly 
concern'd him, before he wholly = 

ay 
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Way to the Dictates of his Paſſion. Aſter 
having maturely weigh'd ſeveral Expedi- 
ents, he was of Opinion, that the beſt _ 
Method he could take, was to make as if 
he had determin'd to. baniſh Vauprar out 
of his Dominions ; not in the leaſt doubt- 
ing, but that, if this unfortunate Gentle- 
man was conſcious of any Guilt, he would, 
without Murmuring, acquieſce to that Sen- 
tence, which he was then about to acquaint” 
him with by a Meſſenger, as well know- 
ing, that an Offence of that Nature merit- 
ed a Treatment much more rigorous : But, 
on the contrary, if he was innocent, he 
would try all Methods ne x ag himſelf 
from that unworthy Accuſation. With 
this Conſideration the Duke immediately ſent 
to the Baron de Cnhols Eur, to let - him 
know his Pleaſure and Reſolution concern- 
ing his Baniſhment. | | 
Vaupray was nothing ſurpriz d at this 
Order, though i. gave him a mortal Af- 
fliction; and he, without Heſitation, firm 
ly determin'd rather to loſe his Life, than 
to ſubmit to a Sentence which would in- 
fallibly leave his Innocence unjuſtify d, and 
always ſuſpected. By the earneſt Argu- 
ments and Intreaties he us d, he prevail d 
with the Baron de Chors ul to intercede 
ſor him with the Duke, that he might 
have the Liberty 8 him to go ane 


* 
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eaſt himſelf at his Feet, and tliere juſtify 

himſelf, or die with Regret for having 
fallen under his Diſpleaſure. The Baron, 
who was his intimate and ſincere Friend, 
painted out Vavpray's Reſolution and 
Deſpair to his Maſter ſo naturally, and in 
fuch pathetick Terms, that the Duke, who 
fought nothing more than to be preſs'd and 
importun'd upon that Subject, at laſt con- 
ſented, permitting him to come into his 
Preſence to plead his own Defence, and, 
if poſſible, to prove his Innocence ; but to- 

intimidate him, he aſſum'd a ſevere Coun- 

renanee, ready to reproach him with a 

Crime, the Truth whereof- he ſtill could 

not help doubting. During this Interval, 
Vaupray, who was fully perſwaded that 

the Dutcheſs had exaſperated the Duke to 

: > wir Extremity of Fury, was in 
_ tne greateſt Perplexity and Agony imagina- 
Uſe. 5 With Deſpair he . that it 
would be altogether impoſſible to attempt 
any Thing for his Juſtification, without 
turning all the Malignity of the Dutcheſs's 
Accuſat:on that Princeſs herſelf: But 
then; at the lame Time, to turn the Dag- 
gers Point to his Prince's Heart! To re- 
venge his Wrongs in ſo mean, ſo cowardly, 
Io ungenerous-a Manner! To create Con- 
fuſion, and an irreconeileable Breach in a 
Family, where his Duty and his 8 ; 
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had engag'd him by ſuch ſacred Ties! All 
theſe Refſections, ſo natural to a Man of 
Honour, oblig'd him to conceal an odious- 
and deteſted 'Truth, and to leave his Juſti-- 
fication to his Innocence alone. | 
Full fraught with this noble and gene- 
rous Reſolution, which he as reſolutely 
maintain'd, he preſented himſelf before 
his Prince. It was to no Purpoſe for the 
- Duke to endeavour to raiſe his Reſentment 
by uttering the moſt cruel and biting Re- 
proaches ; nothing he could ſay being ca- 
pable of ſhocking his intrepid Soul, or of 
ſtaggering him in his glorious Determina- 
tion. Almoſt drown'd in Tears, he caſt 
himſelf at his Feet: I am guilty, my 
© Prince, {aid he; not of the baſe and 
© unpardonable Crime of which I have 
© been accus d, but of not being ſo happy 
© as to have found ſufficient Occaſions of 
© giving you Proofs of my Sincerity, and 
© of the Exceſs of my Zeal: Had you 
: bots intirely — or the tall 3 | 
0 Integrity and unfeigned Fidelity, 
| —— doubtleſs, have yourſelf de- 
©fended and juſtify d me againſt all Suſpi- 
© cions, even againſt thoſe which carry'd ; 
© the Face of the greateſt Probability. 
© Welt! my Liege, continu'd he with 
© the utmoſt Vehemency,- puniſh me for 
© the Diſorder and Uncaſineſ my. Misfor-- 
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tune creates in your Soul ! In that in- 
© deed, I am truly culpable ; but ceaſe, I 
© beſeech you, to reproach and accuſe me 
Jof a Crime, the very Thought where 
© of makes my Soul ſhudder with Hor-- 
© ror ! I never liſted up my Eyes towards 
ie the Dutcheſs but with the profoundeſt 
© Awe and Veneration ; and if my un- 
happy Deſtiny had ever made me con- 
© ceive the leaſt Inclination or Deſire, too 
© preſumptuous for me to entertain, Death 
©-itfelf- would ſoon have ſtifled it, and 
© put an End to my-Weakneſs, and'my: 
Cortfuſion. 
The Duke could in no wiſe be ſatisfy d- 
wich theſe Arguments, which appear d to 
Him fo myſtical and obſcure: Tou ſtill 
© perfiſt in abuſing my Goodneſs, ſaid he, 
© in endeavouring to impoſe upon me by 
an Appearance of Virtue ; but I am too 
© much injur d and offended to be content- 
” ed with Words, which may equally ſerve 
© both for the Innocent and tor the Guilty : 
I muſt have more convincing Proofs, or 
© prepare yourſelf for the Effects of m 
juſt Reſentment. 
Ves, my Lord, I will ſatisfy you, re- 
plyd VAu RAT, ſince you put my 
© Diſcretion to fo cruel a Trial: I will in- 
© genuouſly avow, that I love, I adore the 
perfecteſt Work, the-- Maſter-piece of 
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© Nature, and have done ſo for ſeveraF* 


« 


* Years ; ; a lovely, charming, ſoothing" 

- conceals from the Eyes of the 
whole Univerſe, the moſt faithful, the 
© moſt tender, and the moſt inviolable 
Flame the World ever produc d! Is it 
© poſlible? cry'd the Duke: Is it poſſible 
© that you can entertain ſo violent a Paſſion 


© for any but the Dutcheſs? Ah! what 


would not I give to be thoroughly con- 
vincd of-your Innocence! Explain to 
me then this Myſtery, which, in juſtify- 
. ing you, will reſtore back to you all my: 

former Love and Friendſhip !* © Ah, — 
Lord! interrupted VAuDRAT, what do 
© you ask of me! Exact not from me the 


Confeſſion of a Secret, upon which the 
* future Happineſs of my whole Life in- 


Cc 


© tirely depends, and which would render 
me guilty of the baſeſt and moſt unge- 
nerous Indiſeretion in the World: Con- 
tent yourſelf, I beſeech you, with know- 
ing, that I am engag d to Her whom EF 
adore, by ſuch ſolemn, endearing, and 

inviolable Bonds, that nothing but Death 


| © ſell is capable of breaking. But who 


© will anſwer, interrupted the . Duke, for 
© the Truth of what you aſſerr?ꝰ My Ho- 
Inour and my Faith, replyd Vavprav: 
2 upon them, my Lord, and do 
*not force me, 1 beg you, to commit A 
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I ſhall eternally forfeit my Honour, b 
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E real Treachery, in order to expiate an 
© imaginary one, whereby, in endeavour- 
© ing to waſh away the Stain of a falſe 
© Crime which has been laid to my Charge, 
© violating and breaking thro' the mott 
© ſolemn Ties in Nature. 

- Notwithſtanding the Duke began to ſtag- 
ger, he would certainly have fully ſatisfy d 
his Curioſity, but that one of his Atten- 
dants, at that very Inſtant, came haſtily 
in, to inform him, that the Baron de Vit- 
VILLE was that Moment arriv'd from the 
Count of Flanders about Affairs of the 

reateſt Importance. Retire, VavprAav,: 

ſaid the Duke to him; go, and prepare 
to make me the Diſcovery and Confeſſi- 
© on which J abſolutely inſiſt upon, and 
© from which nothing ſhall excuſe you: 
It is at that Price I ſet the Liberty I 
© ſuffer you to enjoy: In the Interim, you 
may continue at Court: I will prevail 
* with the Dutcheſs to let you ſtay.” 
I be generous Vaupray, whom an Ex- 


ceſs of Fortunes Liberality had render'd 
unfortunate, - departed to his own Home, 


full of Acknowledgments for the Greatneſs 
of his Prince's Bounty, on one Hand ; but, 


on the other, overwhelm'd with Grief and 


King Reflections. He, without Diffi- 
culty, foreſaw, that the Dutcheſs would ne- 


L 9 
ver ſtop at that her firſt Attempt; nor did 
he make any Doubt, but that in the End 
he muſt infallibly fall a Victim to the re- 
doubled Efforts of ſo very dangerous an 
Enemy; and this tormenting Idea caſt him 
into ſo violent an Agitation, that he could 
not take the leaſt Repoſe. He paſsd the 
Night under the moſt cruel Doubts and 
Apprehenſions; and the next Day, when 
the Hour came which oblig 
to the Palace, the ſame agonizing Thoughts 


5 


accompany d him thither, without being 


able to diſcover in his Prince's Countenance, 


whether or no he ſtill retain'd the ſame fa- 


tal Prejudice he had before. In a Word,. 


after having perform'd all the Duties of his 


Charge, he retir'd to go home to his Lodg- 


ing; but in the Way he receivd a Letter 
om an unknown Perſon, who deliver d it 


to him with ſo much Precaution, and made 
away with ſo much Hafte, or rather Preci- 
pitation, that he could by no Means get 


Information from whence it came. | 
He made all the Haſte he could that he 


might find out the Meaning of this new 
Myſtery ; and was no ſooner come into his 


Apartment, but, opening the Billet, he 
Band theft Words: © f 


| ThE 


d him to repair 
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The BILLET. 


VO are come off triumphantly ; but 

don't hope to be always victorious: 
Reſentment. and Indignation are ſtill prepar- 
ing freſh Encounters for you: Tou will un- 
doubtedly fall their Victim, except you have 
Recourſe to Love to eſpouſe your Intereſt : 
T bink upon what you deſerve, and from 
thence you may know how to gueſs at - what 
you ought to fear: Tou are offer d War or 
Peace; take your Choice. 


* Vavupray had no great Difficulty to 
comprehend that this Billet came from the 
[Dutcheſs ; but the alternate Propoſals which 
were made him- therein, could be no In- 
ducement to ſtagger him in the juſt Reſo- 
lation he had taken.. 'That Princeſs had 
made a Shew of being appeas'd, when the 
Duke had given her an Account of the 
whole Converſation he had held with the 
Perſon whom ſhe was endeavouring to ruin. 
She had, at her Leiſure, ſeriouſly reflected 
upon her haſty Proceedings, and with what 
Promptitude ſhe had accus d a Man ſhe fo 
ardently lovd, and how little Proſpect 
there was of touching his Heart by ſuch 
eruel and inhuman Methods. She never- 


tbeleſs-was glad that ſhe had not d 


[a] 


her Accuſation ſo far, as the Violence of 


her Paſſion would at firſt have forc'd her 
to do; and now made no Manner of Scru- 


ple in imagining; that perhaps ſhe had laid 


a wrong Conſtruction upon Vauprar's 
Expreſſions, which, it was probable, might 
proceed purely from an Exceſs of Zeal 
and Reſpect. > 

The Duke, who deſir d nothing but to 
enjoy a calm and quiet Mind, was exceed- 
ingly pleas'd to leave her in a State of Se- 
dateneſs and 'Tranquillity ; but the Con- 
feſſion VauprAay had made of his enter- 
taining a ſecret Amour, would infallibly 
have rais'd another furions Storm in the 
Dutcheſs's Breaſt, had not her Heart flat- 
ter d her Imagination with the Ideas of his 
having made Uſe of that Artifice, purely 
to diſengage himſelf adroitly from the too 
preſſing Importunity and Curioſity of the 
Duke: Nor could ſhe avoid being ſenſibly 
touch'd at the Diſcretion he had ſhew'd, in 
Regard of a Perſon whoſe Proceedings de- 
ſery'd ſo little at his Hands. Her Soul was 
mollify d with the Reflections of an Action 
ſo generous, and ſhe immediately began to 
be inſpir d both with Compaſſion and Ac- 
knowledgments. But ſhe did not long en- 
tertain thoſe juſt and commendable Senti- 
ments. She had flatter'd herſelf with fan- 
cying, that Vaupxay would have taken 
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the Advantage of the many Opportunities 
_ the gave him of addreſſing himſelf to her 
in private; but, on the contrary, having 
taken Notice of the ſmall Effect her Billet 
had made upon his Heart, and the great 
Care he | took to avoid her, ſhe ſoon felt 
her former Fury beginning to revive in her 
Soul, and with ſo much greater Violence 
than before, as it was increas'd by ſome 
Sparks of Jealouſy ; inſomuch, that ſoon 
returning to her firſt revengeful Deſigns, 
ſhe had Recourſe to the baſeſt and moſt 
unworthy Artifices imaginable, in order to 
bring them about. That Expedient which 
firſt preſented itſelf to her Imagination, 
ſeem d to her to be irreſiſtably infallible : 
She doubted not, if ſhe feign'd herſelf to 
be with Child, but that the Duke, charm'd 
and overjoy'd at that welcome News; 
would grant to the Impetuoſity of her De- 
ſires, whatſoever ſhe ſhould pretend to long 
for, and that by theſe Means ſhe could not 
miſs of pouring down inevitable Deſtructi- 
on upon the Head of that ungrateful Man, 
who lighted and deſpis'd her Love. | 
It is very eaſy to imagine the 'Tranſports 
of Joy the Duke felt, when this ſubtle and 
deceitful Princeſs inſpir d him with ſo flat- 
tering an Expectation: His Paſſion for her 
increas d every Moment, and his Heart, 
but too ſenſible of a Bleſſing he ſo little 
3 hoped 
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hoped for, redoubled its Complaiſance to- 
wards her, and made him endeavour, by 
the moſt nificent Entertainments and 
Diverſions of Gallantry, to return her 
ſome Share of the great Pleaſure ſne gave 
him. For a conſiderable Time nothing 
was to be ſeen but Sports and Feſtivals; 
and every one ſtrove, with the greateſt E- 
mulation, to manifeſt to the Duke how 
ſenſible a Part all his Subjects bore in his 
Satisfaction and Happineſs ; and. VAavs 
PRAY alone, among all thoſe Numbers, 
was conſtrain'd, purely threagh Decency 
and Good-manners, to join in that univer- 
ſal Rejoicing. He readily ſurmis d, that 
this new Conception, this Breeding of the- 
Dutcheſs, whether real or counterfeit, was 
only the Forerunner of his Ruin : He 
was perfectly well acquainted with the 
Duke's Character; and from the revenge- 
ful Temper, and the Malignity of the 
Dutcheſs, he had great Cauſe to fear all 


Things. He had but too fatal Proofs of 


the Truth of theſe Conjectures; and that 
dangerous Princeſs was too ſucceſsful in 


the Advantage ſhe took of the Increaſe of 


the Duke's Paſſion and Complaiſance for 
her, and with which ſhe had ſo artfully 
-inſpir'd him. 

One Day, as the Duke was with her, 


pouring out his Proteſtations, that no“ 


nothing. 


* this ſecret Paſſion, had not his Audaciouſ- 
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nothing was wanting to compleat his Hap- 
—— ſince he was upon the Point of 
aving ſo dear a Pledge of her Love; 
© I can't perſuade myſelf, ſaid ſhe, with a 
* languiſhing Look, that you can poſſibly 
© have ſo extraordinary a Tenderneſs and 
© Paſſion for me, as you take ſuch Pains in 
© endeayouring to make me believe : 'The 
Heir you are in Expectation of, is all 
© that pleaſes you in me: Of this I have 
© had but too plain Demonſtration, by the 
© ſmall Regard you have expreſs'd to the 
© Complaints I ſome Time ſince made to 
© you againſt” VAupRAv. That inſolent 
Favourite of your's triumphs over me 
and the Favour you ſhew that Minion, 
© conſtrains me to ſuffer Affronts of ſo 
© groſs à Nature, and to ſeem ſatisfy d, 
© purely to pleafure you; for, in ſhort, I 
© have no longer any Room to doubt of 
© his preſumptuous Temerity: His Eyes 
© have too clearly confirm'd what he would 
© utter witthis Mouth; but you have ſuf- 
© fer'd' yourſelf to be deluded by a few 
© fallacious and” deceitful Words, and have 
© taken that fictitious and ridiculous Story 
© of the imaginary: Amour he invented, as 
©a ſufficient Excuſe. For what Reaſon 
© elſe, my Lord, ſhould he have conceal'd 
from your Knowledge the real Object of 


neſs 
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© neſs inſpir d him to entertain that Paſſion 
© for me? Is it naturally probable, that he 
© could be able ſo to blind the Eyes of a 
© whole Court, who are ſo attentive in ob- 


* ſerving all his Motions, as to prevent the 
© Diſcovery of his Aſſiduity and Addreſſes 


to that Perſon who was really Miſtreſs of 


* his Heart? Ceaſe therefore, continu'd ſhe, 
©.to let yourſelf be fo groſsly impos'd up- 
on, and make a thorough Examination 
© into a Myſtery, wherein your Honour is 
ſo nearly concern'd : Compel your Fa- 
© yourite to name the Perſon he is in love 


with: If he complies, it will be eaſy to 


© diſtinguiſh Truth from Fiction; but if 


© he refuſes, and continues obſtinate in his 


© Silence, you may be aſſur d, that it is I 
* myſelf who am the ſole Object of his 
© raſh and preſumptuous Paſſion.” 

The Duke, during this Diſcourſe, by 
examining within himſelf into the Proba- 
bility of every Circumſtance, began to be 
ſo fully convinc'd, that he blam'd and con- 
demn'd his Weakneſs, in being ſo credu- 
lous as to give Ear and be led away with 
ſuch fallacious Appearances. This Re- 
flection having taken a ſudden Poſſeſſion of 
his Mind, he ſaid to her, You are intire- 
* ly in the right, Madam; my too eaſy 
© Blindneſs has led me into an Error: But, 
Heaven be prais d, your Counſels wi 

a 


4” a 


* 
x. 2 = : A + $A my T3 2" "a. a - — N — 5 
ng TP ” | — - pay” 7 - - 4 5 5 4 
— — ́ —— W — r E — — 


— 
4 
4 ————@>— 


— 


_— 


-@$.-- -- — RE "CEE" 8 FR 
SET af I 2 n 


1 

7 aſſiſt me to repair my Fault; and 1 

© ſhould, before now, have penetrated 

© into this Secret which * of ſuch 
d ſe 


Importance to me, if you em'd to 
have been cur d of 2 7. former Suſpici- 
© ons. I will force Vavpzay to explain 
the whole Matter in very clear Terms; 
* and if he makes the leaſt Heſitation in 
© giving me that Satisfaction, he muſt cer- 
* tainly expect to feel the moſt violent Ef. 
fects of my juſt Reſentment.” | 
When this Converſation was ended, the 
Duke left her, and. went to give Orders 
for making Preparations for a great Hunt- 
ig-Match. xx 

The Court-Ladies, at the Time ap- 
pointed, were all there, habited like Ama- 
Zons, and new Charms were added to their 
natural Beauties by the extreme Gallantry 
of their Dreſs and Equipage; and the 
Nobility and Chevaliers upon that Occaſi- 
on, emulated each other in the gallant 
Appearance of their magnificent Habits. 
In a Word, nothing could have added to 
the Beauty of this noble Cavalcade, or 
have render'd it more compleat, but the 
Preſence of the lovely Counteſs de Vercr : 
But a flight Indiſpoſition had confin'd her 
to her Country -Retirement, nor was ſhe 
ſorry for having that Pretext to excuſe her 


Ablence. 
4 The 
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The whole Company were difpers'd 


here and there in every Part of the Fo- 
reſt ; but the Duke, that Day, forgot the 
great Love and Inclination he naturally 
us d to have for that Sport; and ordering 
Vauprar to follow him, he went to a 
Fountain-Side, where he fat down, and 


commanded that Favourite to do the like. | 


His Air was extremely gloomy, and he ap- 
pear'd to be thoughtful, with his Eyes full 
of Indignation and Choler ; nor was it 
very difficult for the unhappy Vavpzar to 
comprehend, that he was going to ſtand the 
Brunt of ſome new Storm. At laſt the 
Duke broke Silence, and, in an angry 
Tone, fiercely ſaid, It is not juſt nor rea- 
* ſonable that you ſhould any longer diſ- 
turb the Happineſs and Repoſe of my 
© Life. The Hopes I am in of ſoon ſee- 
* ing myſelf bleſt with an Heir, would ſet 
© me upon the higheſt Summit of earthly 
© Felicity, did not_ You, and you alone, 


© poiſon all this Sweetneſs. You muſt take 


* your Choice, continu'd he, elevating his 
* Voice ſtill higher, either to loſe my 
* Friendſhip, my Confidence, and perhaps 
© your Life, or, without heſitating, to 
© tell me the Name of the Perſon who is 
* Miſtreſs of your Affections, with the 


whole Hiſtory of your Amour. My 


* Honour demands that you obey me, 


ſince 


* 
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©-ſince a Suſpicion can never be effac'd out 
© of the Soul of a Prince, by any Thing 
* but Blood or Sincerity. Speak therefore, 
and render yourſelf either worthy of my 
© Friendſhip, or of my Hatred.” 
© My Lord, anſwer d Va vpzar reſpect- 
© fully, I would .much ſooner conſent to 
© loſe my Life than to diſcover my Secret, 
© if by my Death I could convince you of 
© my Innocence. Your Goodneſs ſtaggers 
my Conſtancy, more than the Horror of 
© the cruelleſt Tortures can poſſibly do. It 
© fills my Soul with Deſpair, to ſee that 
© my unhappy Fate makes me the fatal In- 
© ſtrument of diſturbing your 'Tranquillity. 
To You it is I owe my. All; and yet, by 
© a falſe Repreſentation, I appear guilty of 
© a baſe Ingratitude. Well, my Lord, to 
\ © convince you of my untainted Fidelity, 
Jof my Sincerity, and of my grat 
© Acknowledgment for your Bounties, I 
© am going to make you a Declaration of 
© the only Thing upon which the Happi- 
© neſs of my whole Life intirely depends : 
© But if I may be permitted to exact from 
© my Prince a ſolemn Oath, never to re- 
veal to any one whomſoever the Secret I 
© ſhall commit to his 'Truſt, I ſhall eſteem 
© that Condeſcenſion as the greateſt of all 
© the innumerable Favours he has ſo gra- 
N ciouſly beſtow'd upon me. 
| N Fear 
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© Fear nothing, anſwer'd the Duke, 
© impatiently, I ſwear by all that I eſteem 
© moſt ſacred, that I will keep whatever 
© you ſhall tell me, with an inviolable 
© Secrecy.” Since you have the Boun- 
© ty to give me ſuch an Aſſurance, re- 


© ply d VAupRAx, I am ready, my Lord, 


© by a ſincere and faithful Confeſſion, to 


* ſet your Mind at Eaſe, and to reſtore 


* your Heart to its wonted Calmneſs. At 
theſe Words, after having continued ſi- 
lent for a Moment or 'T'wo, to recal to 


his Memory ſome Particulars, he began 


his Relation in the following Terms. 


OSes TE TEE TY 


The Hiſtory of Vau DR Av, and 
the Counteſs de VE Gl. 


the Conſequence of the Secret I 
am going to commit to your Truſt, 


you will, doubtleſs, acknowledge, my 


ord, what Confidence I have in your 
Generoſity, and how ſincerely I am de- 
voted to you; ſince, in ſo doing, I both 
forget and violate my moſt ſacred Vows, 
and betray the lovelieſt and moſt finiſh'd 
D Part 
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Part of Nature's Workmanſhip, whio has 
not her Equal in the Univerſe, and pure- 
ly to contribute to your Repoſe. Your 
Highgeſs will be the more eaſily convinc'd 
of this Truth, when you are inform'd, 
that notwithſtanding the tender Love and 
Friendſhip there ever was between my 
Brother and me, he is wholly ignorant 
of any Part of this ſacred Myſtery. Pre- 
pare yourſelf, therefore, if you pleaſe, 
to hear me make frequent Mention of 
ſeveral Publick Occurrences with which 

our Highneſs is perfectly acquainted ; 
— thoſe Circumſtances bear a — ib 
ſo very neceſſary to my particular Adven- 
tures, that I cannot conveniently omit any 
one of them. 

I confeſs then, my Lord, that I was 
acquainted with Love almoſt as ſoon as I 
was acquainted with myſelf : Your beau- 
tiful Niece, Madame De Vexc1, inſpir'd 
me with a Senſibility of that ſootiing 
Paſſion, even- in my very Infancy, and 
which has ſince grown to an. Ardour the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt inviolable that ever was. 

At theſe Words, the Countenance of 
the Duke appear'd very much alter'd, 
ſhewing great Marks of Surprize ; but 
being unwilling to 23 VAuDRAT's 
Diſcourſe, he made Signs for him to pro- 
ceed. | 


Par- 


124 

Pardon my Raſhneſs, my Lord, conti- 
nued he; it has made me guilty of en- 
tertaining Thoughts too preſumptuous 
and aſpiring; but the impetuous/Emo- 
tions and Impulſes of Love leave but 
little Room for Reflection; and beſides, 
J was ſo very young when 1 firſt began 
to feel the Force of this irreſiſtable Flame, 
that That Conſideration alone plcads 
my Excuſe. Your Highneſs knows that 
the charming LAURA de LoxRAINE was 
brought up in your Court, and had her 
Education with the young Princeſſes, the 
Count D' AL BON's Daughters; and that 
from her Cradle ſne gave the moſt pro- 
miſing Hopes, by the extraordinary Per- 
fections of her Perſon, and the uncom- 
mon Vivacity of her Wit. The Bounties 
with which your Highneſs was pleas'd to 
Honour my Father, gave my Brother and 
me an eaſy Acceſs into the Palace, and 
I had often the Honour of being ad- 
mitted into the Company of the young 
Princeſſes when they were amuſing them- 
ſelves with Diverſions agreeable to their 
Years. From thoſe Frequentations, which 
my Non-Age authoriz'd, that Flame, 
which will never be extinguifh'd but 
with my Life, began firſt to be kindled 

in my Heart. The young Lavuza- in- 
| ſpir'd me with Sentiments, of the Mean- 
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ing or Cauſe whereof I was perfectly ig- 
norant. I was ſenſible of nothing but of 
the Pleaſure I felt in being near her, nor 
knew I any Uneaſineſs but in her Ab- 
ſence. I will not, my Lord, make a Re- 
cital of the trifling Particulars of our In- 
fancy, how charming ſoever their Ideas 
are ſtill to my Memory, ſince they muſt, 
doubtleſs, prove tireſome to you; but 
ſhall only inform you of thoſe Paſlages 
which may be beſt capable of convincing 
ou of the Exceſs of my Love. The 
little Aſſiduities I us'd in my officious 
Attendance upon my young Princeſs, 
ſeem'd to have made ſome Impreſſion 
upon her Heart. With what 'Tranſports 
did I obſerve that ſhe was not inſenſible 
to the Care I took to pleaſe her! We 
paſs'd ſome Years in this happy State : 
Ir is true, we had not Experience enough 
to diſtinguiſh the real Cauſe of the 
Sweetneſs of our innocent Sympathy; 
but nevertheleſs, we taſted, without Di- 
ſturbance or Conſtraint, the Pleaſure of 
loving one another, and of being almoſt 
continually together. But, alas ! this 
- agreeable 'Tranquillity was interrupted in 
the End, and I perceiv'd that my Soul 
began to be poſleſs'd with Sentiments far 
more lively than thoſe I knew before. 


It 
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It was upon the Occaſion of a great 
Turnament your Highneſs caus'd to be 
proclaim'd, that Love, by quite different 
Emotions from thoſe I had already felt, 
made me throughly ſenſible that I was 
going to pay very dear for the Repoſe 
of the firſt Years of my Life. I was not 
full Sixteen, and I was flatter'd by my 
that I might hope for Succeſs. m tho 
Exercifes to which I had vigorouſly ap- 
ply'd myſelf, as well to render myſelf the 
more acceptable to the beautiful LAURA, 


as inſpir'd with the ſame Emulation which 


reign'd among ſeveral young Noblemen 
who were my School-Fellows and Compa- 
nions. Your Highneſs had iſſued out an 
Order, 'That all the Cavaliers who in- 
tended to enter the Liſts, ſhould maintain 
and defend the Beauty and Perfections 
of their reſpective Miſtreſſes. Every one 
{trove with the greateſt Emulation to 
out- do each other in the Preparations the 

made to appear with the utmoſt Magnifi- 
cence and Splendor upon that folemn Oc- 


caſion. My Father, who, rather out ofs 


a Point of Honour, than any other Mo- 
tive, was likewiſe making ready to be pre- 
ſent at that Feſtival among the reſt, hap- 
pen'd to be taken ill ; and notwithſtand- 
ing his Indiſpoſition was neither dangerous 
nor very conſiderable, it being, however, 
D 3 fuf- 
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Tufficient to hinder him from appearing 
in the Liſts, your Highneſs choſe him 
to officiate as one of the Judges of the 
Field. As for me, I was ſo unfortunate 
as to have no Encouragement to claim 
any Share in an Affair which would ſo 
agreeably have flatter'd my Inclination ; 
when ſome few Days before the Time 
prefix'd for the 'Turnament to begin, go- 
ing into the Appartment where the young 
Princeſſes generally us'd to paſs ſome 
Hours of the Day at their Diverſions, I 
was extremely ſurpriz'd at my not find- 
ing LAURA there, and much more when 
I was told, that, contrary to her Cuſtom, 
ſhe would by no Perſuaſions, be preyail'd 
with to quit her Appartment. I ran thi- 
ther with that Liberty which was then ſtill 
permitted me, where I found her having 
in her Countenance ſuch 'Tokens of Me- 
lancholy and Uneaſineſs as quite confound- 
ed and amaz'd me. What ails my 
charming Princeſs, ſaid I? what can oc- 
© caſion this Gloomineſs which I obſerve 
© upon you? Conceal it not from me, I 
© beſeech you; for you are not igno- 
rant that I would joyfully ſacrifice a 
. © Thouſand Lives to convince the lovely 
LAURA how much I adore her. 
At theſe Words the lovely Princeſs 

ſomewhat recover'd herſelf from that 
Thought- 


C 3s 1 
Thoughtfulneſs which oppreſs'd her, and 


caſting a gracious Regard upon me, ſaid, 
© I am well aſſur'd that I have no Friend 
* more ſincere than yourſelf : But I am 
very ſenſible, at the ſame time, that it no 
way lies in your Power to diſſipate my 
preſent melancholy Humour. Reaſon 
indeed might do it; but J proteſt, con- 
tinued ſhe, with a moſt agreeable ſort 
of Vehemency, I am yet too. young to 
follow her Leſſons. * How exquiſitely 
happy, my m—_— Laura, faid I, 
haſtily interrupting her, ſhould I think 
myſelf, if you would eternally reje& 
the unſeaſonable Counſels which that 
cruel Reaſon may give you to the Pre- 
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was too much taken up with her inward 
Chagrin, to give much Regard to the 
Tenderneſs of that Expreſſion. © I ſhould 
© be ſcrupulous, continued ſhe, of diſco- 
* yering to every one the Subject of my 
* Concern ; but I repoſe ſo great a Con- 
* fidence in your Friendſhip, that I will 
* confeſs to you, without being any wiſe 
* apprehenſive of the Railery I am con- 
* ſcious I deſerve, that I am piqu'd in a 
very ſenſible Manner, that my imma- 
* ture Years prevent any of the Cavaliers 
* of our Court from undertaking to break 
* a Lance in my Name, or for my Sake* 
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© Well, my adorable Princeſs, ſaid I, you 
© muſt be ſatisfy d: My Love will furniſh 
* me with ſome Means of contenting you. 
© I will maintain againſt all Mankind, 
© 'That You alone deſerye the Prize for 
* which any may have the Temerity to 
© diſpute to your Prejudice: Do me but 
* the Honour to accept of me for your 
Cavalier; truſt me with that glorious 
Charge, and your Eyes ſhall be, the 
Witneſſes, that notwithſtanding my want 
© of Years, the Ardour of my Paſſion 
© will enable me to maintain the Glory of 
© fo noble a Choice.” | 
. Notwithſtanding the Princeſs, viſibly 
enough, appear'd to be touch'd with a 
- Diſcourſe which flatter d her Deſires, ſhe 
_ obligingly refus d my Propoſal, with a 
ne, and in 'Terms, far aboye her 
"Years ; and I had all the Reaſon in the 
World to be content, ſince all the Diffi- 
culty ſhe made, ran only upon her Ap- 
prehenſions of the Danger to which 1 
was about to expoſe myſelf. Vanquiſh'd 
at laſt by my preſſing Importunities, ſhe 
conſented to receive that Token of my 
Love, condeſcending to give me ſo delicate 
a Proof of the Confidence the repos d in 
me; but withal, extorted from me a ſo- 
lemn Promiſe, that whatever Succeſs m 
Enterprize ſhould have, the Motive * 
| f a 
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had engag'd me to undertake it, ſhould 
moſt religiouſly be kept an eternal Secret 
from all the World. This Permiſſion 


caus'd in me a 'Tranfport of Joy which 


ſeem'd to preſage me the Victory; and 
my Thoughts were then no otherwiſe 
employ'd than how, with all Privacy, to 
make the neceſſary Preparations for that 
Magnificent Feſtival. I was ſoon furniſh'd 
with the Means ; for the Armour, and 
all the reſt of its Appurtenances, which 
my Father had made for himſelf, being 
now become uſeleſs to him, ſervd very 
a propos to my Deſign : I being of good 
Stature for my Age, they all fitted me 
very well. I ſhall not, my Lord, enter 
into a Detail of the Particulars of a Fe- 
ſtival, whereof all the Luſtre, Splendor, 
and Magnificence, were intirely owing: to 
your Highneſs's Direction and Preſence. 
So, to proceed in my Narrative; The 
Turnament began for a conſiderable while 
before I offer d to appear, being deter- 
min'd to attack the Conqueror; when, 
obſtrving that not one of the Champi- 


ons was able to withſtand the Vigour 
and Good-Fortune of GRRARD DR VI- 
ENNE, I had the Temerity to advance, 
brandiſhing my Lance, into the Liſts, 
and to bid him Defiance. I had Leiſure 
enough to get engrav'd upon my Shield 
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the Repreſentation of HERE the Goddeſs 
of Youth, incompaſs'd with Cupids, toge- 
ther with that of CyTREREA ſeeming in 
air for that Preference : Round a- 
bout I had caus'd to be engraven in large 
Characters, - | 


HERE TRIUMPHS OVER VENUS. 


GrRARD DE VIENNE receiv'd me with 
that Addreſs and Intrepidity ſo natural 
to him: But my Fortune would have it, 
that, in the 'Three Encounters we made, 
according to Cuſtom, he could not gain 
the leaſt Advantage over me. Upon this, 
we fell to it with our Swords, which, 
likewiſe, according to the Laws of Tur- 
naments, ought to terminate at 'Three 
Bouts : But my Antagoniſt, meeting with 
à Reſiſtance to which he had not been ac- 
_ cuſtom'd, went beyond the ordinary Rules, 
and engag'd me with an Animoſity which 
had like to have prov'd fatal to both. 
I had the Good-Fortune to run him 
through the 'Thigh ; but he, finding the 
Weakneſs of my Armour in one Place, 
paſs'd his Sword quite through my Body. 
I fell from my Horſe into the Arms of 
my Father, who, with the other Judges 

the Field, came running in to part us. 


Your 
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Your Highneſs may be pleas'd to ima- 


gine the Greatneſs of his Surprize, when 
having put down my Bever, he knew me. 
The Extremity of his Grief made an Im- 
preſſion even upon your Highneſs, and 
you had the Goodneſs to expreſs a Con- 
cern. I was carry'd off; and for a con- 
ſiderable Time my Life was deſpair'd of; 
but at laſt the Excellency of the Cordials 
brought me to open my Eyes, and ſoon 
after I recover'd the Uſe of all my Fa- 
eulties. Thoſe about me, when they ſaw 
I was come to myſelf, would then fain 
have known the Motives of that my raſh, 
and inconſiderate Undertaking ; but the 
Surgeons forbad them to make me talk 
till they had dreſs'd my Wound a ſecond. 
Tim. 
Will your Highneſs believe me, when I 
dare have the Aſſurance to affirm to you, 


that the terrible Condition in which I 


then was, caus' d me to be ſenſible of a 
certain Pleaſure and Eaſineſs of Mind far 
exceeding the Pain I felt, or the Danger 
with which my Life was threaten' d. I 
had given ſome Proof of my Courage, 
and, at the ſame time, made my lovely 
Princeſs ſenſible to what a Degree of Pat- 
ſion I ador'd her: My only Diſquiet 
was, to know what Effect that Action of 
mine had produc'd in her Heart; but ir 


was: 
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Vas not long before I had that Satis- 


faction. 
After the Surgeons had unanimouſl 
given their Opinions, that my Wound, 


tho' very dangerous, was not mortal, 


Yourſelf, my Lord, did me the Honour 
to come to ſee me, and even to expreſs 
a Joy for the Hopes which had been given 
me of my Life. I ſtill perfectly well re- 
member, 'Fhat, having firſt blam'd my 
fooliſh Raſhneſs, You commended my ge- 
nerous Boldneſs, the fole Motive whereof 


appear'd to You to be an Emulation of 


acquiring Honour : 'The whole Court fol- 
low'd your Example and Sentiments ; 


however, the gallant Device with which 


I had adorn'd my Shield, occaſion'd ſe- 
veral Perſons to heſitate at what Con- 
ſtruction they ought to put upon it; but 
I fo poſitively, and with ſuch ſeeming 
ingenuous Sincerity, maintain'd, that the 
Repreſentation of HERE was no other 
than an Allufion to my own Youth, that 
I at length perſwaded the moſt incredu- 
lous. A few Days after, the young Prin- 
ceſſes, who were brought up in your 
Highneſs's Palace, conducted by Madame 


D' Ar od, honour'd me likewiſe with a 


Viſit; and among the reſt, came the 
beautiful LAURA. After the firſt Com- 
pliments, my Father being buſy in en- 
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tertaining the Counteſs D' Ar RO in Diſ- 
courſe, the Princeſs LA ux A approach d 
my Bed- ſide; and while the other young 
Ladies were agreeably amuſing themſelves 
with looking upon the Device of my 
Shield, ſhe had an Opportunity to tell me, 
That ſhe was very ſenſible of what I had 
done for her Sake. © You have hazarded 
© your Life, added ſhe, but be aſſur'd, 
that my Acknowledgment is nothing in- 
ferior to the Gallantry of the Action 
you undertook with a View of pleaſing 
me. 
* Moſt adorable LAURA, anſwer'd I, 
this Acknowledgment which you make 
me, is undoubtedly very ſoothing and flat- 
tering to my Imagination ; but I did not 
labour ſo much to obtain that, as I did to 
touch your Heart with ſtill more ten- 
der Sentiments.* I ſee plain enough, 
interrupted the Princeſs, with a Smile, 
that it is as difficult for you to moderate 
your Valour in the Field, as your Ar- 
dour in attacking the Ladies; but, in 
a Word, VAu DRA; think of recover- 
ing your Health, in which I muſt own 
Myſelf to be ſome what intereſted : You 
have found the Means of making it not 
indifferent to me : Oblige me to ſay no 
more upon this Subject; a longer Con- 
verſation will te equally prejudicial to 
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© your Recovery, and to what I owe to 
*, myſelf.* At theſe Words ſhe join'd 
the Princeſſes her Couſins, who for ſome 
Moments longer amus'd themſelves with 
examining my Armour, and then de- 
parted. 

The Goodneſs of my Conſtitution, to- 
ether with the Satisfaction of my Mind, 
don produc'd a very happy Change: 
'The Fever left me, my Strength: return'd, 

and in a few Days I found myſelf in a 
Condition to leave my Bed, and, not 
long after, my Chamber. My firſt Care, 
my Lord, was to return your Highneſs 
Thanks for the undeſery'd Goodneſs 
| wherewith you had vouchſaf d to honour 
me ; after which, I flew to the Appart- 
ment of my dear Princeſs. © My charm- 
ing LAURA, ſaid I, throwing myſelf 
© at her Feet, I come to tender you an 
© Offer of that Life which your Good- 
© neſs has preſery'd: You have render'd 
it ſo glorious by employing it in your 
© Service, that it would be little leſs than 
© Inhumanity to deſtroy your own Work- 
© manſhip. ? 
It would be happy for me, reply'd 
© Lava, (obliging me to riſe, with a 
| © Sweetneſs in her Looks which quite 
© charm'd me) if in Effect I had contributed 
towards your Recovery: I, too impru- 
8 © dently, 
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© dently, caus'd you to expoſe your Life, | 

not to avow to you that I ſee you again 

with Pleaſure ; but I muſt ſtill make | 

you a farther Confeſſion : The Danger 

into which I inconſiderately led you, 

would ſoon have prov'd equally fatal 

to us both, had you miſcarry'd ; ſince 

I could not poſſibly have enjoy'd a 

Moment's Conſolation for my having 

precipitated you into ſo evident a Pe- 

ril. My unwary Youth prevented me 

from reflecting on the Conſequences of 

an pn! ings to which I, ſo raſhly, gave 

my Conſent : Yet, after all, you ought i 

not to entertain the worſe Opinion of 1 

me upon that Account, ſince it has fur- 

niſn'd you with ſo good an Opportu- 

nity 4 giving ſhining Proofs: of your 

Valour.* ©* Ungenerous Princeſs ! reply'd 

I, it belongs to the Publick to applaud 
; 
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my Courage, if I have been ſo fortu- 
nate as to ſhew any : But grant me the 
© Permiſſion to tell you, that you are in 
© the wrong to counſel me to have a Re- : 
* gard for any other Happineſs of Life ; 
© but where Love is immediately con- 5 
* cernd : That Deity alone was my 


© Guide ; and I ſhould have Reaſon to i 
* complain of him, if he ſhould ſuffer you 1 
to take upon yourſelf what he forcibly N 
compell'd me to do for your Sake. ; 


© Theſe 
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. © Thefe Diſtinctions are of a very deli- 
© cate Nature, interrupted LA ux A, ſmile- 
© ing; but in Reality I owe you too much 
© to leave you in Doubt of my Thoughts 
concerning your Conduct in this Affair. 
* Know then, Vavpray, that I am nei- 
© ther ungenerous nor ingrateful ; the 
Action you have done, carries with it 
© a Character ſo paſſionate, that in ex- 
© poling to my View the utmoſt Extent 
© of its Meaning, it opens my Eyes, and 
© gives me Sentiments of which my want 
© of Years, till this Moment, had pre- 
© vented me from feeling the Conſe- 
© quences. I wholly depend upon a 
© Prince extremely jealous of his Ho- 
© nour and Dignity, who undoubredly 
deſigns me for ſome Perſon of a very 
eminent and diſtinguiſh'd Rank ; and 
tho*, perhaps, I ſhall force my Inclina- 
tion in fo doing, I am yet fully deter- 
min'd to obey him. What then can 
you hope from a fruitleſs Paſſion ? I 
was born a Princeſs, and at the Ex- 
pence of my Repoſe, and even of my 
Life, I ought to maintain that Cha- 
racter. Prepare yourſelf therefore, my 
© dear Vavupray, to ſee me curb, to ſee 
me ſtifle an Inclination which I cannot 
help confeſſing to you, that even my 
1 Cha- 
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© Character, my Honour itſelf, will fcarce 
© eyer be able wholly to eradicate. ” 

As I was preparing to return an An- 
ſwer to a Diſcourſe ſo very obliging, and 
at the ſame time ſo cruelly deſtructive to 
my Paſſion, one of the Princeſs's Female- 
Attendants came in to tell her, that your 
Highneſs wanted to ſpeak with her in 
your Appartment. I took my Leave of 
the charming LAURA, being no leſs over- 
whelm'd with Grief, than I was replete 
with Love for, and Admiration of that 
adorable Princeſs. Thoſe noble Senti- 
ments ſhe expreſs'd, tho directly oppo- 
fite to my Happineſs, increas'd my Paſ- 
fron. I found them ſo agreeable to thoſe 

ſhe ought to entertain, that I ſigh'd as 
much for not being able, reaſonably, to 
condemn them, as I did at the Thoughts 
of the Obſtacle they were likely to be to 
my future Repoſe. 

However, my Liege, the Princeſs, 
from that Day, began to avoid me ; ſhe 
inſenſibly debarr'd me from thoſe Liber- 
ties, which, *till then, my Youth had 
permitted me to take. I perceiy'd it, 
without having it in my Power to blame 
her Conduct; for, from thence-forward, 
I was condemn'd to ſigh without com- 
plaining. Eee 


Two 
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Two Years elaps'd under this inſup- 
portable Conſtraint, my Eyes being all 
that while the only Interpreters of m 
Heart; and I ſometimes read in thoſe 
of my adorable Princeſs, that ſhe was a 
Partaker of the Pain impos'd on us both 
by a too rigorous Duty: But, alas! how 
weak and imperfe&t a Conſolation was 
that to a Heart inflam'd like mine? At 
the ſame time, to compleat my Deſpair, 


my Father, without conſulting my Incli- 


nation, took a Reſolution to marry me to 
Brancut de BravrxemonT, who might 
with . Juſtice have paſs'd for the moſt 
beautiful Lady of the whole Conrt, had 
not the inchanting Lavza been its prin- 
cipat Ornament. Your Highneſs was con- 
ſulted upon that Affair: You gave your 
Conſent : Nor was it till that Moment 
that I knew the leaſt Syllable of the Yoke 


which was intended for me; and then my 


Father mention'd it to me as a 'Thing in- 
tirely reſolv d upon, and which was to 
be concluded in a very few Days. Judge, 
my Lord, how great muſt be his Surprize 
to find me give an abſolute Denial to ac- 
cept of the Advantages he offer'd me, to- 
gether with ſo agreeable a Perſon as Ma- 
demoiſelle de BRAUTRREMONTr. It avail'd 
him little to lay before me the Honour of 
ſuch an Alliance, and the juſt Reſent- 
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ment an illuſtrious Family like that, would 
have at my Refuſal : I remain'd immove- 
able in my firſt Reſolution, notwithſtand- 
ing the paternal Authority he endeavour'd 
to exert, in order to bring me to a Com- 
pliance. He went ſo far as even to pre- 
vail with Your Highneſs to let me know 
the Part you condeſcended to take in m 
Concerns : Your Highneſs did it wi 
Candour and Lenity : 'The Princeſs her- 
ſelf had likewiſe the Cruelty to preſs me 
to it ; but methought, upon that Occa- 
ſion, I obſerv'd that her Words betray d 
the Sentiments of her Heart. In anſwer 
to thoſe preſſing Sollicitations, I ſo vigo- 
rouſly alledg'd my Want of Years, and the 
little Reliſh I had for a marry'd Life, that 
I had not only my Father's Indignation 
to encounter with, but likewiſe the ſharp 
Reſentment of the Lords of the Houſe of 
BRAUTREMOoN T. I made {light of all, va- 
luing myſelf upon having given to my 
dear Princeſs a freſh Proof of my Paſſion 
„ 

I ſoon perceiv d the happy Effect my 
Reſiſtance had wrought upon Laura s 
Heart. I met her one Day coming from 
the Appartment of your Highneſs's moſt 
Excellent Conſort. © Vaupzayv, faid 
© ſhe, ſomewhat haſtily, as ſhe paſs'd by 


me, I am truly ſen ble of the whole 


© Merit 
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© Merit of what you do upon my Ac- 
count; but what will you be the bet- 
ter for making Sacrifices of which the 
only Advantage you can ex to reap, 
is 4 fruitleſs Pity 7 You — a tempt- 
ing Fortune for a Perſon who can ne- 
ver poſſibly be a Sharer with you of 
* any thing but your Misfortunes. Ha- 
ving ſaid this, ſhe left me ſo precipitately, 
that I could not return any Anſwer. I 
remain'd quite tranſported at thoſe obli- 
ing Expreffions, and I bleſs'd, a thou- 
d Times, the Firmneſs of my Reſolu- 
tion, which had occaſion'd them: But 
a Croud of melancholy Reflections foon 
made me fenſible, that my Prineeſs, as 
tenderly ſenfible of my Suffering as ſhe 
expreſs d herſelf to be, could not, like 
me, oppoſe abſolute Commands, and that 
it could not be long before fome happy 
Rival would deprive me of thoſe ſlender 
Remains of Hope which alone kept me 
alive. In effect, that cruel Moment came, 
and I felt all the Tortures which I had 
but too plainly foreſeen. Laura's Beauty, 
which was haſtening apace to arrive at 
that Point of Perfection it has ſince at- 
tain'd, brought me 'moſt formidable Ri- 
vals. The Count Ds Vere, encourag'd 
by the Honour he enjoy'd of being re- 
lated to your Highneſs, declared himſelf 
1 | her 
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her Admirer, and by his Aſſiduities to 
pleaſe my dear Princeſs, and the magnifi- 
cent Feaſts he made for her, convinc'd 
the World of his Pretenſions. 

I was.quite 'Thunder-ſtruck at this fa- 
tal News: It reduc'd me to Deſpair, in 
ſpight of the diſtant Glimpſe of Hope I 
had conceiv'd. 'The bare Idea of ſeeing 
what I adord in the Arms of another, 
quite ſurmounted my Conſtancy. But, 
Great God ! how was my Torture in- 
creas d, when I heard it rumour'd Abroad, 
that the Count De VerGr had obtain'd 
your Highneſs's Conſent to addreſs the 
Beauty for whom I ſigh'd ! It was then 
that my Fury grew outrageous ; a thouſand 
Horrors oppreſs'd my Mind, and I form'd 
ſeveral violent Reſolutions againſt the 
Count's Life: But Reaſon, and Love itſelf, 
ſoon made me comprehend, that by enter- 
taining ſuch deſperate and vain 'Thoughts, 
I ſhould not only injure the Reputation of 


the Object of all my Vows, but likewiſe 


I ſhould be nothing the happier, ſince it 
was more than probable that another 
would reap the Fruit of my Deſpair. 


The Princeſs, who perceivd my Per- 


plexity, had the Goodneſs, by favourable 
Looks, and ſome obliging Expreſſions, to 
endeavour to reſtore a Calm in my tem- 


peſtuous Breaſt. The Satisfaction of find- 
war ing 
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ing that Goddeſs of my Heart intereſt 
herſelf in my Torments, ſomewhat abated 
the Impetuoſity of my firſt Agitations, 
and the Arrival of the Counts de Bax 
and de BxESssE, help'd ſtill more to mo- 
derate my Anguiſh. 

- Thoſe Princes appear'd at Court with 
a Magnificence ſuitable to their Rank, 
and their Deſign of attempting to bear 
off the Prize at that great Horſe-Race 
which the Count de Vercr's Paſhon for 
the Princeſs Laura, caus'd him to exhi- 
bit. In the Count de Bax's Retinue, 
were the Sieurs de LRNONcOUR, Rockk- 
couxr, GIiUsTINE, SOMIEURE, K. 
BLlain, Sc. The Count de Bx ESS E 
brought with him the Barons de /a Baume, 
MoxrREVELI, de SALLE, de AL BTGN u, 
de Coup ER, and ſeveral- Chevaliers of 
Note. 
Your Highneſs muſt needs remember 
how much the Count de Bax, tho' other- 
wiſe not diſagreeable in his Perſon, had 
of Ferocity and Savageneſs in his Counte- 
nance, and that the Phyſiognomy of the 
Count de BxESssE had ſomething which 
denoted the Perfidy and Deceit of his 
Heart. In a Word, thoſe Princes, with 
thoſe Qualities, both of them fell in Love 
with LAURA, and gave ſplendid Demon- 
ſtrations of their increaſing Paſſion. This 
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powerful Diverſion gave me a Satisfaction 
which a Lover ſeldom enjoys upon- the 
Diſcovery of his Rivals. I made no 
doubt but that they would do their ut- 


- moſt to ballance the Count de VEReI in 


his Pretenſions. In effect, they neglected 
no Expedient, no Aſſiduity, in order to 
obtain the Preference. Feaits, Balls, and 
Turnaments, became daily Entertainments, 
and thoſe Three amorous and magnificent 
Rivals ſtrove with all imaginable Emula- 
tion which of them ſhoald carry off the 
conteſted Prize. In ſhort, nothing was to 
be ſeen but Gallantry : I alone, plung'd 
into an Abyſs of Chagrin, ſolitarily figh'd 
away my unhappy Hours, with Horror 
at the Idca of what Miſery was to attend 
the Remainder of my Days ; for I made 
no Doubt, but that one of my Three 


Rivals would be choſen. I was fo grie- 


vouſly tormented with theſe new Ideas, 


that, unable to reſiſt the racking Uneaſi- 
neſs they gave me, I reſolv'd to write to 
my Princeſs ; which I did in theſe Terms. 


BILL RT, 


Dye, divine Princeſs ! Every Thing a- 
bandons me except that Tyrant Love, 
who will conduct me to the Graue: Hope, 
which alone ſupports the Unfortunate Lover, 
is, 
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is, for ever, divorc'd from my. Heart. Com- 
mand me, then, to put an End to a Life ſo 
inſupportably wretched ; or permit me, at 
your Feet, to receive Orders to live. 


I put this Billet in my Pocket, with 
a Deſign to deliver it to the Princeſs ; and 
that very Evening an Occaſion offer d. 
A ificent Ball was appointed in the 
Palace, and the Liberty every one had 
to go in mask'd, gave me likewiſe the 
Liberty of approaching my dear Laura. 
I had the Good-Fortune to make my- 
ſelf known to her, and to prevail with 
her to receive my Billet. She took it 
ſo adroitly, that none perceivd her; 
and under Pretext of reading ſome Ver- 
fes which the Count de Bax had pro- 
curd to be made for her, I obſery'd that 
the read what my Love had dictated ; 
after which, ſhe had the Goodneſs, b 
Looks full of a languiſhing — 
to let me ſee that ſhe was not unmov d 
at my Sufferings. 
However, I retird in a cruel Incerti- 
tude of what Anſwer I might hope for. 
I waited for the next Day with an ex- 
treme Impatience ; and that Day, which 
I flatter'd myſelf would have afforded me 
ſome Conſolation, had like to have coſt 
me my _—_ I expected, that at the 


Count 


. 

Count de VerGr's Treat, who, in his Turn, 
had prepar'd a ſumptuous Feaſt for the 
Princeſs, I ſhould, by the ſame Means, re- 
ceive my Laura's Commands; and with 
this View I repair'd to the Palace mask'd, 
and as meanly diſguis'd as poſſible, in 
order to conceal myſelf from the Know- 
ledge of all but of her to whom I de- 
ſign'd to make myſelf known. 

But ſhe was always ſo ſurrounded by 
an officious Crowd of importunate Ad- 
mirers, that I could by no Means make 
her take Notice of me. When I was 
quite out of Hopes of being able to get 
near her amidſt that tumultuous Aſſem- 
bly, I thought it my beſt Way to re- 
tire to a certain darkiſh Paſſage which led 
to her own Appartment, hoping that, as 
ſhe came by, I might have an Opportu- 
nity to learn her Pleaſure. 

I had been there ſome Moments re- 
flecting upon the Cruelty of my De- 
ſtiny, which oblig'd me to ſeek Dark. 
neſs and Yolitude, while my Rivals en- 
joy'd the Liberty of making publick 
Profeſſion of Sentiments which could not 
poſſibly ſtand in Competition with the 
Ardour and 'Tenderneſs of mine, when 
two Perſons in Masks, not perceiving 
me, came near the Place, where I ſtood 
cloſe up in a Corner, to diſcourſe more 

| com- 
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commodiouſly, As I eafily knew them 
to be the Counts de Bax and de BRESsRE, 
and it is natural for every jealous Lo- 
ver to have a Deſire to penetrate into 
the Secrets of his Rivals, I was charm'd 
at my not being diſcover'd. 'The Count 
de Bax, aſſiming the Diſcourſe with ſome 
Impetuoſity, {aid to the Count de BRESSE, 
Our Deſtinies, my Lord, are undoubt- 
edly alike, and the Duke of Bux uN Dy 
has, I do not queſtion, acquainted you 
with the Preference he gives to de 
VxRSI: I know not what Effect his 
unworthy Refuſal has produc'd in your 
Soul: For my Part, I find myſelf tranſ- 
ported with the moſt violent Rage, and 
would immediately have given bloody 
Proofs of my Reſentment, had 1 not 
expected more favourable Sentiments 


languiſh : But I have juſt diſcover'd 


tude to us, ſurpaſſes the Duke's In- 
juſtice : I heard that wegk Princeſs 
give de VERGL a Rendezvous, ordering 
him to be to-morrow Night, at Eight, 
in the new Grotto belonging to the Pa- 
* © lace Garden. | 

© Ah ! my Lord, interrupted the 
© Count de Brxrssrt, what do you tell 
+ me! By this cruel Diſcourſe you but 
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© too 


from the Perſon for whom we equally 


a Secret; and find that her Ingrati- 
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© too much confirm the juſt Suſpicion 


© rais'd in my Breaſt upon Account of 


© a Billet which, ſome Moments ſince, 
© I took up as it fell from Laura's Bo- 
© ſom, while ſhe was dancing with de 
© VrxGTI. Here, continued he, giving 
© him the fatal Paper, read the Con- 
© firmation of our Misfortune. * The 
Count de Bax took it, and drawing to 


a little Window, the only Light there 


was near that Place, he read pretty loud 
what I diſtin&ly heard, and is till freſh 
in my Memory; the Words were theſe. 


BILLET. 


Y Heart would willingly calm all 

your Agitations ; but what can it 
do for your Eaſe 9 Mean while, moderate 
your Diſquiet : Your Rivals have more 
Cauſe to complain, and are much more to 
be pitied than you: And to compleat your 
Satisfaction, to the utmoſt of my Power, reſt 
aſſur'd, that I partake of your Pain, and 
that, for your Sake, I am about to take a 
Step which ought for ever to convince you 
of my Goodneſs to you. | | 


It is impoſſible for me to expreſs to 
our Highneſs what I felt at this fatal 


News: 'The Counts ſeem'd little leſs un- 
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eaſy. They were preparing to go on 
with their Diſcourſe, which 3 . 
leſs, have inform'd me of their pernici- 
ous Deſigns, if at that very Inſtant they 
had not perceiv'd that I obſerv'd them. 
The Count de BAR immediately advanc'd 
fiercely towards me ; but as I would not 
be known, I made off, and got into the 
Hall among the Company, where he 

ſoon loſt Sight of me. | 
I went Home overwhelm'd with a 
deeper Deſpair than, in my whole Life, 
I had ever felt before, fully perſwaded 
that I had diſcover'd a Piece of the 
blackeſt Treachery in the World. With- 
out the leaſt Heſitation I reſoly'd to be 
at the Place of my happy Rival's Ren- 
dezvous, and I paſs'd the Hours which 
receded that inauſpicious Moment, in 
inexpreſſible Impatience. At length, when 
I thought it was Time for me to fly to 
the fatal Spot, where I was to be Wit- 
neſs of my Wretchedneſs, I took By-Ways, 
and was oblig'd to hide myſelf in a large 
Honey-Suckle Buſh. From the Diſtance 
I was at from the Grotto, I conceiv'd, 
with Chagrin, that I ſhould loſe Part 
of my perfidious Princeſs's Diſcourſe ; 
but I was not at Liberty to chuſe for 
myſelf, the Buſh in which I lay con- 
ceal'd being the neareſt to that Place. 
| | Judge, 
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Judge, my Lord, what muſt be my Re- 
ections while I was waiting for the coming 
of my imagin'd faithleſs Princeſs, It is 
certain that Grief is not mortal, ſince I 
ſurviv'd thoſe cruel Moments. The only 
'Thing capable of keeping me alive, was, 
the firm Reſolution I had taken to pierce 
the Heart of my triumphant Rival, and 
with the ſame Dagger with which I ſhould 
have facrificd him to my juſt Fury, to 
have put an End at once to my Life and 
Misfortunes, 

My Thoughts were deeply plung'd in 
theſe diſmal Ideas, when, caſting my 
Eyes towards the Palace, I beheld the 
cruel Lauzxa, with a precipitate Pace, 
advancing towards the Grotto. 'This Im- 
patience of hers to be firſt at the Ren- 
dezvous, redoubled my Rage, and I am 
ſtill at a Loſs to comprehend how I had 
ſo much Command over myſelf as to re- 
fiſt the extreme Inclination I had to quit 
my Hiding-Place, and load her with the 
moſt injurious Reproaches. But the ex- 
_ ceſhve Deſire I had to hear what ſhe could 
ſay to de VERS, detain'd me. The 
Princeſs enter'd the Grotto, and not find- 
ing the Perſon ſhe expected, fat down 
on a green Bank, and fell into a pro- 
found 'Thoughtfulneſs. I obſery'd all her 
Motions, as much as what Light the 
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Moon gave, would permit, and my Jea- 
louſy perſwaded me, that the little Haſte 
my Rival made, caus'd the Uneaſineſs in 
which ſhe ſeem'd to be: But I had not 
Time long to bend my Attention that 
Way; for I ſoon after ſaw de Verci 
come in, and immediately caſt himſelf 
at her Feet. She made him riſe, with an 
Indulgence that wanted little of depriving 
me of the Uſe of my Reaſon ; and, to 
compleat my Deſpair, I could hear little 
or nothing of their Diſcourſe, as I had 
well foreſeen. My Ears being of no Uſe 
to me, I employ'd my Eyes ; and, from 
the leaſt Geſtures, I imagin'd Conſequen- 
ces, which I believ'd Certainties; and 
the Prepoſſeſſion of my Soul was ſuch, 
that I fancy'd de VerGr was returning 
to LAuxA a Thouſand grateful Acknow- 
ledgments for her Goodneſs to him. But 
at laſt my Patience abſolutely abandon'd 
me, when I beheld that happy Lover 
raſhly fixing his prefumptuous Lips upon 
one of the fair Hands of my Princeſs. 

I proteſt to your Highneſs, that when 
J faw that, I no longer doubted of my 
Ruin; and as I was preparing to execute 
my fatal Deſign, I ſaw enter the Grotto, 
where what was ſo contrary to my Paſ- 
fion, was tranſacting, two Men, Sword 
in Hand, whom I preſently knew to be the 
- | Counts 


[ 79 ] 


Counts de BxESSE and de BAR. They ſud- 
denly fell upon the Count de VerG:, and, 
before he had Time to put himſelf in a 
Poſture of Defence, they dangerouſly 
wounded him. However, as he was one 
of the braveſt Men of his 'Time, he ſoon 
recover'd himſelf, ſo as to make a gallant 
Reſiſtance to the Attack of his baſe Aſ- 
ſaſſines. Notwithſtanding I had Time 
enough to conſider that I had it in my 
Power for ever to rid myſelf of thoſe 
three Rivals, without appearing in the Af- 
fair, I made not a Moment's Heſitation 
to follow the Dictates of Honour and 
Generoſity, and ſucceſsfully put myſelf 
by the Count de Vexer's Side, and had 
the Happineſs to aſſiſt him ſo effectually, 
that thoſe unworthy Princes betook them- 
ſelves to a precipitate Flight. 'The Count; 
having no more Enemies to encounter, 
turn'd towards me, and to teſtify his Ac- 
knowledgment for the ſeaſonable Aſſiſt- 
ance I had given him, ſaid, I happily 
© reap the Advantage, Vaupray, of the 
* indefatigable Care you take to follow 
the Princeſs every where: In the mean 
* while, without examining into the Mo- 
tive, my Senſibility - - He was un- 
doubtedly going on with his Diſcourſe ; 
but his Wearineſs, and the great Quantity 
of Blood which he had loſt, having 
E 4 weak 
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weaken'd him all at once, he fell down 
ſenſeleſs at the Feet of the beautiful 
Lauxa, who, for her Part, was ſo ſeiz'd 
with Aſtoniſhment and Fear, that ſhe had 
not the Power to get away. I ap- 
proach'd her trembling, © Princeſs, ſaid 
* I to her, What ſhall I do to ſerve 
* you, and to fave the Life of the hap- 
© pieſt of Mortals ? Let us not loſe ſuch 
precious Moments; and by the Efforts 
© I make upon myſelf, know that I was 
© not unworthy of a better Fate.“ As 
Laura was about to return me an An- 
fwer, we ſaw advancing towards us a 
great Number of People whom the Noiſe 
of Swords had brought thither. Fly, 
© Madam, faid I; it is proper that I 
alone ſhould be Witneſs to de VerGr's 
© Happineſs 3 

The aſtoniſh'd Princeſs was preparing 
to make Uſe of my Advice ; but your 
Highneſs, follow'd by Part of your Court, 
arrivd where we were. You have ſince 
avow'd, that you was never ſo ſurpriz d 
in your Life: To find the Count de 
VEerGi weltering in his own Blood; to 
ſee the Princeſs, half dead, in a Place, 
and at an Hour, ſo extraordinary ; and 
to meet me, at the ſame Time, with my 
Sword drawn, ſtanding by them ! All this, 
at firſt, ſeem'd incredibly * 


* 
* 
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ble to your Highneſs : But Anger imme- 
diately ſucceeding your Surprize, you 
made no Scruple of believing, that it was 
I who had put the Count in the Condi- 
tion wherein you found him, and you, 
perhaps, ſuſpected the virtuous Lauza 
of holding a criminal Correſpondence 
with me. In a Word, my Lord, you 
commanded her to retire, with a Severity 
which pierc'd me to the very Bottom of 
my Heart, tho', at the ſame Time, I 
thought her faithleſs. 

I caſt myſelf at your Feet, in order 
to give you an exact Account of all that 
had been tranſacted ; but the unhappy 
Appearances which oppos'd our Juſtifica- 
tion, prevented your Highneſs from giving 
Ear to my Words. 

By your Highneſs's Order, I was dragg d 
to Priſon, while the Count de VerGT was 
carry'd to the Palace. I perceiv'd, with 
Grief, that my Safety wholly depended 
upon his ; it being he alone who could: 
witneſs for my Innocence. Shall I inge- 
nuouſly confeſs, my Liege, what were 
my Thoughts under theſe wretched Cir- 
cumſtances ? 'The Satisfaction of being 
juſtified for a Crime laid to my Charge 
with ſuch convincing Appearances of 
Truth, ſeem'd to me nothing in Com- 
petition with the mortal Chagrin of owing 
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that Juſtification to my Rival. Added to 
this, I felt all the Bitterneſs of this un- 
fortunate Adventure ; and that the Prin- 
ceſs, in excuſing herſelf, in regard to the 
Intelligence ſhe might be ſuſpected to hold 
with me, muſt be oblig d to confeſs what 
what ſhe had done for the Count de 
Vetor. * 

* Alas ! cry'd I, doubtleſs the Duke, who 
has already approv'd of that Prince's 
© Paſſion, will be Highly fatisfy'd to find 
the Princeſs anſwer it; he will certainly 
© unite thoſe Lovers, and I ſhall be 
* declar'd innocent, only to be Witneſs 
* of an Union fo fatal to my Eternal 
* Repoſt. | 

I paſs'd the Night in theſe racking Re- 
flections; but, alas! all that I had fore- 
Rem was confirm'd in the Morning. My 


Brother, whoſe Affection to me is very 


great, was the firſt who, by your High- 
neſs's Order, came to releaſe me from 
my Confinement. From him I underſtood; 
That ſome Hours after the Count de 
VEercr had been put in Bed, he, having 
recover d his Speech, had told your High- 
neſs all that had paſs'd' in the Grotto, 
and that he had not only juſtify'd the 
Prineeſs and me, but likewiſe had given 

ou an Account of the Aſſiſtance I gave 
hips in Terms that made nie bluſh, — 
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He likewiſe told me, that the unworthy 
Counts had precipitately left the Court; 
and that de Bax, in the Confuſion he 
was then in, had left, upon the Table 
in his Cloſet, a Billet, which fell into the 
Hands of SoMieurE ; and as that Cava- 
lier, who would not accompany his treache-- 
rous Lord, happen'd to find it, he pre- 
ſently ſuſpected it to belong to Laura, 
as knowing her Hand by having ſeen ſome 
Verſes of her Writing, and had fav'd itz. 
as imagining it to have been the Cauſe os. 
all thoſe Diſorders. 

But, my Lord, admire my Good-For-- 
tune upon this Occaſion : My Brother, 
very happily for me, was an intimate Ac- 
quaintance of SoMIEurs : that Cavalier, 
who .had leſs Acceſs at Court than he, de- 
liver d to him the aforeſaid Billet, in or- 
der to return it to the Princeſs LAURA: 
I deſir d my Brother to let me ſee it, 
and, upon Peruſal, I ſoon found it to be 
the ſame that had given me ſo much Un- 
ealineſs. 

He made no Difficulty to- ſuffer me to 
charge myſelf with the Delivery of the 
Billet to the charming LAux A, after which 
he conducted me, according to your High 
neſs's Order, to de VER s Appartment, 
where you. then . was. Your Highneſs, 
doubtleis, remembers, that, in the moſt: 

obliging 
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obliging Terms, that Prince thank'd me 
for the Service I had done him, and 
ſeem'd full of Regret for the indifferent 
Recompence I had receiv'd for it. Your 
Highneſs likewiſe vouchſaf d to expreſs 
ar Concern for what ſmall Injuſtice 
d been done me, and to beſtow far 


— Praiſe on my Action than it de- 
i 


I withdrew, well fatisfy'd with the 
Count's Acknowledgement. Every one 
mought it very probable, that, walking 


nn the Garden, I came to the Grotto upon 
bearing the Claſhing of Swords. 


However, your Highneſs heard what 
was whiſper d abroad to the Princeſs's Diſ- 
advantage; and in order to put a Stop to 
thoſe Rumours, you determin'd to unite 
her for ever to the Count de VEREI, as 
ſoon as he ſhould have recover'd his 
Health, which was ſpeedily hop'd for, his 
Loſs of Blood being his greateſt Harm, and 
what alone had cavs'd his Faintneſs. 

When I heard this melancholy News, 
I was juſt ready to expire with Grief ; 
but as I expected it, and had foreſeen 
it as an unavoidable Stroke, I arm'd my- 
felf with all my Conſtancy: I feign'd an 
Indifp6fition for ſeveral Days, that I 
might prepare and fortif, my Reaſon 
againſt ſo inevitable a Misfortune. I} 
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alas ! how fruitleſs were my Precautions ! 
It little avail'd me to repreſent to my Ima- 
gination, that my extreme Sorrow was 
neither juſt nor reaſonable ; it was wholly 
out of my Power to maſter it ; and the 
Idea of Lavxa's Infidelity, which I in- 
ceſſantly oppos'd to the Violence of my 
Paſſion, was too weak to triumph over it. 

In a Word, being no longer able to 
reſiſt the terrible Diſquiet with which my 
Soul was agitated, and being unwilling 
to manifeſt any Signs of the Torment I 
endur'd, I refolvd to quit Bux@unpyY, 
and to end my Life in the firſt Place 
where War would furniſh me with an ho- 
nourable Opportunity. 

Having form'd this Reſolution, I began 
to prepare to put it in Execution. I pri- 
vately got = Affairs in Order, and fur- 
niſh'd. myſelf with Money ſufficient for a 
long Journey. When the Morning of the 
Day which preceded that of my Departure, 
came, I thought it requiſite, the better to- 
conceal my Deſign, to make my Appear- 
ance at the Palace: But that was no 
other than a vain Pretext wherewith I / 
endeavour'd to ſatisfy my Reaſon ; for, 
in reality, I was dragg'd thither by the 
ſecret Pleaſure of once more ſeeing my 
dear 'T raytoreſs. 
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Accordingly I went to Court, and 
there, in every Quarter, I met the Con- 
firmation of that fatal Union which was 
to prove my Ruin. After ſome Stay, 1 
was about -to return, without even the 
oor Conſolation of having a Sight of 


the Princeſs ; when, paſſing by her Ap- 


partment, I ſaw her coming out. She 
was alone ; and the Deſpair which was 
viſible in my Eyes ſtriking thoſe of that 
lovely Tyrant, ſhe ſtopp'd me. Vau- 
* DRAY, ſaid ſhe, in a low Voice, you 
© fly me: A falſe Appearance deceives 
* you, while I am the moſt wretched 
© Princeſs upon Earth ! * © Too ingrate- 
ful Lavxa, reply'd I, fixing my Eyes 
© on hers, I cannot doubt of my Wretch- 
© edneſs ; I have been an Eye-Witneſs of 
my Unhappineſs ; but I ſhall ſoon de- 
© liver you for ever from an Object whoſe 
© Preſence would inceſſantly reproach your 
© Perfidy ! * 

I had much ado to utter thoſe laſt 
Words, ſo much was my Speech obſtruct- 
ed by Heart=breaking Sighs and Sobs, 
which almoſt ſuffocated me ; and with 
ſome ſmall Satisfaction I perceiv'd that 
Laura was no leſs touch'd than my- 
ſelf, by the Floods of Tears which trickled 
down her beautiful Cheeks. 


I 37 J 
© VavprAy, ſaid ſhe, IJ had taken & 
® Reſolution to avoid any private Conver- 
© ſation with you, as one of the greateſt 
© Dangers that could attend me; but my 
* Honour is concern'd to difabuſe you of 
© a Suſpicion which gives me no ſmall 
* Uneaſfineſs. I can eafily convince you 
* of my Innocence : Would to Heaven 
© T could as eaſily conceal from you my 
| Weakneſs ! Come, therefore, this Even- 

ing to my Appartment; Ill take Care 
that we ſhall not be interrupted: But 
remember, that it will be the laſt Meet- 
ing that my Duty can ever permit me 
to grant to your Love. 

At theſe Words the Princeſs left me ; 
and I beheld in her Eyes ſo much 'Ten- 
derneſs and Sincerity, that my Fears were 
all diſſipated in a Moment. I felt re- 
kindling in my Breaſt ſome Sparks of 
thoſe Pleaſures which had been ſo long 
baniſh'd from thence ; and, in a Word, 
I return'd to my Father's Houſe ſo diffe- 
rent from what I had been when I laſt 
left it, that I ſcarce knew myſelf. 

It is needleſs for me to tell your High- 
neſs with what Impatience I waited for 
the Hour in which 1 was to go to the 
Princeſs : 'Thoſe who have ever felt Love, 
are too well acquainted with the different 
Effects that irreſiſtable Paſſion * ä 
| ever. 


. 


1 


[ 88 ] 


Never Day appear'd to me ſo tedious ; 
but at laſt the wiſh'd-for Night arriv'd, and 
I flew to the Place of my happy Aſſig- 
nation. LAURA, who, to diſengage her- 
ſelf from an importunate Crowd of Viſi- 


tors, had feign'd a violent Pain in her 


Head, the better to colour it, was lain 


down on a Couch, and in that Poſture ſne 


receivd me. Her Head-Attire was a 
negligent Diſpabille; and notwithſtanding 
all the reſt of her Apparel was anſwera- 
ble to that Simplicity, ſhe never ap- 
pear'd ſo beautiful in my Eyes as ſhe 
did then. Several of her Women-At- 
tendants were amuſing themſelves in her 
Appartment upon a Piece of Embroi- 
dery. Come hither, Vavupzay, faid ſhe, 
* when ſhe ſaw me enter, I want to con- 
© ſult you about ſomething that concerns 


me. At theſe Words ſhe commanded 


me to fit down by her, the Diſtance being 
great enough to hinder any of her Gen- 
tlewomen from overhearing us. 
II Tris now in vain for us to flatter our 
© Imaginations. I can no longer avoid 
giving my Hand to the Count de Ver; 
and notwithſtanding the Sentiments I 
* have for you, we muſt part for ever. 
© A tyrannick Duty drags me from my 
© Inclinations : But, alas] ſuch is the fa- 
tal Deſtiny of Perſons of my * 
their 
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their Hearts are never conſulted; tlie 
are ordain'd for Victims, and as ſuc 
are forc'd to undergo whatever Yoke 
is impos d on them! The Duke gives 
me to de Vert, and I muſt, of Neceſ- 
ſity, bid an eternal Adieu both to your 
Love and your Company. Prepare 


yourſelf, therefore, to ſtand this Shock 


with Conſtancy, and think upon what 
my Honour and Character exacts from 
me. I am ſenſible of the Exceſs of 
your Paſſion, I know your Suſpicions, 
and it is in order to ſatisfy both the one 
and the other, that I have run the Ha- 
zard of ſuffering you to come hither, 


notwithſtanding the Terms upon which 


I ſtand with Monſieur de VERS. You 
ought to be ſatisfied with this alone; 
but I owe to myſelf the letting you 
into the Secret of the Adyenture of the 
Grotto, Know then, continued ſhe, 
without ſuffering me to interrupt her, 
that, on the Day when we had the 
Ball, at which ſo many extraordinary 
Incidents ſucceeded each other, the 
Counts de Bax and de BxxssE ſepa- 
rately caus'd me to be demanded of 
the Duke in Marriage. Thoſe Propo- 
fals could do no leſs than diſpleaſe him; 
as well upon Account of the ill Qua- 
lities of thoſe Princes, as the 9 
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he had made to Monſieur de VRO. 
He complimented them both; and to 
get rid of their Importunities, told 
them, That he could not poſſibly re- 
cede from bis Mord given ; That I had 
long ſince been promis'd to the Count de 
VxRer, which Alliance was very ſhortly 
to be concluded. 'Thoſe two unworthy 
Suitors grew outrageous at that Refu- 
fal, which, in all Appearance, was the 
Pretext for the baſe Action they com- 
mitted. 'The Duke, ſoon after, came 
into my Appartment, where, having 
given me an Account of what had 
paſs'd between them, he told me, that, 
in order, for the future, to avoid Re- 
fuſals of that Nature, which might oc- 
caſion Diſturbances in his State, it was 
his Pleaſure, that I ſhould prepare my- 
ſelf, in two Days, to give my Hand 
to the Count de VEGI, adding, That 


© he was. weary of the ſmall Haſte I made 


to obey him: 2 

At theſe Words he withdrew, leaving 
me overwhelm'd with Gricf. The Time 
he gave me, purſued the Princeſs, 
ſeem'd to me ſo ſhort, that I found 
myſelf at an utter Loſs what Meafures 
to take. The Billet you wrote me, 
touch'd me to the Quick: I read, in the 


moſt lively Colours, the Torments under 
* which 
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which you languiſh'd, without _—_ 
it in my Power to apply a Remedy. 
determin'd therefore, at laſt, to ſpeak 
to Monſieur de VErGr, in order to gain 
his Conſent to defer our Nuptials for 
ſome Time. I doubted not, in the 
leaſt, but that, with a good Grace, he 
would comply with what I had to re- 
queſt at his Hands, and in the mean 
while, to calm the Agitations of your 
Mind, I had the Imprudence to take 
with me the Anſwer to your Billet, which 
you expected, and which I had the 
Misfortune to drop at the Ball. Ever 
ſince that 'Time, I have been in the ter- 
rible Anxiety of not knowing into 
whoſe Hands my Letter has fallen. 
© Fear nothing, my Princeſs, inter- 
rupted I, with Precipitation ; Chance, 
which gave me ſo great a Share in the 
Incidents of that cruel Night, to re- 
pair the Tortures I have endur'd, caus'd 
that precious Pledge of your Good- 
neſs to fall into my Poſſeſſion : Here is, 
continued I, that fatal Billet which has 
given me as much 'Torture as it now 
affords me Pleaſure. Great God ! could 
I imagine that I was the Object of thoſe 
tender Regards, ſeeing it in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Count de Bir, and believ- 
ing it intended for the happy de Vere: ! 
| Upon. 
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Upon this, I went on, and told her 
how I heard the Diſcourſe between the 
Counts de Bax and de Bxesse, and all 
the reſt, of which ſhe was ignorant. You may 
imagine, my Lord, that I forgot not to 
int out in lively Colours all the Agonies 
had undergone. She ſeem'd touch'd at 
my Sufferings, and we both reflected, with 
Admiration, upon the Caprice of For- 
tune, which at the very 'Time when ſhe 
ſeem' d abſolutely bent upon my Ruin, re- 
ſerv'd for me the Glory of diſintangling 
the Intricacy of ſo many extraordinary 

Adventures. | 
After this Elucidation, the Princeſs re- 
aſſum d the Diſcourſe. © Far, ſaid ſhe, 
© from reaping any Advantage from the 
Aſſignation I gave Monſieur de Vere, 
_ © the fatal Conſequences it brought upon 
© him, have made the Duke earneſter than 
© ever for the Concluſion of my Marri- 
© age, and he only waits for his perfect 


” © Recovery to make an End of it: Nor 


© can I any longer blame his Procedure, 
© ſince the Noiſe that Affair makes, _ 
© draw on me an unjuſt Cenſure, whic 
nothing but my Marriage can poſſibly 
© diſfipate. But what redoubles my Deſ- 
< pair, purſu'd Lava, is, that de VERer, 
© whom Love has render'd diffident and 
* clear-fighted, ſtill continues in an Aſto- 
| © niſhment 
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© niſhment how Chance alone ſhould dis 


rect you ſo opportunely to his Aſ- 
© ſiſtance. You may remember that, in 
© the Grotto, he let fall ſome Expreſ- 
© fions which ſhew'd his Uneaſineſs: But, 
* Vauprav, continued ſhe, ſighing, I 
© hope you will affiſt me to extinguiſh 
© for ever that Spark of Jealouſy which 
© has taken Place in his Heart, and that 
vou will fly all Occaſions of coming into 


\ © my Sight. Begin then to put it in 


Execution: Let us part, my dear VA u- 
© DRAY ; you know my Inclinations; you 


.* ſee my Duty: Adieu; keep me in your 


* Memory : Notwithſtanding the cruel 
Law which ſeparates us, I ſhall never 
forget you. 

A Flood of Tears put a Stop to her 
Words; and reaching out to me her beau- 
tiful Hand, I fix d my Lips thereon with 
ſuch inexpreſſible Tranſport, that I 
thought I ſhould have expir'd that Mo- 
ment, I utter'd all that the tendereſt 
Paſhon could diate ; but, in a Word 
my Lord, I was oblig'd to retire, pierc'd 
to the very Soul with inſupportable Grief, 
I paſs'd the Night in an abſolute Deſpair ; 


and the next Morning, very a propos, I 


underſtood, that your Highneſs deſign'd 
to acquaint King Pn1Lry of the intended 
Marriage of the Count de VEReI - 

| e 
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the Princeſs your Niece. This Occaſion 
appear'd very favourable to my Deſign 
of abſenting myſelf ; for which Reaſon I 
ſo vigorouſly preſs'd my Father to endea- 
vour to obtain that Commiſſion from your 
Highneſs, that he undertook it, as well 
upon Account of my Intreaty, as that it 
was not diſagreeable to his own Deſires, 


for the Honour himſelf would reap by 


that Employ. 

Your Highneſs had the Goodneſs to 
grant his Requeſt, and I made ready to 
accompany him, far leſs out of any Cu- 
rioſity I had to ſee the moſt auguſt Court 
in Europe, than to prevent my being an 
Eye-Witneſs of my Rival's Happineſs, 
which was ſeal'd a few Days after my 


Departure, 


As Vaunray was going on with his 
Hiſtory, and the Duke was liſtening with 
the greateſt Attention, ſeeming to take 
Pleaſure in the Recital of a Secret which 
ſo nearly concern'd him, a Noiſe was 
heard of the Hunters advancing that Way, 
and ſoon after a mighty Boar ruſh'd by 
them. The Duke immediately leap'd up- 
on his Horſe, and, follow'd by Vaupzar, 
went in Purſuit of that terrible Creature, 
and had the Honour of deſtroying the 


| Boar with his Lance. All the Ladies, with 


their 
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their Cavaliers, ſoon arriv'd there, "and 
congratulated their Sovereign upon his Vi- 
gour and Agility. .\ 

That gallant Prince courteouſly return'd 
their Compliments ; and as Vauprar's 
Relation, and the Boar's Fall, had diſſi- 
pated his ill Humour, he return'd to Di- 
jou with a Chearfulneſs in his Countenance 
which he communicated to the whole 
Court. He expreſs'd to Vauprary, in 
particular, the extreme Satisfaction his 
Diſcourſe had given him, and the greateſt 
Impatience to hear the Sequel. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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abandon'd herſelf to an Ex 
of fealouſy, ſoon began her 

Artifices and Importunities with the Duke 

her Conſort. She flatter'd herſelf with 

the Thoughts of having infus'd into the 

Breaſt of that credulous Prince part of 

the dire Malignity which rag'd in her 

r 


PEI a of Burgundy, 'who had rer 
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own ; and ſhe doubted not but that, in 
a very ſhort Time, the inſenſible VA u- 
DRAY Would feel the fatal Effects of thoſe 
perfidious Inſinuations. But ſhe found 
herſelf cruelly deceiv'd, when upon the 
next Opportunity ſhe took to ſtart a Diſ- 
courſe to the Duke upon that Subject, that 
Prince reply'd ; Deſiſt, Madam, from tors 
menting yourſelf : VaupRAx is innocent. It 
is true he loves; but I know the Object of 
his Vows. 1 ie. n, 
Theſe racking Words were like ſo many 

Daggers to the Heart of the jealous and 
vindictive Dutcheſs : She wanted little of 
ſinking down under them; and, in ſpite 
of her natural Diſſimulation, ſhe would 
infallibly have diſcover d vhat it ſo highly 
concern d her to keep ſecret, had that 
good Prince but harbour d the leaſt Suſ- 
picion of her Perfidy. However, recover- 
ing herſelf readily enough, I have, then 
* {till greater Cauſe to be incens d ainſt 
* that baſe, preſumptuous Man, cry d the 
* with Vehemence, ſince having already 
© his Heart engag'd with a previous Paſ- 

* fion, he has the Inſolence to chuſe me 
for the Object of his Railery : But I 
rather believe all that to be only the 
© Continuation- of ' thoſe Chimera's with 
* which he has already abus'd your Cre- 
* Qulity. Suffer Mme —— my Lord, 


- 
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; either to ſcruple the Veracity of his In- 
p ſinuations, or to aſſiſt you in ſearching 
into the Bottom of a Myſtery which I 


cannot, by any Means, hitherto com- 


© prehend.' 

Upon this, the artful Dutcheſs, with a 
ſeeming Indifference, began to name all the 
greateſt Beauties of the Court, in order 
adroitly to make herſelf Miſtreſs of the 


Duke's Secret. But that Prince, little 


pleas'd with an Inquiſitiveneſs which he 
was no wiſe diſpos d to ſatisfy, broke off 
the Converſation, and retir'd to his own 
Appartment. 

'The Dutcheſs being now at Liberty to 
abandon herſelf to her Paſſions, ſent for 
Madame de LanTace, and acquainted 
her with all that had happen'd. * I was, 
© before, ſenſible, ſaid ſhe to that Con- 


© fidante, of the juſt Indignation which 


© the Slights of an ingrateful Favourite 
© inſpire in an amorous and generous 


© Breaſt ; but, till this Moment, I had 


© conceiv'd only faint and imperfect Ideas 
© of the racking; inſupportable 'Tortures 
© of a real Jealouſy, Vavprar loves 
There is no longer any Room to heſi- 
© tate at believing it. He, doubtleſs, in 

© Concert with my unworthy Rival, laughs 

© at my Weakneſs, and my impotent Re- 

ſentment. With what Triumph and 
| | Satisfaction 
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© Satisfaction ought ſhe not to receive 
© the Sacrifice of all my Tenderneſs, and 
© my eager Forwardneſs, while, aban- 
© don'd to the cruelleſt Diſquiets, I con- 
© ſume myſelf in fruitleſs Regrets ! No! 
© continued ſhe, with the utmoſt Tranſ- 
© port of Rage, they ſhall never triumph 
© with Impunity over the Dutcheſs of 
© BuxGunDy : With their Blood I will 
© revenge myſelf for their Inſolence, their 
© Diſdain, and their 'Temerity |! | 
© The firſt Step. to be taken, Lan- 
© TAGx, purſu'd ſhe, You muſt, before I 
© can begin my Vengeance, aſſiſt me in 
finding out the deteſted Object of its 
© dire Effects. | 
They might, probably, have ſome Suſ- 
picion of the Counteſs de VERS, upon 
Account of her Merit and Perfections; 
but, by reaſon of her ſtrict Retirement, 
there was ſo little Appearance of that 
Princeſs being the Perſon they ſought 
for, that they could not continue a Mo- 
ment in that Opinion. Next they nam d 
all the Ladies with whom VAuDRAVY had 
the leaſt Intimacy, or even Acquaintance; 
| but he ſhew'd fo little Attachment to 
| any one in particular, that they could not 
| poſſibly fix any certain Judgment. At 
laſt it was concluded between them, that 
Madame de LAN TAGE ſhould take Care 
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to have his Motions ſo narrowly watch'd, 
that it ſhould be very difficult for him 
to make one Step without their Know- 
ledge. 

The Dutcheſs was now no longer influenc'd 
by the tender Impulſes of Love, but, on 
the contrary, was precipitately hurried on 
by an impetuous Torrent of Fury, Re- 
venge, and Averſion. It was ſome Time 
before ſhe made any Diſcovery that ſeem'd 
to ſatisfy her ' unjuſt Reſentment ; but, 
at laſt, ſhe imagin'd ſhe had found her 
deteſted Rival, the Object of her impla- 
cable Hatred. 48 
Madam de LAN TAGE one Day brought 
her a little Box with a Picture in it, 
which ſhe found in one of the Appart- 
ments in the Palace; and the Beauty 
of the Diamonds with which it was a- 
dorn'd, was a ſufficiently convincing Proof 
of its belonging to ſome Perſon of Con- 
ſideration. The Dutcheſs, who inter- 
preted every Thing according to the 
Dickates of her Paſſions, without ever 
couſulting Reaſon, doubted not, in the 
leaſt, but that it had been dropp'd by 
Vavupray. She open'd it with the ut- 
moſt Precipitation, and immediately knew 
the Features of Mademoiſelle de MonT- 
BAR, | | 


7%.” ow 


That 


E 


That young Lady was extremely love- 
ly, of an illuſtrious Extraction, and a 
vaſt Fortune: Her Father, upon his 
Death-Bed, recommended her to the 
Care of Madame de RA BUTIN, his neareſt 
Relation, by whom this beautiful MonT- 
BAR, had been brought up from her In- 
fancy. Vavupray, who had a great Ve- 
neration and Friendſhip for that Family, 
ſometimes viſited her : There wanted no 
more to make the higheſt and moſt 
groundleſs Suſpicion paſs in the Imagi- 
nation of the jealous Dutcheſs for in- 


conteſtable Truth. She blindly accus'd 


her Want of Penetration, for having 
been ſo long impos'd upon by that ima- 
ginary Correſpondence, and reſoly'd to 
ſacrifice to her Vengeance thoſe two inno- 
cent Victims. She immediately com- 
manded Madame de LANTACGCE to ac- 
quaint her with all ſhe knew concern- 
ing Mademoiſelle de MonTBar. That 
Conſidante told her, That, ſince that young 


Lady's Appearance at Court, ſeveral Per- 


ſons of Diſtinction had made fruitleſs Ad- 


dreſſes to her; and, that, for three Months 


paſt, the Seigneur de Dax As had been her 
paſhonate Admirer. This Nobleman was 
one of the braveſt and beſt qualified 
Courtiers in Bux ux x, but was of ſo 
haſty and violent a Temper, that, du- 
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ring the firſt Motions of his Paſſion, he 
was wholly incapable of hearing Reaſon, 
and, that it was thought, that upon this 
Conſideration the young Lady had re- 
fus'd to declare in his Favour. 

Her Love to Va up R Ax, ſhall coſt her 
* dear, cry'd the Dutcheſs ; ſhe ſhall ſoon 
© feel the Effects of the Fury ſhe inſpires in 
© my Breaſt. In facrificing her Lover, 
I am reſolvd to expoſe her to the Vio- 
© lence of Damas. Such is my Reſent- 
ment, ſuch are the Convulſions my tor- 
* tar'd-Heart endures, that, provided the 
© Criminal is drawn down the Precipice, 
© I ſhalt not ſcruple ſuffering the Inno- 
cent to periſh. Here, faid ſhe to her 
Confidante, artfully convey this Picture 
into Vaupray's Pocket, and leave to 
my Addreſs the Care of making the Ad- 
vantage, from your ſo doing, which 
my Vengeance expects. 
- Having given Madame de LanTacE 
that Order, which, in all Probability, 
was likely to.cauſe all the Mifchief that 
revengeful Princeſs deſir d, ſhe paſs'd to 
the Duke's Appartment, and there, fo 
well diſguiſing her Concern, that none 
could poſſibly perceive the Agitations of 
her Soul, ſhe propos'd a Match at Cards, 
and nam'd the Perſons who who were to 
be concern'd, 94 
TA! © 
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It may be imagin'd, that VAup RAL 


and Damas were not forgotten. The 


Duke, who liv'd and breath'd only for 
her, and whoſe Paſſion for her was ſtill 


increas'd upon the Hopes he conceiv'd of 


her making him a joyful Father, readily 
accepted the- Propoſal : But far from 
proving a Diverſion, it produc'd very 
different Effects. 

The Parties being all got together, 
and engag'd in Play, Madame de LAN- 
TAGE made a Sign to the Dutcheſs, that 
her Orders were put in Execution, and 
ſhew'd her the Ribband belonging to Ma- 
demoiſelle de MonTBax's Picture hang- 
ing out of Vaupzar's Coat-Pocket. The 
Dutcheſs made the Duke take Notice of 
it, and gave him to underſtand, that ſhe 
intended to ſteal it. That Prince would 
willingly have prevented her, as being 


apprehenſive that it might be the Coun- 


teſs de VErGr's ; but how greatly was he 
aſtoniſh'd when the Dutcheſs, having 
ſoon after, abruptly enough, executed 
her Deſign, expos'd to the whole Com- 
pany the Repreſentation of Mademoiſelle 
de Mor BAR. 

Exceſſive was VAuDRAL's Confuſion 
and Surprize, to ſee a Picture, which, till 
then, he had never beheld, ſhatch'd out 
of his Pocket: The Duke was highly 
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piqu'd for having been, as he thought, 
ſo groſsly impos' d on by his Favourite; 
and DAM As was ſtruck with ſo violent 
a Reſentment, that it was not without 
extreme Difficulty that he was able to 


13 contain himſelf within the Bounds of Mo- 


derat ion. . 
The Dutcheſs, on the contrary, with 
a feign'd Gaiety, rallyd Vaunzay to 
ſuch a Degree, that, in ſpite of his na- 
tural: Vivacity and Preſence of Mind, 
he remain d ſo confounded and embar- 
raſs d as to what Anſwers he ſhould re- 
turn, that he confirm'd the Three Per- 
ſons concern'd, in their firſt Suſpicions. 
Damas, for his Part, being no longer 
Maſter of his Paſſion, left the Appart- 
ment, the Dutcheſs having already broke 
off Play, out of her Impatience to make 
Advantage of the Diſcord ſhe had ſo in- 
humanly ſtirr'd i 2: mr vim; 
„The Duke, who knew nothing of the 
Intereſt Damas had in Mademoiſelle de 
Mor BAR, ſuffer d VAuDRAx to depart, 
who had no ſooner got without the 
Verge of the Court, but he was attack'd 
by that jealous Lover, who, Sword in 
Hand, fell upon him with ſuch Fury, that, 
conſidering the Bravery of the Parties, 
their Rencounter might have. prov'd fa- 
tal to both, had not ſeveral of their 
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Friends, Witneſſes of the Duel, parted 
them Time enough to prevent the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of their Quarrel. 
They were both conducted to their 
reſpective Lodgings, where Vauprar, 
aſſoon as he had diſengag d himſelf from 
that importunate Crowd which had fol- 
low'd him Home, _— ſeriouſly to reflect 
upon the Source of that unaccountable 
Adventure. He made no Scruple to be- 
lieve it to be ſome new Project of the 
Dutcheſs. It gave him no extraordinary 
Concern, as being accuſtom'd to the Per- 
ſecutions of that unjuſt Princeſs : But 
what caſt him almoſt into Deſpair, was 
the Impreſſion he fear'd it might make 
upon Madame de VEROI. | 
The Greatneſs of his Prudence and 
Diſcretion had all along prevented him 
from diſcovering to that Princeſs the Sen- 


timents the Dutcheſs. had for him, and, 


by Conſequence, he had moſt carefully 
conceal'd from her the Confeſſion which 
he had been obligd to make to the 
Duke. 

But as in what had happen'd, that Di- 
rector of his Deſtiny was immediately 
concern'd, he determin'd, that very Even- 


ing, to acquaint. her with the Particulars, 


and to caſt the Incidents of that unlucky 
| 74 Ad- 
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Adventure upon ſome private unknown 


Enemy. 

He was ſtill buſied with theſe Re- 
flections, when his Brother enter'd his 
Chamber. I come likewiſe, ſaid RaouL 
* to him, to charge you with Diſſimula- 
tion: I have more Subject to do it 


_ © than. all the reſt of the Court, ſince, as 
II have entertain'd with you the ſtrict- 


© eſt Friendſhip, you haye, notwitſtand- 
© ing, made your Love to Mademoiſelle 
© de MonTBar a Myſtery to me. 
For Heaven's Sake, Brother, inter- 
© rupted VA up RAV, impatiently, I intreat 
© you do not, like the reſt, compleat 
* my Confuſion by ſo ill-grounded a 
* Raillery. I truly reſpe& that deſerving 
* young 23 but, I aſſure you, I am 
2 far from in Love with 


* fwade the World, that he has only Re- 
* pet and Eſteem for the Object of fo 


. © uncommon a Gallantry ! Ah, Brother 


Do not any longer make fruitleſs At- 
* tempts to keep conceal'd from me 
© what you cannot poſſibly keep from 


_* Publick Knowledge! 
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1 can, nevertheleſs, ſafely avow, an- 
© ſwer'd Vaupray, in his Turn, that 

© tho” it is undeniably certain, that the 

Picture you mention was found upon 

© me, yet, upon my Honour, I know 

nothing how it came there. 

* Of that I am as ignorant as your- 
© ſelf, interrupted Rao, with a more 
. © ſerious Air; but I will no longer keep 
vou in Suſpenſe concerning the Perſon 
© to whom it belongs. I loſt it in the 
© Palace, and it was to my ownſelf that 
the amiable MonTBaz did that Fa- 
© your, of which I am ſo unworthy, 
© ſince I took ſo little Care of it. I 
* cannot but reproach myſelf for having 
* conceald my Paſſion from you; but 
* you ought to pardon my making it a 
* Myſtery, ſince that is the only Plea- 
© ſure of Love. I now come to make 
© Amends for my Fault, by an ingenu- 
© ous Recital of my whole Amour with 
* that Lady.” He beganin theſe Terms. 


T is now Three Years ſince I began to 
love Mademoiſelle de MonTBar, and 

I may venture to ſay, that it is likewiſe 
Three Years fince I have been bleſs d with 
her Affection; for, by a happy Sympa- 
thy, our Hearts, at one and the ſame 
Time, 


= 
— 5 . 


Canes 


1 = 1 * 

——— — 

— —— > Wea 
=4 e 


: 2 2a # a 


— 
—ä . 


=y 
* * 2 Y . - ” * 1 — ++ — 
— e "2 


* 
. . __ 2, HRT - = : 
N 0 w Kos Lo. 
— — — 
£ , A emerge no yghalo@ cc. wi cc ̃ Ä, 


— ; — — + — — 9 
r er SQ I ion adi P 
= - * 2 


—— of eee lt Ge ( . 2 


. 
A ol 
— 


— — 


— 3 


* 


_ [108] 

Time; felt the tendereſt Effects of that 
ſoothing Paſſion. | F. IP 

You, doubtleſs, remember, my dear 
Brother, that I ran thro' all my Stu- 
dies -and Exerciſes with the young Che- 
valier de RA BUI, and that, from our 
very Infancy, the ſtricteſt Friendſhip and 
Inclination for each other commenc'd be- 
tween us. About the Time I mention'd, 
che took a Journey into the Country to 
viſit the good Lady his Mother ; to 
whoſe Virtue and great Merit you are 
no Stranger. Aftcr he had made ſome 
Stay there, he began to be uneafy and 
melancholy at our Separation, and wrote 
me ſuch. preſſing Letters to come to their 
Seat, that, at length, I determin'd to gra- 
tify his Requeſt, and prevail'd with the 


Sieurs du BLED, St. CHaumonT, and Ia 
| | Riviexe, all his. Intimates, to go down 
Wl | with me, to accompany our Friend in 
| his Solitude. 10 48; 
| | Another Letter from RABUTIN ha- 
[Il ſten'd our Journey ſooner than we had 
| | intended. He wrote to me, That in order 
Wl | © to render the Country the more agree- 
| * able to us at our f fr; we ſhould 
| © chuſe a certain Day, (which he men- 
ll © tion'd) when all the Shepherdeſſes of 
© thoſe Parts were to meet at a gallant 
" Feaſt in a Country-Houſe, by which 


we 
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ve were to paſs, where he promis'd 
* us a Rural Ball, which, perhaps, we 
* would like better than thoſe-at Court. 
That, even if we did not find it an- 
ſwer the Idea he gave us of it, we 
* ſhould, however, be ſure of ſeeing ſome 
© yery beautiful young Creatures : But, 
* that, in order to avoid having that ru- 
© ral Aſſembly under any Conſtraint, we 


© muſt come dreſs'd like Shepherds: 


* That, under Favour of. that Diſguiſe, 


* we might, perhaps, inſpire Love into 
* ſome young Hearts which had never 


* yet ſigh'd: That, for his own Part, 
, « would not fail of being preſent at 
© a Diverſion which fo agrecably flat- 
* ter'd his Inclination, and to that Pur- 
* Poſe he had, already, prepar'd his Pa- 
* ſtoral Habit and Acoutrements. 

This Letter I communicated to our 
abovemention'd Friends, and we all agreed 
to follow his Inſtructions; and at the ap- 
pointed Time we ſet out from Dxjon, 
very well diſpos'd to participate of the 


promis d Satisfaction. We procur'd our 
Shepherds Habits at a Village at ſome 
Diſtance from the Place aſfign'd for the 
Aſſembly. We took ſome Care that they 
ſnould be neat and gallant, but not rich, 
and we doubted not but that they were 


ſtill 
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ſtill too magnificent for the Simplicity 
of the Perſons we were to meet. 

The Houſe to which we were going, 
was ſituated in a Plain, ſurrounded by 
lovely Meadows, all enamell'd with Flow- 
ers, thro' which, in Meanders, ran a beau- 
tiful ſmall Rivulet : It appear'd plain, 
but commodious. Before we could come 
at it, we were oblig d to paſs thro' Part 
of a little Coppice, with which it was en- 
compaſs d. This we found full of young 
Shepherdeſſes, who, in little Troops, were 
dancing with their Lovers, to the Sound 
of Fifes, Tabors, and Bag-Pipes, the Har- 
mony whereof made the Neighbourhood 
of that ruſtick Abode reſound with agree- 
able Ecchoes. Two Shepherds, with good 
Voices, ſang certain Sonnets, of which 
Copies were given us. All around were 
plac'd Tables cover'd with Milk, Cream, 
Fruits, and Flowers. We had much ado 
to diſengage ourſelves from thoſe jovial 
young Ruſticks, whoſe Earneſtneſs to have 
us partake with them of their Merri- 
ment, ſoon became troubleſome, and to 
avoid their farther Importunities, we ad- 
vancd towards the Houſe. 

The Court-Yard had no other Enclo- 
ſure than a thin Hedge of. jeſſamine and 
Honey-Suckles, which left the Eye at Li- 


berty to enjoy a moſt agreeable Proſpect. 
Having 
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Having travers d that Court, we came 
into the pleaſanteſt Hall in the World, 
in the Midſt of which was erected a lit- 
tle Throne of Roſes, which ſupported a 
fine large Piece of Painting, whereon were 
curiouſſy repreſented the Emblems of 
Love and RREASON. 

This Contract between Love and RRA- 
so ſomewhat ſurpriz d my Companions 
and myſelf; but, upon farther Examina- 
tion, we were much more ſo, to find our 
Pictures, in Paſtoral Habits, drawn on the 
ſame Piece, and ſo artfully and naturally 
done, that we had no manner of Diffi- 
culty to know for whom they were in- 
tended. 

Reason on one Side, under the Form 
of a Woman with a ſevere Aſpect, ſeem'd 
to forbid us Entrance into a delicious 
Garden. Oppoſite to her ſtood Love, 


who, with a flattering Countenance, ſeem'd 


to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to draw us thi- 
ther. Under the Figure which repreſented 
REasoN, were theſe four Lines; 


Far from hence, ye Swains, retire, 
View theſe diſmal Seats with Fear ; 

Typo the Proſpect courts you nigher, 
Soon will dang rous Scenes appear. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Lines we thought not amiſs; 
and caſting our Eyes upon the two Di- 


ſtichs under the Figure of Love, we read 


thus; a 


ug Rigid Lows no longer boaſt 


Phich my Gifts with Scorn ſurvey ; 
Aud for Hearts in Raptures loft 
The Art of Pleaſing all repay. 


As we were, with Pleaſure, examining 
the | gallant Devices of that beautiful 
Piece, RaBuriNn, in a very pretty Sort 
ef a Dreſs, came in laughing. Having 
mutually embrac'd, he told us, © 'That, 
© ſince we had eſcap'd the Snares which 
© had been ſpread againſt our Liberty 
© in the little Wood, he thought it his 
*, Duty, as a real Friend, by the Em- 
© blems.in that Piece, to give us Notice 
* of what we had to fear if we paſs'd on 
5 any farther.” 122. 

We, in our Turn, anſwer'd, laughing, 
That the Enchantments which we had 
* hitherto undergone, had not put our 
Hearts to any violent Tryal; that his 
* Emblems, beautiful and ingenious as 
© they were, had no more dangerous Ef- 
© fects, ; and, that a Perſon. of his Age 
and. Figure was. much fitter to teach 
the Dictates of Love, than the Leſſons 
* of Reaſon; and, to conclude, we in- 

| © treated: 
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© treated him no longer to defer expoſing 
* us to the Perils with which we were 
* threaten'd,*' Tire 20 

At theſe Words, he conducted us into 
ſeveral Appartments hung . round with 
Greens and Flowers, whoſe Odours per- 


fum'd every Part of that delicious Place. 


The many Cages which were plac'd round 


every Window, and full of different Sorts 


of Singing: Birds, afforded our Ears inex- 
preſſible Pleaſure by the ſweet Warblings 
of their melodions Throats. Theſe Ob- 
jects redoubled our Curioſity of know- 
ing in what all theſe Gallantries would 
terminate. | | C5604 

We came, at laſt; into the Saloon where 
the Ball was to be perform'd ; but what 
ever Ideas we had form'd concerning 
what we ſhould find there, the Reality 
far exceeded the Vivacity of our Ima- 
ginations. Every Object in that lovely 
Aſſembly delighted the Eye; a raviſhing 
Symphony charm'd the niceſt Ear ; Neat- 
neſs and excellent Contrivance every 
where diſplay d the very Quinteſſence of 
a polite Taſte. But we ſoon neglected 
giving Attention to the Niceties of Art, 
with which we were ſurrounded : The 
Appearance of about 'Twenty enchanting 
young Beauties, dreſs'd like Shepherdeſſes, 
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cem'd alone worthy our whole Admira- 
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RaBvTiIxN, who was charm'd at the 
Surprize in which he ſaw us, ſoon made 
us readily confeſs, that the Danger he 
had told us we were likely to be in, was 
but too real. © You have a Taſte too 
* delicate, and too diſtinguiſhing, faid he 


us, to miſtake yourſelves concerning the 


© Rank and Merit of theſe Shepherdeſſes 


_ © which cauſes your ſo viſible Admira- 


© tion. But, as a Token of the Honours 
© intended you at this Feaſt, all the Shep- 


| © herds of the Aſſembly leave you at Li- 
* berty to make your Choice. 


It is here, my dear Brother, continu'd 
R Aovr., that I beg you to admire the Ef- 


fects of Sympathy ; and it is only in or- 


der to make you ſenſible of its Power, 
that I am fo particular in the Detail of 
this agreeable Adventure. | 

There were certainly in that Aſſem- 
bly ſome Perſons nothing inferiour in 
Beauty to Mademoiſelle de MonTBax ; 
but my Heart made not a Moment's 


Heſitation, and, without concerning my- 


ſelf what became of my Friends, I flew, 
and caſt myſelf at the Feet of that amia- 
ble Virgin. | | 

In her Perſon and Dreſs was to be ob- 
ſerv'd, a certain Air of Gallantry that en- 
chanted the Sight; and tho her only Or- 
naments were Flowers, being ſo deck'd 
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out to repreſent Frora, ſhe leſs imi- 
rated that Goddeſs in her Dreſs, than in 
her natural Charms. 

* Amiable Shepherdefs, ſaid I to her, 
© it is dangerous for ſtrange Shepherds, 


© like us, to tread this Ground ! We ſhall 


© ſoon pay the Price of our Temerity 


| © with the Loſs of our Hearts, and the 


only roug we ſhall carry off, will be 
our Confuſion for the Defeat. This is 
indiſputably a Net which the miſchie- 
vous Cupip has ſpead to intrap our 
Liberty: For my own Part, I ſubmit 
without offering to reſiſt, and willingly 
© ſurrender my Heart as a Victim to 
— lovely Eyes, which are, doubt- 
eſs, the Snares of which that tyran- 
nick Deity makes Uſe, in order to tri- 
umph over it! 

* Fear nothing, gallant Shepherd, in- 
terrupted Mademoiſelle de Mo NT BAR, 
with a Voice that touch'd my very 
Soul, the God of Love has not intruſted 
us with the Management of his Con- 
© queſts : We ſhould but very indiffe- 
© rently acquit ourſelves of ſo important 
© a Commiſſion, Nevertheleſs, if he had 
© condeſcended to truſt me with ſuch 
© a glorious Charge, both He and I ſhould 
have had Cauſe to be extremely proud 
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* for having ſubjected to his Empire - 


Shepherd like yourſelf. 
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I was perfectly charm'd with that fo 
obliging a Reply, and this Converſation 
was continued with an Infinity of Wit on 
her Side, and ' abundance of Love on 
mine; for, in Reality, my Heart was 
touch'd, notwithſtanding I ſtill was igno- 
rant of even the Name of the Beauty 
who had got ſuch an Aſcendant over my 
Faculties. We danc'd together ſeveral 
Times, and I was very much ſurpriz d 
at the graceful and agreeable Manner 
of her Performance. Theſe Diverſions 
were ſoon after interrupted by a noble 
Collation, at which both the Eye and the 
Taſte were equally delighted. © 
To cut ſhort; after having paſs'd a 
good Part of the Night in that little 
enchanted Palace, we broke up, and go- 
ing out, found ſeveral Chariots, beauti- 
fully adorn'd with Gilding and Painting, 
which, by the Light of a great Num- 
ber of Torches, conducted us to the Ca- 
ſtle of Ra BUTIN. During the ſhort In- 
terval of this little Journey, from that 
obliging Friend, I got Intelligence of the 
Name and Condition of the amiable Per- 
Jon who had made ſuch an Impreſſion 
upon my Heart. He told me, That ſhe 
vas call'd Mademoiſelle de MoNT3 ar : 
That ſhe was left to his Mother's Care, 
* who had brought her up from her In- 
1 6 22411 fancy : 
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* fancy : That, being very conſiderable, | 


both by Birth and Fortune, Madame 
* de RABVUTIN was very deſirous, 
© that he ſhould have enter'd into a ſtrict 
* Engagement with that deſerving young 
© Creature ; but, that his Humour being 
* ſo oppoſite to Engagements of that Na- 
ture, he had intreated the good Lady 
© his Mother, not to force his Inclinati- 
tions, notwithſtanding he was ſenſible, 
© that Mademoiſelle de MonTBax had 
* no leſs a Share of Sweetneſs in her 
© Temper, than ſhe had of Charms in 


© her Wit and Perſon. ? Bio b 
Concerning the. reſt of the Company, 


who were preſent at the Feaſt, he an- 
ſwer d my Companions, who inquir'd of 
him, That the Men were all Perſons of 
conſiderable Diſtinction in that Province; 
but for the Ladies, he only nam'd thoſe 
for whom they expreſs'd a particular Re- 
gard, who were Mademoiſelle de St. Far, 


de CRAviNI, le Roy, and DARLIN. We 


had no ſooner receiy'd theſe Informations, 
but we arrivd at the Caſtle; but as it 
was very late, every one retir'd to the 
Appartment appointed for him. 

The next Morning RAB TIN preſented 
us to his Mother, by whom we were re- 
ceiv'd with great Courteſy and Politeneſs. 
due pleaſantly rally'd us upon our: laſt 

Night's 
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Night's Adventure, and told us, That her 
who for ſome Time had intended 

that ſmall Entertainment, had ſufficient 
Leiſure to prepare that Piece which had 
ſo agreeably ſurpriz d us. 
I again ſaw Mademoiſelle de MonT- 
BAR, and found her ſo lovely, and ſo 
deſerving, that I took a firm Reſolution 


to love her eternally. I took an Oppor- 


tunity, in a very ſerious Manner, to let 
her know the Exceſs of my Paſſion, and 
RaBvuTin, whom I made my Confident, 


did me all the Service he could, while I 


ſtay d with him, omitting nothing to en- 
gage that dear Lady to lend a favoura- 


ble Ear to my Vows. 
It was not long before ſhe had the 


Goodneſs to confeſs, * That the ſame 


* Sympathy which had made me her Vo- 


| © tary, had forcibly determin'd her to 


© declare in my Favour ; but told me, 
© 'Thar it was abſolutely requiſite, that 
© we. ſhould conceal our Sentiments till 
* ſuch Time as ſhe ſhould be at Liberty 
© to diſpoſe of herſelf.” | a 

Ever ſince, © dear Brother, Madam 
de RaBuTiN, who has the Goodneſs to 
approve of my Paſſion, permits me (tho 
unknown to the Object of my Love) to 
make my Addreſſes, and nothing could 
have troubled my happy State, had * 
6 351241) E 
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the late fatal Accident poiſon'd the Sweet- 
neſs of it. | 

As I am a younger Brother, and it 
is no way jſt that the young Lady ſhould 
marry beneath what ſhe might reaſonably 
expect, and pretend to, we wait till it 
ſhall pleaſe the Duke, our Sovereign, of 
his Bounty, to advance me to ſome Poſt 
worthy her Fortune and Merit. But the 
Addreſſes made her by Damas, appear d 
to me, upon Account of the vaſt Eſtate 
of which he is poſleſs'd, to be of ſuch 
dangerous Conſequence, that I could not 
help expreſſing my Apprehenſions and 
Diſquiets to Mademoiſelle de MonTBax ; 
but that dear, generous Creature, has 
done her utmoſt Endeavour to reſtore a 
Calm in my agitated Breaſt ; when, find- 
ing that all her Pains were to little or 
no Effect, ſhe, two Days ago, as a ſolemn 
Pledge of her Fidelity, gave me the Pi- 
cture, which I had the Misfortune to loſe 
in the Palace. 


Raovr had no ſooner ſpoke theſe laſt 
Words, when one of the Duke's Attend- 
ants came to tell Vaupxay, that his 
Highneſs ask'd for him; who was not a 
little ſtartled and diſturb'd in Mind with 
the Apprehenſions of what the Duke 
might have de ſay. He had den, of 
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late, ſo much inur'd to the unjuſt Pra- 
Qices of the Dutcheſs, that he continually 
fear'd ſome new Perſecution. His Bro- 
ther, ſtill dreading the Conſequence of 
the Jealouſy and Reſentment of -Damas, 
would by no Means leave him; ſo they 
both went to the Duke's Appartment, and 
were equally ſurpriz'd to find there the 
Dutcheſs and Mademoiſelle de MoNT BAR. 
That young Beauty, having heard of 


the Diſorder her Picture had occaſion'd, 


determin*d to declare the whole Myſtery 
of chat Adventure in Preſence of his 
Highneſs ; but before ſhe proceeded to 
explain herſelf, ſhe intreated the Duke to 
ſend for Vauprar, and was extremely 
pleas'd that Chance had likewiſe brought 
his Brother to be Witneſs of what ſhe 
was about to ſay. 

'The furious Dutcheſs, who il chought 
VachiiX was the Lover, was in the 
laſt Deſpair that ſhe could not poſſibl 
avoid this unforeſeen Blow. She fear d, 
hat, in ſpite of all her Artifices, the 

ke would immediately join the Hands 
of thoſe Lovers. While her invid ious 
Mind was labouring under theſe racking 
Thoughts, Mademoiſelle de Moxr BAR, 


| og þ her in a moſt reſpectful Man- 


„ask u for her Picture. With this 


to 
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to comply, and inſtantly return d it; up- 
on which, the amiable MonTBax, turn- 
ing towards RAO, and preſenting him 


the Picture, Here, ſaid ſhe, take bet- 


© ter Care, for the future, of this authen- 
© tick Pledge of my Heart. After this, 
ſhe publickly, and circumſtantially, a- 
vow dRaovr's long Paſſion for her, and 


made no Scruple of acknowledging, that 
ſhe liſten'd with Pleaſure to the Vows. 


he made her. 

The Duke was ſo highly ſatisfied at 
the unravelling of that Adventure, that 
he gave Orders for the ſpeedy Celebra- 


tion of their Nuptials ; and, that the hap- 


py Raovr might be a ſuitable Match 
for a Lady of Mademoiſelle de MonT- 
BAR'S Fortune, he gave him a very con- 
ſiderable Poſt then vacant : Nor did he 


forget to lay his abſolute Commands up- 


on DAM As, never to attempt to diſturb 
the Tranquillity of that happy Pair, who, 
a few Days after, were united in the Bonds 
of Wedlock, with great Splendor, and 
general Applauſe. | 

In the mean while, the Dutcheſs felt 
the Agitations of her Breaſt hourly to 


increaze ; for, notwithſtanding her Jea- 


louſy of Mademoiſelle de MoxnTBAar was 
calm'd, yet, as ſhe muſt needs have an 
Object upon which to vent her Fury, 

| 0 her 
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her Reftleſsneſs ſtill augmented. She had 
given an Account to her Confidante, Ma- 
dame de LAN TAGE, of all the Particu- | 
lars of an Event ſo contrary to her per- 
nicious Deſigns, and they were racking 
their Imaginations with new Projects, to 
diſturb the Happineſs of VAuDRAx. 

The Duke, after having made many 
ſerious Reflections upon the late Incident, 
was wholly at a Loſs to comprehend how 
Vavpray came to have Mademoiſelle 
de MoxrBAR'Ss Picture in his Pocket, 
This good Prince was of an eaſy, cre- 
dulous, and diffident Temper, and, by 
Conſequence, was ſuſceptible of any Im- 
preſſion. This Character naturally ren- 
der d him wavering and uncertain in his 
Thoughts, eſpecially in an Affair of ſuch 
Obſcurity as were the Accuſations which 
had been charg'd upon Vaupray, To 
clear up the Doubts which agitated his 
reſtleſs Mind, he ſent for that Favourite, 
and having firſt caus'd him to repeat, 
with Proteſtations, that he knew nothing 
how he came by his Siſter-in-Law's Pi- 
cture, he order d him to fit down, and re- 
late the remaining Part of his Amour with 
Madame de Vexcr ; which Aid in t 


following Term. og. 
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ee 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of 
VaupRay, and the Counteſs ' 
de VER GI. 


Left off, my Lord, as near as I can 

remember, at my Departure from 
hence for the Court of France. We ſet 
out, honour'd with your Highneſs's Com- 
miſſion, and ſoon arriv'd at our Journey's 
End. King PHrxrLie receivd us with 
that Bounty which gains him the Hearts 
of all who approach him, and my Fa- 
ther had the Honour of rendering your 
Highneſs a particular Account of his Ne- 
gociation. 

That Monarch was then deeply in- 
voly'd in Wars with the Counts of FL AN- 
DERs, BovLocne, and CAM AENE, who 
had join d the Engliſh, his inveterate Ene- 
mies, and the Court was ſo taken up in 
obſerving the Motions of the adverſe 
Party, and in making Preparations for a 
cruel War, that it was become a very 
improper Place to diffipate a Deſpair ſo 
deeply rooted as was mine; ſo that, my 

G 2 Lord, 
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Lord, I fo blindly abandon'd myſelf to 
its Tyranny, that I have often reflected, 
with Amazement, how I could poſſibly 
avoid ſinking under the unequal Weight 
of that inexorable devouring Monſter : 
Thoughts, moſt fatal to my Repoſe, 
would ſeize my Spirits, repreſenting to 
my tortur'd Imagination the exquiſite 
Happineſs the Count de VERS enjoy d, 
and then, my Lord, I thought every Mo- 
ment would be my laſt. 
In a Word, my Liege, I paſs'd ſeve- 


ral Months at Paris, in a Condition ſo 


extremely deplorable, that it would have 
rais d Compaſſion even in my Rival him- 
ſelf. That City, ſo famous for the Beau- 
ty of its Structures, and. for that pro- 

igious Concourſe of People continually 
flocking thither from every Part of the 
Country, appear'd in my Eyes no other 
than a frightful Deſart; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Pleaſures with which it 
abounds, I was charm'd with the Order 
Pnritie AvuGusTvus ſent us to make 
ready for our Departure, in order to de- 
mand a Body of Troops from your High- 
neſs, to reinforce his own, the Enemy 
having already taken the Field with a 


numerous Army: Nor was he able to 
meet. — but with the greateſt Diſad- 
vantage, without your Aſſiſtance. , 


«&:: i - 

I was even tranſported with Joy at 
the 'Thoughts of an Opportunity of once 
more approaching my Princeſs ; and, 
notwithſtanding I was ſure of finding her 
in the Poſſeſſion of my too happy Rival, I 
ſhould, however, get a Sight of the dear 
Object of all my Vows. We arivd 
here, and my Father had the Honour 
of ſignifying to your Highneſs the De- 
ſires of His Majeſty PII Ir Avgvsrus- 


The Uneaſineſs under which your High- 


neſs then labour'd, upon Account of the 
League made between the Counts de BAR, 
de BR ESSE, and de Geneve, which Princes 
ſeem'd to threaten your States with an 
unjuſt War, prevented your Highneſs 
from complying with His Majeſty's De- 
mands, ſince you thought it abſolutely 
neceſſary to keep all your Forces in a 
Readineſs for your own Defence : Your 
Highneſs only granted One Hundred and 
Fifty Cavaliers, commanded by the Count 
de VeRrGr. | 
But, during theſe Occurrences, my 
Lord, I had, ſeveral Times, ſeen my love- 
ly Princeſs. A certain charming Lan- 
guor, which I fancy'd I obſery'd in her 
utiful Eyes, moſt agreeably flatter'd 
my Paſſion ; and, notwithſtanding I had 
not once had the Opportunity of Taking 


a Word to her but in Publick, my 'Ten- 
| G 3 derneſs 
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derneſs made Advantage ef the Trou- 
ble and Agitation which reign'd in her 
Diſcourſe. How unjuſt, how inhvmane 
does Love render us! My Heart ſought 
. Conſolation under its 'Tortures from the 
flattering Hopes of ſeeing her partake 
of my Misfortunes. _ 12 
In the mean while, the Cavaliers who 
were deſign'd for the Army, began to 
de nam'd: I obtain'd of your Highneſs 
the Honour of being inroll'd for one of 
the Number. I made ready for my 
Departure, with the malicious Satisfaction 
of having my Rival with me, far from 
the Object of his Love, and of ſeeing him 
| partake with me of the Torments of Ab- 
500 The Evening before our Depar- 
. 2 I went to take Leave of my Prin- 
_ | 
Madam, faid I to her, I coveted not 
the Honour of ſerving under your il- 
80 luſtrious Conſort with any other View, 
but that of guarding his Life for your 
* Sake, or of dying. in the Endeayour. 
I know not, continued I, in a lower 
Voice, whether I ſhall not merit greater 
< Praiſe for only having taken ſuch a Re- 
* folation, than for the effecting ſo glori- 
OO > bale annie att 
Go, generous Youth, ſaid ſhe; fol- 
'* law the noble Sentiments of your 
in Adi. is 4 ” | © Heart: 
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© Heart : You are not the only Perſon 


_ »* who knows how to form generous Re- 
b. © ſolutions ; I muſt confeſs, with Bluſhes, t 
" © © that I am no more a Stranger than 4 
ourſelf to what it coſts to put them 
- in Execution. 
The Crowds of Cavaliers, who ap- 
* proach'd to take Leave of the Counteſs, 
5 interrupted our Diſcourſe, and I was 
iy oblig'd to depart without farther Con- 
. verſation. I preſently, by an Effort of 
* my Paſſion, attach'd myſelf to the Count 
2 our Commander, finding a Sort of Sa- 
* tisfaction in ſacrificing my Jealouſy for 
- the Sake of the adorable Perfon to whom 
4 Fate had united him: But the Count's 
* | | ay Merit, and his Friendſhip for me, 
4 oon forc'd me to do by Inclination and 
Duty, what, at firſt, I only did through a 
l certain Nicety of Punctilio. 
4 In ſhort, my Lord, we arriv'd at ABBT- 
2 K vrLLE, the Place appointed for the Ren- 
F dezvous of the Troops. There we heard 
0 of the dreadful Overflowing of the Seine, 
« which had like to have deſtroy'd Paris, 
and the whole Je of France: But our 


own particular Diſgraces ſoon caus'd us 
to forget general Calamities. The King, 
at the ſame Time, had Intelligence of 
the Taking of St. Valery, and the Be- 
ſieging of Arras by Barpwin Count of 
Handers. G 4 


We 
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Me made all poſſible Expedition to re- 
lieve that Place. In our March we had 
ſeveral Rencounters with Parties of the 
Enemy, in all which the Count de VERGI 
gave ſhining Inſtances of his Intrepidity, 
and in all perillous Occaſions I kept al- 
ways near his Perſon, the better to de- 
ſerve his Friendſhip and Eſteem. 

One Day, in particular, His Majeſty 
order'd the Count, with his Buzcun- 
DIANs, together with WALTER de la 
VIETVIIIE, Lord of Bux x, who knew 
the Country, at the Head of a like Num- 
ber of Cavalry, to advance, in order to 
attack a Detachment of Enemies which, 
ue were aſſur'd, was near Cercan. 

In Effect, we found them there, but 
ſo much ſuperior in Number to both our 
united Troops, that it ſeem'd wholly 
impoſſible for us to gain any Advan- 
tage over them: Nevertheleſs, the great 
Courage of our gallant Leaders would 
not ſuffer them long to deliberate on the 
Diſproportion of Strength, and we fell 
on them with an Ardour, which, in Ap- 
pearance, promis d ſoon to put an End to 

the Diſpute; however, the Engagement 
was long and dubious. The Count di- 
ſtinguiſn d himſelf in a very advantageous 
Manner; but his Horſe being kill'd under 
him, he was juſt ready to ai 
as | wi 
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with Numbers, and had infallibly loſt his 
Life, had not the Idea of the Promiſe L 
had made to my lovely Counteſs ſpurr'd 
me on to the Preſervation of her too hap- 
py Spouſe. | 

I precipitated myſelf amidſt the Ene- 
mies, and came Time enough to fave his 
Life. The Count, after I had ſo ſea- 
ſonably reliev'd him, redoubled his Ef- 
forts, and the Enemy was ſoon after rout- 
ed, with conſiderable Loſs. VIENVIIILE 
likewiſe, upon this Occaſion, ſhew'd worthy 
Proofs of his Valour and good. Conduct. 
When all was over, the Count embrac'd' 
me, call'd me his Tixelar Angel, and pub- 
lickly related the Particulars of thoſe 
Two imminent Perils from which: I had 
delivered him. 

In the mean while, my Lord, King 
Pxitie fo inconſiderately engag d him- 
ſelf in the Enemy's Country, that Count 
Bar pwix, having had Time to deſtroy 
all the Bridges, we found ourſelves ſhut: 
up on. every Side. All the Endeavours 
we made, in.order to-get out of that dan-- 
gerous Situation, prov d intirely fruitleſs ;: 
and his Majeſty, having loſt- all Hopes, 
was oblig d to capitulate with the Count 
of. Flanders, upon Conditions very much 
to. that. Prince's. Advantage. | 
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We paſs'd the Winter at Vernon ; and 
the Enemy, who ſpent that whole Seaſon 
in making Preparations, open'd the Cam- 
paign with the Siege of St. Omer. The 
King, endeavouring to repair that Loſs 
by the Reprizal of St. Valery, narrowly 
eſcap d falling into the Hands of Ricrary, 
late King of Hngland, who, with a con- 
fiderable Force, was waiting-for him near 
Gamache. In this perillous Circumſtance 
it was that PxrIrr Avevsrtvus gave glo- 
rious Proofs of the Greatneſs of his Cou- 
rage ; for,” notwithſtanding the Baron de 


NoarLLEs and MENESTER de MAavuvousiN, 


both old and experienc'd Commanders, 


eounſelFd him to retreat without enga- 
ging, he could not prevail with himſelf 

to take their Advice, and, without the 
leaſt Heſitation, attack d the Enemy, tho 


twelve Times ſtronger in Number than 


himſelf. | > | 
The Count de VER, who coveted no- 
- - but Honour, would preg let flip 
ir an Opportunity of acquiring it. 
I: follow'd him, with,” the reſt of” hs | 
Burgundian Cavaliers, and was an Eye- 
Wireſs of the heroick Intrepidity of 
Prrtry Aveusrus, who would never 
rurn his Horſe's Head till he had, thro 
the thickeſt of his Enemies, open d a glo- 


It 


rious Paſſage to retreat to Giſors. 
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It was in this bloody Engagement, 
my Lord, that, in ſpite of all my Efforts, 


the gallant Count de V᷑ReIT, who had 
done Actions worthy of immortal Re- 
membrance, receiv'd his Death's Wound. 
He fell from his Horſe, and had una- 
voidably. remain'd in the Enemy's Power, 


had not the Deſpair in which .I was, to- 


behold that generous Warrior in ſuch de- 


plorable Circumſtances, given me Strength 


enough, with the Aſſiſtance of one of 
his Eſquires, to get him up upon my 
Horſe, which, happily; was one of tlie 
beſt in the whole Army. Charg'd with. 
a Treaſure, which the Idea of my Prin- 
ceſs render d ſtill more precious to me, 
rode full- ſpeed, in ſpite of the Enemy 
till I had paſs'd thro* them, and reach d 


the Town, which was at no great Di- 


ſtance. . . 
My chief Care, as your Highneſs may 
well imagine, was to carry the Count 
to a Surgeon, who, after having put 
him to Bed, viſited his Wound in my 
Preſence. I was ready to die for Grief 
at the Judgment that Artiſt gave of it; 
and while, melting into Tears by the 
Count de Verxer's Bed-ſide, I was ex- 
preſſing the Sincerity of my Attachment 
to him; the King, who, by his ſucceſs-- 
ful Temerity, had open'd. for a 
VT 8 
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free Paſſage at his Enemies Expence, 
fell into o ſtill more evident Peril, 4 
The Bridge over the River #pte, over- 
charg d with the Multitude of Runaways 
which crowded thereon, ſank down all 
aàt once, under him, and had it not been 
for the Goodneſs of his Horſe, he had 
been there infallibly drown'd, as were 
the Barons DRSsRBARR ES, de NoailLLEs, 
de MAaiLLy, and feventeen others, Per- 
ſons ef Diſtinction. 


I was, at that Juncture, wholly em- 


. 


ploy'd in giving the Count de Vercr ſuch 
ſtances of Friendſhip as he might expect 
in his pzeſent melancholy Circumſtances: 
L-beheld him haſtening towards his End 
with a Firmneſs of Mind which expreſsd 
the Greatneſs of his Courage and Reſo- 
lution ; my. Grief touch'd without: daunt- 
ing him, and he inceſſantly repeated, That 
ke would carry with him to the Grave, an 
extreme and grateful Acknowledgment of 
my obliging Friendſhip: "It 
But, my Lord, thaſe about him were; 
at length, forc'd to give him Notice, 
that he had not long to live. This News 
afflicted me more than it ſeem'd: to do 
him, and my Conſternation was as great; 
as if I had not had any Reaſon to have 
expected it. As for the Count, looking 


- en me with Eyes ſedate, and full of Tran- 
_— quillity,. 
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quillity, My dear Vauprar, ſaid he, 


let us make the beſt Uſe we can of 
© the Moments I have to live. * After 
which, calling for Pen, Ink, and Paper, 


he was a conſiderable while in compoſing. 
a Letter for the Counteſs, his Lady. 
With what Reflections were my Thoughts. 
agitated during that Interval] I flatter d 
myſelf, that the generous Count would 


acquaint that Goddeſs of my Vows, of 


what I had done for him, and by that 
Means would engage her to make me 
ſome Acknowledgment ; but I ſoon again 
baniſh'd from my Imagination thoſe two 
flattering Ideas: I had bound myſelf un- 


der an Obligation to her, either to loſe: 


my Life, or to return her illuſtrious Con- 
ſort ſafe to her Embraces, What will 


ſhe- not ſurmiſe ? ſaid I to myſelf ;; ſhe: 


will, perhaps, ſuſpe&, that my ng 
prevented me from giving him what Aſ- 
ſiſtance I might have done, and induc d 


me unworthily to defert my Charge in 


the Moments of Extremity. 


I was full of theſe racking Reflections, 


when the Count, having finiſh'd his Let- 
ter, order d me to be call'd, and, when 


he had ſeaFd-it, deſir d me to make every 
one leave the Room; when, bidding me 
fit. down by him upon the Bed, he made 
me ſwear by all 1 held moſt ſacred, ce 
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I would deliver to the Counteſs, his Spouſe, 
without attempting to open it that Let- 
ter, which he, at the ſame Time, put 
into my Hand. 3 | 
I, without Heſitation, promis'd all he 
deſir d. © I'm. too well fatisfied of your 
Integrity, ſaid he to me, to remain a 
Moment in Doubt of — violating 
vrhat you promiſe, and ſhall, therefore, 
make no Scruple of freely explaining 
my Mind to you. Know then, my dear 
© Vavprar; that I have, a long Time, 
d perceiv di your Paſſion for Madame my 
Spouſe; a Lover's Eyes are too clear 
I ndt to penetrate into the deepeſt Myſte- 
© ries: I was no Stranger to the Ten- 
derneſs you bore to the Princeſs LAURA, 
© nor to your reſpectful Regards towards 
® ©:the | Counteſs de VrREI. Tou may, 
© likewiſe, call to Mind, that I could not 
© avoid hinting to you ſomething to that 
* Purpoſe, when you gave me that timely 
LAſſiſtance againſt the Counts de BAR 
© and de Bxesss. Since that Time, not- 
a 22 the Caution with which 
vou have taken your Steps, your Eyes 
: ont betray d = and your — 2 
tho awful Reſpect, has given me more 
Diſquiet than the tendereſt Declarations 
would have done. In Effet, I had 
Reaſon to be apprehenſive of it: LAuxA 
4 is: 


* 


A 
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© is not ingrateful ; ſhe loves you, Vav- 
© DRAY ; and. tho” ſhe never has deviated 
from her Character, or Duty, yet all 
© my Love, all my Aſſiduity, have gain'd 
no Ground againſt her firſt Inclinations. 
© T*endeavour'd to hate you, as the ſole 
* Obſtacle to my compleat Happineſs, 


© and I imagin'd' you had the ſame Sen- 


© timents towards. me ; but you have 
* forcd me to love a Rival who triumphs 
© over the beſt Part of my CEE 5 
© and the Delicacy of your Paſſion , gi- 
* ving you an inviolable Attachment for 
_ © every Thing that belongs to Madame 
'-* de VERrG1L, you have ſacrific d your Ha- 
© tred to the Violence of your Love. 
* You deſerye to be happy; and the No- 
© bleneſs of your Sentiments merits a Heart 
* intirely free and diſengag d: The Coun- 
© teſs will, undoubtedly, repair the In- 
* juſtice of Deſtiny, and will, for me, ac- 
© quit herſelf of the eſſential Obligations. 
R o os. SHY 
The Count, by the Weakneſs which 
ſuddenly ſeiz d his Spirits, had much ado 
to pronounce thoſe laſt Words: In this 
Condition he ſtill languiſh'd a few Hours, 
wholly depriv'd both of Speech and Sen- 
ſes, and then expir'd' in my Arms. 

| Tt is not poſſible for me to. expreſs. to 
your Highneſs the Extremity 


into: 


| Grief 
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into which this cruel Loſs plung'd me; 
I, however, neglected nothing to render 
him, after his Death, all that was due to 
his Rank, Merit, and illuftrious Birth ; 
after all which, I made ready to re-con- 
duct into Burgundy, the Remainder of 
our 'Troops, the Command of which he 
ad committed to my Care. The King, 
after he had burn'd the City of Dreux, 
diſmiſs d his Army, and I, trembling all 
over, took the Way towards your High- 

nefs's Dominions.. 28 
How Tong, and how tedious did I think 
that March, notwithſtanding I ſtill fear'd 
to arrive too-ſoon at my 11am; End ! 
© With what an Eye will my beautiful 
l eee receive me, cry'd I to myſelf, 
I, perhaps, carry my Condemnation in- 
© closd in 3 Count's Letter. 
© Ah! it is, doubtleſs, in my Prejudice, 
© ſince with ſuch Precaution he forbad me 
© to open it: That Care but too plainly | 
© denounces to. me, that he injoins her 
© never to ſee me more! I proteſt, 


my Lord, that theſe, ſo natural, Re- 


flections a Thouſand Times preſs d me 
to penetrate into that terrible Myſtery. 
Who can. divulge this my Breach of 
© Faith, ſaid I, every Moment: Let me 
© for ever conceal from Lauxa's Eyes 
the laſt Injunctions of the Count de 


& VERGI 5: 


1 
VERSI: By this Means I may, proba- 
* bly, evade the moſt dreadful Misfor- 
tunes which can poſſibly attend my 
© future Days. __ 
Notwithſtanding all this, my Lord, I 


withſtood a Curioſity which would have 


been injurious to the Character of a Man 
of Probity, of which I make Profeſſion. 
© I ſhall die, cry'd I, if this Letter ba- 
© niſhes me for ever from the Sight of my 
© adorable Princeſs ! But, at leaſt, my 
* ſcrupulous PunRilio muſt needs force 
© her to eſteem me; and I ſhall carry with 
* me to my Grave the Glory of having 
never fail d either in my Paſſion or my 
Duty. | 

Ar laſt, my Liege, I arriv'd at Court, 
fully determin'd to expoſe myſelf to what- 
ever my Fate had allotted for me. I 
had the Honour of preſenting. myſelf be- 


fore your Highneſs ; you receiv'd me with 


your uſual Goodneſs, and had the Con- 
deſcention to give me to underſtand, that 
you was fatisfied with my Conduct in the 
Field, and with my Care of the deceas'd 
Count. You had then lately loſt your 
illuſtrious Conſort, Ma riI DA of Portugal. 
The whole Court was under an Affliction 
ſuitable to the Greatneſs of that Loſs, 


and t he Death of Monſieur de Vercr + 


ſill increas'd that ſo univerſal a * 
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bo being equally lov'd and eſteem'd by 
It was a conſiderable while before 1 
ould have a particular Audience of the 
0 nſolate Counteſs; and, at laſt, in or- 
dereto obtain it, I was oblig'd to ſend her 


Word, That the Count, in his laſt Mo- 


ments, had intruſted me with a Letter 
for her, with expreſs Orders to deliver it 


only into her own Hands. This induc'd 
her to 


grant me Admittance. I found 
her languiſhing, and overwhelm'd with a 


Sorrow, which redoubled my own; nay, 


it ſeem' d as if the Sight of me augmented 


the Bitterneſs of her Grief. 


4 1 „ 2 a — A 
W Ell, 1a1d the, VAVDRAT; (after {ons 
© Moments Silence, her Words interrupted 


© with Sobs) Lou have not been able to 


execute what you ſo generouſly reſoly'd! 
In ſpite of my Vows, and your Care, 


© Monſieur de Verxcr is no more I I, 


however, render you the Juſtice to be- 


© lieve, that you are not inſenſible for 
his Loſs: No, you have given Proofs 
© to the contrary, the Remembrance 


whereof I ſhall retain as long as my Life 


© endures. | 


© My Recompence is too great, Madam, 


-* interrupted I, ſince you condeſcend to 


call to Mind the feeble Marks of my 
Duty, which I tender'd to that illuſtrious 
* © Count; 
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© Count ; but, alas ! how fearful am I of 
© having brought you, in this Letter, Or- 
© ders fatal and deſtructive to my Life's 
© Repoſe !*' Upon this, trembling eyęry 
Joint, I told her the laſt Diſcourſe Þ had 
with Monſieur de Vexci. I painted out 
to her the racking Diſquiets I felt upon 
Account of the Letter I had to deliver 
her, and preſented it to her almoſt ex- 
piring with mortal Apprehenſions. She 
appear'd fatisfy'd with my Fidelity and 


| Reſignation, and to give me a Proof 


thereof, ſhe read, aloud, theſe Words, 


which, for the exquiſite Pleaſure and Hap- 


pineſs they promis'd, and have ſince pro- 
cur d me, are deeply inovafred in my Me- 
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mory. The Contents were, Word for 


Word, as follow. 


Shall fee you no more, my deareſt Laura! 
Death is about to deprive me of Na- 


Ture's rareſt Treaſure, and allows me only 


Time to paint you out a ſmall Part of my 
Relufance, or rather Deſpair, and to ac- 
quaint you with the laſt Proof of Love 
which I exatt from you. Vaupray will 
deliver you this; I owe him all Things, 
Madam, and it is to you I leave the Care of 


reeompencing bim. He loves you; I had 
the Penetration to diſcern it; and notwith- 


ſtanding Virtue and Duty ſpout your Eyes 
againſt 
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Againſt his Paſſion, your Heart was never 
inſenſible to his Tenderneſs. This generous 
Rival has omitted nothing to expreſs his 
Ardour; it is I alone who have receivd 
Gilling Proofs of its Violence, whilft be 
fed in ſecret. But, Madam, if his Ge- 
neroſity has got the Upper-hand of me during 
my Life, ſuffer me to triumph over him after 
my Deceaſe. Foin yourſelf to Vaupray with 
everlaſting and inviolable Bonds; he is wor- 
. thy of this Happineſs ; refuſe not to yield to 
_ the Paſſion of a moſt faithful Lover, and 
to the earneſt Intreaties of an expiring Huſ- 
band. Adieu, my dear Counteſs ; I feel 
Death's Approaches ! Do not forget me ; I 
am intirely ſenſible of my excnifit Felicity 
by the inexpreſſible Torture I feel at parting 
with it. | 


Judge, My Lord, what was my Sur- 
prize at the reading of this Letter : 'The 
Happineſs it decreed me appear'd ſo ex- 
traordinary, that I was a long while in 
Suſpenſe if what I heard was real. Great 
© God! cry'd I at laſt ; could the Loſs 
© of a Thouſand Lives merit a Recom- 
© pence ſo glorious! Ah, Vexcr, thy Vir- 

tue is uncommon ! | 
In the mean while the Counteſs, her 

Eyes inclin'd towards the Ground, re- 

main'd in profound Silence, nor durſt I 

| in- 
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interrupt her; Fear, Awe, and Reſpect, 
reſtrain d my Impatience. At length, look- 
ing on me, her Cheeks all bedew'd with 
Tears; VAupRAx, faid ſhe, by how 
much the more the unfortunate Count 
* expreſſes his Acknowledgment to you, 
© by ſo much I am the more ſenſible of 
* what I owe to his Memory, and of what 
I owe to myſelf. Let it ſuffice you to 
know, that you merit, even in my Opi⸗ 
nion, all that Monſieur de VercGr has 
© deſtin'd for you: But, be ſo generous 
© as not to preſs me for the Execution 
* of an Injunction of what muſt wound 
© my Character, tho* I cannot deny but 
© that, in ſome Manner, itz flatters my 
© Inclination. Content yourſelf with the 
© moſt perfect Eſteem, and ſuffer me, un- 
© interrupted, to weep the Loſs of my il- 
© luſtrious Spouſe. 

* Yes, Madam, reply'd I ; it is not 
* reaſonable that you ſhould ever forget 


the happy unhappy Count de VET! 


© He well deſery'd your Tears ; and how 
* glorious and deſirable ſoever is the For- 
© tune which he generouſly defign'd me, 
* I ſhall not attempt to obſtruct a Sor- 
* row ſo juſtly grounded: My Reſpect, 
and my profound Submiſſion ſhall, alone, 
put you in Mind of my Ardour for you, 


KR K * 


and of his Bounty to me. The Hap- 


© pineſs 
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© pineſs which ſhall be deſtin'd me by 
© way of Acknowledgment, or Gratitude, 
© I will owe to nothing but to the Con- 
© ſtancy and Perſeverance of my Paſſion : 
© From that alone, Madam, it is that T 
© hope for a glorious Change in my For- 
tune. | 

© Go, Vavprar, anſwer'd the Prin- 
* ceſs, retire ; I muſt not hear you any 
longer: Your ſubmiſſive Reſignation 
© will ſtagger thoſe Reſolutions which 
© my Character ought to maintain. * 

At theſe Words ſhe made a Sign to me 
to leave her, and I departed, divided be- 
tween Hope and Fear. I had never pre- 
ſum'd to aſpirgyſo high as to that State of 
Earthly Bliſs with which the Count de 


VxReI's Letter flatter d my Imagination: 


It fill'd my Soul with Ideas a Thouſand 
Times beyond what I ought to hope for. 
What different Changes of Mind can Love 
produce ! Before the reading that Letter, 


I believ'd myſelf loſt for ever; after I 


had- heard its Contents, I imagin'd my- 
ſelf within Sight of being the happieſt 
of Mortals. | 

Several Months paſs'd, during which, 


an awful and filent Reſpect was my ſole 


Mediator ; and, notwithſtanding I pre- 
ſented myſelf before my adorable Coun- 


teſs as frequently as I poſſibly could, 1 
yet 
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yet affected not to ſeem deſirous of having 
any particular Converſation with her. This 
prudent Conduct, I fancy'd, would plead 
my Paſſion better than the moſt preſſing 
Arguments could have done, and, in EE 
fect, I was not deceiv'd in my Conjecture; 
for I ſoon found it had made an Impreſ- 
ſion upon the charming Laura. Seeing 
me, one Day, leaning againſt a Window, 
with my Eyes full of Languor, ſtedfaſtl 
fixd on her, ſhe, approaching me, faid, 
How much, VAupRAT, is your Silence 
to be fear d I am but too ſenſible of 
* what Reſpe& and Paſſion it conceals ; 
* the tendereſt Expreſſions would certainly 
have leſs Effet upon me: But, my 
dear Vaupray, beſides the general 
* Reaſons which Decency impoſe on me, 
the Jealouſy with which you had in- 
* ſpird Monſieur de VERGI, cauſes in 
* me certain Scruples which wound my 
* Nicety. * 

Madam, reply'd I, oppreſs'd with a 
* Grief which ſhe might eaſily diſcern ; I 
* will not oppoſe to your Sovereign Laws 
* ought but an implicit Submiſſion ; and 
* how cruel and rigorous ſoever it ap- 
* pears to me, without the leaſt viſible 
* Repugnance I will facrifice my Life 
to give you Proofs of the unfeign'd 
* Deterence I have for you. When: : 
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had ſpoke theſe Words, I made her a pro- 
found Reverence, and departed. 

After this Conference the Princeſs af- 
fected to be ſtill more retir'd than ever, 
and inſenſibly accuſtom'd herſelf to Soli- 
tude. She has ſince avow'd to me, That 
the Count's Letter had expos'd her to 
many violent Conflicts within herſelf ; | 
and that, at laſt, being no longer able 
to flatter herſelf with the Hopes of reſiſt- 

[ 


ing the Inclination ſhe had for me, ſhe 
thought that Abſence alone could ſuccour 
her upon this Occaſion. 

In Effet, my Lord, ſhe went into the 
Country, a few Days after, and her De- 
parture was ſo e ey. that I had 
not the leaſt Notice of it. 'Fhis, her leav- 
ing me, which I thought wholly cauſeleſs, 
plung'd me into mortal Anxiety. Alas 

without Doubt, cry'd I, her Heart not 
© only is repugnant to the laſt Requeſt 
© of Bb Mah. Lord, but the dear in- 

© humane Creature likewiſe flees the Sight 

© of a faithful Adorer, who would in- 

© ceſſantly reproach her for her Ingrati- 

© tude! * Iremain'd ſome Days finking un- 
| der theſe inſupportable Ideas, when, at laſt, 
no longer capable of bearing up againſt the 
racking Tortures they caus'd in my Soul, 

| | I took a Reſolution to ſeek, at the Feet 
of my divine LA RA, an Eclaircifement of 
| the 
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the Doubts which ſo cruelly tormented me. 


Being thus determin'd, I departed ; and, 


under Pretence of Hunting, I went to 
the Princeſs's Country-Seat. She was then 
in her Garden ; and to avoid giving her 
Notice of my coming, I haſted thither. 
I found my Goddeſs alone, fitting by 
the Side of a Fountain, whoſe agreeable 
Murmuring excited a ſweet 'T houghtful- 
neſs. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe could 


not prevent her lovely Countenance from 


being cover'd over with Bluſhes. | 
Ah, Vavuprar ! ſaid ſhe, What do 
© you do here? Have you already for- 


k got my Duty 7 and your own Promi- 


© ſes? For, in a Word, the Regard I 
have for you, cannot ſo far blind me 
Das to make me hope, that the Duke 
* will eyer conſent to my deceas'd Huſ- 
* band's Deſires : And can I then give 
my ovn Conſent ? What will the World 
* ſay? I ſhall be juſtly tax'd with having 
* counterfeited a Husband's Injunctions 


purely as a Pretext to countenance the 


* Dictates of my Inclinations. Tho our 
Hearts are made to love each other, our 


© Conditions are unequal : I endeavour'd 


* to fly you to defend and fortify myſelf, 


* both againſt you and againſt myſelf ; - 


* yet Love conducts you hither to ſtag- 


ger ſuch juſt and reaſonable Reſolutions. 


H * Pity 
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© Pity me, my dear Va ux Ar, have Com- 
©. paſſion on me! and, if you are truly 
<. generous, ſuffer not that an inglorious 
© Weakneſs diſhonour me in the Eyes of 
© all Europe. e x | 

Lovely Princeſs, interrupted I, Hea- 
©. yen is my Witneſs that your Honour, 


your Glory, and your Character, are. 


no leſs dear to me, than they are to 
* yourſelf ; and notwithſtanding the Vio- 
© lence of my Love infinitely ſurpaſſes 
an ordinary Paſſion, I defire no Hap- 
: pes a5 Price of your Repoſe. I 
© ſhall” nor, therefore, to maintain my 
© Claim to your Heart, alledge either the 
_ © ardent Paſſion I have always had for 


© you, nor the peremptory Law of an 


© expiring Husband's laſt Requeſt ; that 


_ ©:generous Rival has more than over- 


© -paid me for all Obligations by the ſole 
© Idea of a Hope fo glorious as the En- 
© joyment of what he deſign'd me. Per- 
© mit me, therefore, rigid, yet prudent 
© Princeſs, to die in adoring you; that 
© is the only Felicity I have remaining: 
Continue to ſuſtain the Luſtre of your 
© "high Rank: As for me, I ſhall think 
© myſelf but too happy if, by my. Death, 
© I can any wiſe contribute towards your 
6 Glory. a 


© Ah! 
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Ah cry'd the Princeſs, after a Mo- 
© ment's Silence; It is too much! You 
© triumph ! Reaſon is too weak to encoun- 
© ter with ſo much Love, and ſuch Sub- 
© miſſion ! Well! Vavpray, I will make F 
you happy: I ſhall have, at leaſt, for 1 


© my Apology and Defence, the Com- | 
© mands of a dying  Husband, and the 2 
© 'Tenderneſs of the moſt perfect, and the k 
© moſt faithful of Lovers: But, let us + 
©.conceal from the whole Earth an Union h 
© which may be condemn'd. Here, re- 
© ceive my Hand as a Pledge of the Hap- 
* pineſs which I promiſe you. * 
Am I able, my Liege, to repreſent to 
your Highneſs what I felt at that in- | 
expreſſibly inchanting Aſſurance of my , 
Felicity | I paſs'd fo ſuddenly from the ; 
blackeſt Extremity of Sorrow, to the moſt i 
ſenſible Exceſs of Joy, that this Contraſt 
had like to have coſt me my Life. I threw , 
myſelf at her Feet, and there, by the 
moſt lively Tranſports, -I expreſs'd to 
"her Part of the Pleaſure with which my 
Heart was agitated. Þ | 
We, afterwards, agreed together of the 
Meaſures we ſhou'd take, and of the Con- q 


. 


duct we were to obſerve to keep ſecret 
from the whole World an Intelligence, [| 

the Myſtery whereof would till increaſe 1 
the Sweetneſs. N Lan r 
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I took my Leave, and return'd to Di- 
jon, after my Princeſs had granted me 
her Permiſſion to come ſometimes to viſit 
her, under: the like Pretext, and with 
the ſame- Precaution, till tlie happy Mo- 
ment in which, her Time of Mourning 
being at an End, ſhe was in a Condition 
to become mine for ever. Fu 
Tour Highneſs may well imagine that 

took Advantage of the Leave granted 


me. How ſweet, by the Charms of her 


Wit, and the noble and generous Senti- 


ments of her Soul] did I find the Conver- 


ſations I, from Time to Time, had with 
her! What Reaſons! What Motives to 


redouble my Paſſion, had it not been, long 


ſince, at the Higheſt Pitch it could ever 
poſſibly arrive at ! Inſomuch, that my 
Condition was ſuch, that the happieſt of 
Mortals might have. envied my- Felicity. 
In ſhort, my Lord, that Minute, ſo lan- 
Suiſh'd for, at laſt arriv'd ; the Moment 
that was to advance me to the higheſt 
Summit of Earthly Glory, was denouno d 
to me. I privately repair'd' to my God- 
deſs ; and, before ſhe would engage her- 
ſelf to me for ever, ſhe exacted from me 
the moſt inviolable Oaths to conceal, with 
the utmoſt Care and Regard, the Happi- 
neſs I was about to enjoy. This Secret was 
of ſuch Importance to her, that; to be 
| | always 
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always the Miſtreſs of it, ſhe would not 
impart it to any of her moſt faithful and 
favourite Female Attendants ; and, in the 
Chapel of her Caſtle, an unknown Prieſt 
join'd us to each other in ſweet and ſacred 


| Bonds. 


The Extaſy I was in to find myſelf 
Poſſeſſor of ſo unſpeakable a Bleſſing, is 
hardly to be conceiv'd. To be ſenſible 
of the exquiſite Happineſs I enjoy'd, one 
muſt have been in Love, to the higheſt 
Degree of Diſtraction, with ſome adorable 
Object. I was fo intoxicated with my 
State of Bliſs, that I often beliey'd that, 
to be ſome flatteringy. Illuſion, which, in 
Effet, was an P 
My dear Counteſs gave me the Key to 
one of the Gates of her Garden, in or- 
der to prevent my being ſeen by any of 
her Domeſticks. I always came on the 
Side which anſwers to that Gate, and 
was receiv'd by the Counteſs in a Ground- 
Cloſet adjoining to her Appartment, and 
which look'd into the Garden : None of 
her Women were ever ſuffer'd to enter it ; 
and a little Dog, which ſhe took Care to 
keep ſhut up therein, by the Noiſe he 
made, gave her Notice, every Evening, 
of my Arrival. 

This happy State of Life continued for 
ſome Years, and was ſo far from diminiſh- 
H 3 ing 
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ing the Ardor of my Love, that it in- 


ereas d its Violence. That lovely Prin- 
ceſs has ſo many Charms in her Con- 


verſation, that nothing upon Earth is 
ſweeter, or more agreeable, than her Com- 
pany: Her Wit is poignant, her Judg- 
ment ſolid, and her Humour eaſy, plea- 


ſant, and always the fame. In a Word, 


my Lord, ſuch a Complication of rare 


Qualities engage Hearts by irreſiſtable 


Graces, ever new, and of which it is 


impoſſible to be ever tir d; and, in fine, 


that dear Princeſs, ſince ſhe is at Li- 
_—_— to expreſs her 'Tenderneſs, receives 
the Proofs I give her of my Love, with 
ſuch inexpreſſible Bounty, that the God 
of Love never united two Hearts which 
did greater Honour to his Empire, than 


ours. Nevertheleſs, Fortune, jealous of 
à Felicity to which ſhe had nothing con- 


tributed, fore d me to abſent myſelf from 
her Arms. * 472 1 

The King, prefs'd by the Emperor 
Oro, ſent to demand of your Highneſs 
ſome Succours, of which he ſtood in great 
Need. You took the Reſolution, my 
Lord, to put yourſelf at the Head of 
the Burgundian Troops, and, by your 
Valour, to maintain your high Reputa- 
tion, and the Glory of the French Mo- 
narchy. While your Highneſs was em- 
gat | ploy d 


2 
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ployd in making Preparations for that 
glorious Campaign, what did not my ami- 
able Counteſs ſay to me ! © You leave me, 
then! faid ſhe ; cruel War ſnatches you 
* from my Arms, to expoſe you to the 
* moſt terrible Dangers ! 'There, alas ! 
* you may, perhaps, loſe your dear Life : 
© But aſſure yourſelf, that in only weep= 
* ing the Perils and Hardſhips to which 
* you will be expos'd, I ſhall ſtill ſuffer 
more than you; but the ſame fatal 
Blow which ſhall bereave you of your 
* Life, will infallibly hurry me to my 
Grave! 

Theſe were the Expreſſions, my Lord, 
of a Perſon who was, is, and ever ſhall be, 
the ſole Object of all my Vows ! I was 
ſo tranſported at the moving Demonſtra- 
tions of her 'Tenderneſs, that how high 
ſoever might be the Glory to which my 
Ambition tempted me to aſpire, yet 
the Honour that Fortune could give me 
in the Field, could be but a ſlender Re- 
compence for what I loſt in quitting 
Laura. I muſt, however, reſolve to do 
it. I will not tell your Highneſs what 


we faid at parting ; you may eaſily ima» 


gine, that nothing could be more ſincere, 
or more paſſionate : But I, at laſt, tore 
myſelf from the Embraces of my divine 
Counteſs, and had the Honour to follow 
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n 
your Highneſs as one of your Equipage. 


My Father, whom you had honour'd with 
the Command of your Guards, took my 
Brother with him, and it was not long, 
before we reach'd the Plain of Bouviues. 
This Campaign was as glorious to your 
Highneſs, as it was fatal to us, ſince our 
Father there honourably loſt his Life in 
defending yours. | 

The War was happily ended by that 
Famous Bartle, and your Highneſs return'd 
to your Dominions crown'd with Lau- 
rels, and cover'd with immortal Renown. 
At your Return you eſpous'd our pre- 
ſent Dutcheſs, and then it was that you 
honour'd my Brother and me with par- 
ricular Piſtinction; We had, before, felt 
the Effects of your Bounty; but your ge- 
nerous and grateful Heart, touch'd with 
our Father's Loſs, caus'd you, with a li- 
beral Hand, to beſtow upon us many of 
your moſt valuable Favours; in the Front 
of all which, I, in particular, always plac'd 
the Honour of your Confidence. 'The 
very Day of your Arrival I flew to my 
Princeſs. With what 'Tranſports of Joy 
and Tenderneſs was I receivd ! Nothing 
had ever been ſo moving as our Part- 
ing: Nothing could poſſibly be more paſ- 
fionate than the Pleaſure we mutually felt 
at our Meeting again, 


Our 
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| Our Diſcourſes, interrupted by ardent 
| Careſſes, evidently demonſtrated that we 
| were inſpir'd with Tranſports unknown 
to vulgar Lovers. Since more than a 

Year that I return'd with your Highneſs, 

I enjoy, without Interruption or Diſquiet, 
x the unſpeakable Happineſs of ſo ſweet an 
intelligence. Nothing can be added to 

my Felicity; I love as tenderly as I am 
1 belov'd ; I taſte the Pleaſure of keeping 
| the moſt agreeable Secret in the World; 
nor ſhapld any Conſideration upon Earth 

have induc'd me ever to have reveal d 
it, had not the ill-grounded Uneaſineſs 
l of the Dutcheſs troubled your 'Tranquil- 
ö lity of Mind, and, upon Account of the 
; inviolable Attachment I have to your 
| Highneſs, forcibly compell'd me to truſt 
| you, my Lord, with a Secret upon which 

depends the whole Repoſe of my Life. 


I ſhou'd be apprehenſive of its being in 


Danger, had not your Highneſs had the 


| Goodneſs, by the moſt ſacred Oaths, to 


make me eaſy upon a Matter of ſo great 


Importance to me; for I once more re- 


peat, my Lord, that the Life of the 
| Counteſs, and my own, are abſolutely 
33 to the O ce of your Pro- 

e. | 


Hs VAupRAx, 
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VAUpRAx here having ended his Re- 


lation, the Duke, who had liſten'd to it 


wirh great Satisfaction and Attention, no 


ſooner perceiv'd that he had done ſpeak- 


ing, but, in a moſt courteous Manner, he 
expreſs'd the Pleaſure he had receiv'd in 


his Diſcourſe, * Far from blaming Ma- 
© dame de Vxner, ſaid that Prince, I 


cannot but infinitely approve of her 
Conduct: A Lover fo compleat in all 
© ReſpeRs as yourſelf, certainly merits 
© t touch the Heart of the ndb deſerv- 
ing Lady : Beſides, her Husband's In- 
junction authorizes her Choice. How 


2 py are you ! added the Duke; You 


© taſte all the ſweeteſt Delights of Love 
* Yau have forgot all its paſt Torments; 
© and what, in my Opinion, renders you 
a ſtill more happy Pair, that, ſince the 
Time of your firſt Union, you have 
* both-reſery' that lively Ardour of Paſ- 
ſion which is ſeldom felt but at the Be- 

pinning: It is ſo rare to meet witlr 
* theſe Sentiments, after the Rites of Hy- 
men are perform'd, that no Example is 


* Teſs-common:tharr yours; 


„ Ah! my Cord, interrupted Væupa A Ys 


© ſmiling, the Attachment your Highneſs 
* has to the Dutcheſs, is a clear Evidenee 


* that this Maxim is not general; even if 


* it is true, that ſome Husbands may be 


Mot 


* 
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© met with, who are Enemies enough to 


their own Repoſe to ſuffer a luke-warm 
© Indifference to take Place of an ardent 
© Love. I, for my Part, am too ſenſible 


of the Value of the Bleſſing I poſſeſs, 


and of what I am indebted: to Madame 
© de VErGrL, ever, voluntarily, to de- 
* prive myſelf of a Prize, after which 
* I have fo long languiſh'd ; and my bet- 
* ter Half, my adorable Counteſs, has too 
great a Share of Solidity in her Diſpo- 
* fition, and too much Gratitude and Ge- 
* neroſity in her Soul, not to be eternally 


© the ſame to a Man whoſe Sentiments- 


* for her are capable of no Change: * 


© You are, then, the happieſt of Mor- 


c tals, my dear VavupRrAY, reply'd the” 


* Duke; all Things conſpire to compleat- 


* your Felicity; for I am ſo touch'd at 


© your- Patience and Perſeverance, ſo rea- 


* ſonable, and, withal, ſo tender, that 
© I am determin'd, by a publick Appro- 
5. bation, to authorize the Counteſs in the 
* the Goodneſs of her Choice ; by do-- 
ing which, I will give to all Europe a 


© ſhining Proof of the great Regard I 4 


© have to your Merit, by raiſing yon, at- 

the ſame Time, to a Rank of the firſt” 
Diſtinction .! 

© Ah! my Lord, interrupted VAupxAv, 

* caſting himſelf at the Duke's Feet, and 

dem- 
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© embracing his Knees ; I am pierc'd to 
© the Quick with the moſt grateful Ac- 
© knowledgment of ſo uncommon a Mark 
© of Bounty, and of the undeſery'd Fortune 
* which you offer me. But, my Liege, 
* my Heart, void of Ambition, never 
© a{pir'd to ſuch an elevated Condition: 
© The Friendſhip with which my Prince 
© honours me, and the ſweet Pleaſure it 
© receives from Love, amply ſatisfy all 
© my Deſires: I prefer this State of Sweet- 
I neſs and 'Tranquillity to a Dignity for 
© which I was never created. Suffer me, 
© therefore, my Lord, to continue making 
© my whole Application to remain in your 
© Fayour, and to bound all my Wiſhes 
© in the Poſſeſſion of my Lavzxa's Heart. 
© Pardon. me, then, if I decline an Ho- 
© nour which may fully your Glory, and 
© wound the Character of Madame de 
© Vari. * x9 | 

The Duke, fſurpriz'd at a Modeſty 
which to him ſeem'd ſcarce natural, re- 
main'd filent for ſome Moments, doubt- 
ful what Anſwer to return. By how much 
the more conſiderable was the Grace he 
was inclin'd to grant to his Favourite, 
and the more extraordinary he look'd 
upon his Refuſal to be ſo much 
the more his diffident, ſ-ſpicious Heart 
prompted him, with Uncaſineſs, to pe- 

oh netrate 
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netrate into the Cauſe of what he ſo lits 
tle expected. He, at laſt, fancy'd to have 
found the Myſtery of it in the Accuſati- 
ons with which the Dutcheſs had charg'd 
VauRA NY. This Idea made ſuch an Im- 
preſſion on his Mind, that he began to 
fear, that all he had heard was no other 
than a plauſible Fiction, invented merely 
to conceal real Sentiments. wa 
Thus prepoſſeſs d, he re- aſſum'd the 
Diſcourſe with an Air of Chagrin and 
Diſcontent. VAupRAx, ſaid he; in or- 
der fully to convince me of your Ve- 
© racity, I muſt be an Eye-Witneſs of 
© your Happineſs; I am determin'd to 
© go with you to my Niece : I will not 
© be ſeen; but I muſt needs have this 


© definitive Satisfaction, which, alone, can 


© ſtifle, and baniſh from my Remem- 
© brance the Diffidence which a Refuſal 
© ſolittle expected, creates in my Soul. 

© I am moſt wretched, my Lord, inter- 
© rupted Vaupray, that you ſeem {till 
© dubious of my Innocence, after the Ef- 


fort I have been making to convince 


© you of it: But now, alas! it is no 
l — Time for me to heſitate. I will 
conduct your Highneſs to Madame de 
© VerGt : I will make you Witneſs of my 
© Tranſports, and of her Tendernels : 
© You will, then, be fatisfy'd, that the 

| Dutcheſs 
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© Dutcheſs is deceiv d in taking the Proofs 
© of my reſpectful Zeal for Signs of te- 
© merarious Love. But how, my Lord, 


| © will you deport yourſelf upon this Oc- 


© caſion ? My Princeſs will, infallibly, die, 
© not only with Surprize to ſee you, but, 


© likewiſe, at ſo unpardonable a Token 


© of Indiſcretion in me, contrary to all 
© my ſolemn Vows ; for, to be plain with: 
© you, 1 have never yet dar'd to acquaint 
* her with the Violence your Highneſs 
© has been pleas'd to do me, nor have 
I given her any Notice of the Motives 


which induc'd you to it. Judge, there- 


© fore, my Lord, the fatal Conſequences 
© which your Preſence may produce, ſince, 
© if any Diſaſter befals that Goddeſs of 
© my Soul, I ſhall, for her Loſs, and my 
© own! Imprudence, expire before 'your 
Face: A 

© Fear nothing, reply'd the Duke, im- 
© patiently ; I again confirm to you my 
© Promiſe, with Oaths the moſt ſacred 


' and inviolable; and you may aſſuredly 


© depend, that the Counteſs ſhall not per- 
© ceive my being with you.“ 

© Well! my Lord, ſaid Vavunyxar, ſor- 
© rowfully : When will you go? © This 
very Evening, reply d the Duke, as ſoon 
as ever I am diſengag d from the Croud 
* of Courticrs who beſiege me, 2 
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© ſteal away by the Back-Stairs which 
© open into the Palace-Garden, where 
© you ſhall attend my coming, and will, 
© without Delay, repair to Lauxa's Ca- 
© ſtle.* Vavupray, having receiv'd theſe 
Inſtructions, full of Trouble and Agita- 
tion of Mind, left the Duke's Appart- 
In the mean while, the Dutcheſs, who, 
Madame de LAN TAGE, had been in- 
form'd of the long Conference which had 
paſs'd between the Duke and Vauprav, 
doubted: not, in the leaſt, but that the 
whole Subject thereof had been the in- 
tire Recitak of an Amouy, the ve 
Thoughts of which drove her to Deſ- 
pair. The violent Rage which agitated 
her Breaſt, not ſuffering her to remain 
long in one Place; immediately after Sup- 
per ſhe went down- into the Garden, ac- 
company'd by her Confidante, to diſcourſe 
with her, at Liberty, of the Tortures un- 
der which ſhe labour'd, and of the De- 
figns ſhe had againſt Vaupray. The 
Evening was extremely pleaſant, tho' the 
Moon gave no Light, ſo that the Cool- 
nefs of the Air engaging her to ſtay, ſhe 


continued her Walk longer than ſne, at 
firſt, intended. She took ſeveral Turns 


im the: different Walks whereof the Gar- 
den was comꝑos d, till Wearinefs, 1 
i | 8 | 
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oblig'd her to fit down upon a green 
Bank which ran all along the Paliſades. It 


Vas then the pleaſanteſt Time of the 


Summer Seaſon, and ſhe reſolv'd to ſtay 
in the Garden till the Dawn of the Morn- 
ing. | 

She had been there ſcarce a Moment, 
when, — a Noiſe, ſhe perceiv'd two 
Men on Horſe-back, on the Outſide, near 


| her, whom, as they paſs'd by, ſhe eaſily 


knew, by their Voices, to be the Duke 
and Vavprar. *© This Night favours my 


© Deſign, ſaid the Duke, in a low Voice; 


© under Favour of its Darkneſs, conceal'd 
© from prying N I have an Opportu- 


© nity, unperceiv'd, of becoming an Eye- 


* Witneſs of the Happineſs which attends 


vou. I am ſenſible that I abuſe your 


Confidence: But, my dear Vaupzar, 


I love the Dutcheſs ; Her Suſpicions, 


© far. from diminiſhing,: hourly increaſe, 


- © and ſhe obſtinately perſiſts in her Be- 


© lief; that you are in Love with her. 
Ahl my Lord, interrupted VAavu- 
* praY;, I reſpe& her as Confort to my 
© Prince, but I do not love her other- 
© wiſe than, as ſuch, I ought to do: And, 
© as to the reft, I intreat you to believe, 


© that no Woman upon Earth can ever 


© appear lovely in my Eyes after the di- 
vine Perſon who is the fole Objet of my 
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© I agree, reply d the Duke, ſtill con- 
© tinuing his Pace, that you are the hap- 
© pieſt of Mortals, to poſſeſs a Treaſure 
J whoſe Charms are ſo infinitely enga- 
ging. 
What would not the curious, liſtening 


Dutcheſs have given to have heard the 


reſt of that Conference? But as they ſtill 
continued going on, ſhe was ſoon depriv'd 
of that Satisfaction. Great God, cry'd 
© ſhe, with what Rigour am I tortur'd ! 
* Nothing comes near the Fury which 
© rends my Soul aſunder ! But, nothing 
in Nature ſhall protect from my heavy 
Vengeance the unworthy Objects of my 
* Hatred | As for my own Life, I covet 
© not to prolong it for one ſingle Moment, 
_ © only for the Pleaſure of ſacrificing their 
* deteſted Blood to my juſt Revenge. 

Madame de LanTace, terrify'd at the 
Vehemence of her Paſſion, endeavour'd, 
by all poſſible Means, to calm the Rage 
of her implacable Breaſt ; and it was not 
without extreme Difficulty that ſhe pre- 


vail'd with her to return to the Palace, 
and to take ſome Repoſe. " 


While this paſs'd, the Duke, conducted 
by Vavprar, arriv'd at the Caſtle. They 
left their Horſes faſten'd a few Paces di- 
| ſtant from the Entrance into the Garden, 
and adyanc'd towards the little Gate, of 


which. 
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which Vaupray had the Key. Having 
open d it, he led the Duke to a ſmall Di- 
ſtance from a Summer-Houſe, contiguous 
to the dear Scene of all his Bliſs. This 


delightful Bower was cover'd with a fine 
Dome, ſurrounded, on three Sides, with 


Croſs-Bar Windows, which, from the Gar- 


den, gave free Paſſage to the Sight. 


When the fortunate Lover had, with 
great Precaution, poſted his Prince be- 
hind certain Trees, he enter'd the Cabinet, 
which was illuminated with ſeveral Cryſtal 
Lamps ; when unlocking a Door in the 
Wall, immediately a moſt beautiful lit- 
tle Spaniel ran barking out, which was 
always the welcome Signal whereby the 
Counteſs had Notice of her Lover's Arri- 
val; that happy Pair having never had 
any other Witneſs of their Raptures ; and 
now the lovely Counteſs, with all her 
Charms, came into the Bower. 

The Duke, who, without being per- 
ceiv'd, having a full Sight of her, was ſtruck 
with no ſmall Surprize at the Gracefulneſs 


of her Appearance, and the lovely Figure 


ſhe made, . added new Beauties to that 
charming Place. As for VAup RAY, no 


leſs tranſported, nothing leſs reſpectful 


than on the firſt Day of his Paſſion, he 
caſt himſelf at her Feet, and ſeem'd to 
make a 'Thouſand amorous „* 
N 2 
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of eternal Fidelity and Adoration, no- 
thing of which the Duke could hear ; but 
he beheld the amiable LAURA embrace 
her faithful Conſort, and beſtow on him 
ſuch tender Careſſes, that were ſufficient 
to excite the Envy of the happieſt Mo- 
narch in the Univerſe ; and it may be ea- 
fily imagin'd, that the paſſionate VAu- 
DRAY Was not remiſs, by his 'Tranſports, 
to return the Love he receiy'd. 

But to draw a Curtain over ſo delicate 
a Part of this Hiſtory, the Counteſs with- 
drew towards the Dawn of the Morning, 
and Vaupray retird from that dear 
'Scene of Bliſs, the happieſt and moſt 


amorous of all Lovers. The Duke was 


fo touch'd at the good Fortune of his 


Favourite; that he embrac'd him with the 


teſt Affection, and highly congratu- 
ted him for the Honour and Felicity 
which he enjoy'd. 1 | 
They left the Place with the ſame 


Caution they had obſerv'd in approach- 


ing it, and remounted their Horſes, ma- 
king what Speed they cou'd to get to 
Dijon, before the Morning ſurpriz d them. 

1 le *d with it ſo little Probabi- 


© lity, ſaid the Duke, as they went along, 


© that you ſhould refuſe the adyantageous 
* Offer which I made you, that, with 


* Bluſhes and Confuſion, I avow, I was 
© ſomewhat 
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* ſomewhat doubtful of your Sincerity : 


: But, my dear Vauprar, I am now 
* intirely ſenſible of the Delicacy of that 


_ * Refuſal. You are poſſeſs'd of the moſt 


by agreeable, and moſt virtuous Woman in 
4 the World, whom you paſſionately doat 
, upon; a vain, tranſitory Idea of Gran- 
, deur would, doubtleſs, prove ſome Di- 
minution of your happy Condition: 
; Enjoy, continued that Prince, enjoy. a 
Fortune, by ſo much the greater and 
More eltimable, as you have had the 
Addreſs of inhancing the Pleaſure of it 
© by kceping the Secret of your Happi- 
+ neſs, as an impenetrable Myſtery, and for 
© ever depend upon your Prince's Friend- 
© ſhip, which, from henceforward, nothin 
© upon Earth ſhall ever be able to ſtagger. 
_  Vavpray, full of Acknowledgment, 
thank'd the Duke in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
Terms. He begg'd Pardon for the Ne- 
ceſſity he had been in of making him an 
Eye-Witneſs of his Paſſion for the Coun- 
teſs his Niece. I am not ignorant, con- 
© tinued he, that the Reſpect due to your 
* Highneſs, ought to have reſtrain'd my 
* Tranſports ; but how great ſoever the 
© one may be, it muſt, of Neceſſity, give 
Place to the other. 
With theſe, and the like Diſcourſes, the 
Duke enter d his Palace, and caus d 1 
Mt. | | e 
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ſelf to be put to Bed. He had ſcarce en- 
 joy'da few Hours Repoſe, when the un- 
quiet ' Dutcheſs, whom the laſt Night's 
Words had kept waking, reſoly'd, at any 
Rate whatever, to penetrate into a Se- 
crer upon which ſhe imagin'd'the Felicity 
of her whole Life abſolately depended. 
She was no Stranger to the Duke's Cha- 
racer : She well knew the ſtrong Aſcen- 
dant ſhe had. over his Sonl, eſpecially, 
ſince Age and Fondneſs had increas d 
| his natural Weakneſs: Nor did ſhe make 
any Doubt but that, by her Artifices 


"= "7 'S-- „  ——— — — * 


— 2 A 
— 22 — 


and Addreſs, ſhe ſhould find Means to 
triumph over a Man whom ſhe govern'd 
with a ſtill more abſolute Power fince her 
pretended being with-Child. 1 
ö To this. Purpoſe ſhe came into his Ap- 
partment; and ſeating herſelf upon the 
Bed-ſide, I too inconſiderately diſturb 
your Repoſe, ſaid ſhe to him, with an 
i Air ſomewhat haughty and diſdainful, ä 
ö IIſince, upon Account of your nocturnal 
Excurſions, in which your le 
"Vauprtay enga ou, your Highneſs 
had — in Need of Reſt. 
was a Witneſs, laſt: Night, of your. 
© following that mae Sycophant, 


. 
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© who not only inſolentſy attacks. my 


5 Honour in the moſt ſen ble Part, but 
© has, likewiſe, the Prefumption to en- 
"TI, © deavour 
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: © deavour the alienating your-Heart from 


its Devoir to me. You are in Love, 
Ws added the artful Dutcheſs, exalt- 
g her Voice, and notwithſtanding all 


5 Vos, another robs. me of the 


reaſure due alone to my Love and 


TF enderneſs ! Ts this, then, that ſecret 
© Paſſion which you father d upon Vav- 
© DRAY ? I am ruin'd ! I am betray'd by 


© my ingrateful, Lord, who, not ſatisfy'd 


with baſely 47 5 me to an unde- 
<.ſervin ng | Rival, is ſo ungenerous, as to 
e oyer my Credulity !, For, in a 
E © Word, no longer pretend to caft upon 
our Favo 1 1 an Amour of which 

e is only t Pretext. Without Re- 

8 ene you; wy r,;the audaciogs Paſ- 
* ſion he has for me, in Regard: to, the 
© Miſtreſs : But, deſiſt, my Lord, from 
75 gene an farther to abuſe me thus 
pa Ipably, and permit me to finiſh, the 


*r wretched Remnant of my Life in ſome | 


0 obſcure Corner of the Earth. 


In pronguncing theſe laſt Words, the 


perfidious Dutcheſs cover'd her. Face with 


her Handkerchief, as if to , conceal, the 
Tears which ſhe pretended were flowing 
from her Eyes. This artfyl Behaviour 
bad its deſir d Effect zon the amorous 
* who was 8 mov d, that ſnatching 


one 


ryices he renders 1 1 with your new 
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one of her Hands, and tenderly preſſing 


it between his own, he ſaid; © Mitigate, 
© I beſeech you, Madam, a Grief which 
drives me to Deſpair. A falſe Appear- 
© ance cauſes me to ſeem criminal in your 


Eyes. But, I ſolemnly proteſt to you, 


* that the laſt Night's Adventure, which 
gives you ſuch Umbrage of Uneaſineſs, 
wholly. concern'd Vaupray, and not 
me. It was in order to cure, and diſſi- 
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0 
ſtration of the Veracity of his Aſſer- 
tions; I am, at length, fully convinc'd 
* of his Sincerity ; and now, when no- 


* thing is capable of troubling my Tran- 
* quillity, you are endeavouring, Madam, 


* to make me unhappy, by ſtarting Doubts 


* and Scruples equally offenſive and inju- 


* rious both to my Honour and my 
* Love. 


© What poor Excuſes ! What weak 


* Evaſions are theſe ! cry'd the impatient 
© Dutcheſs.: Do bag imagine I can be ſo 
* fatisfy'd, ſo eaſily impos d upon? No! 


* no! my Lord ; add not the loweſt and 
* moſt ungenerous Artifice to the moſt 
* ſenſible of all Affronts! If your Argu- 
ments had the leaſt Ground of Truth, you 
wou'd, of your own Accord, have been 
impatient till you had nam'd to me the 

| Object 


pate your Suſpicions, and my own, that 
was deſirous of having ocular Demon 


ee 
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© Obje& of Vauprar's Vows, in order 
N acquir yourſelf of a Suſpicion, which, 


© with ſo apparent a Probability, alarms 
Y „ me: But you make Uſe of an imagi- 
nary Object, purely to conceal that real 

* one for which you ſigh. ? 
© Ah! Harbour not, Madam, ſuch 


2 Thoughts „ interrupted the paſſionate- 


© Duke ; I love none but you: Recal 
to Mind the Tokens T have always 
given you of my Tenderneſs, and reſt 
afſur'd, that ſhall never change. Is not 
this ſufficient Or, would you have me 
reveal a Secret, which, by the ſtrongeſt, 
and moſt facred: Oaths, I am bound to 
keep inviolable? * * Well, then, reply'd 
the imperious Dutcheſs, riſing up; keep 

© that important Secret; "but hope for no- 

© thing from me but Coldneſß and Indif- 
Y —_ ﬀ After theſe Words, ſhe ab- 
ruptly left the Room, and went to im- 
part the whole Purport of that Conference 


to Madame de LAN TAGE. 


That adroit Confidante readily conje- 


 Giif'd, chat the; Method ſhe' had taken, 


was the only Way to ſift out of the Duke 
what ſhe was ſo deſirous of knowing; and 
theſe two pernicious Women inſtantly ſet 


about ſtudying the Meaſures neceſſary to 
g by, rake "Rell in order to come to their Point; 


alt of which Deliberation was, 
that 
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that the Dutcheſs ſhould feign herſelf 


Sick. 


In the mean while, the Duke, afflicted 
at his Lady's Diſpleaſure, reſoly'd to ſtudy 
ſome Means to appeaſe her. He &ack'd 
his Brain in thinking upon how he ſhould 
bring it about. He foreſaw, with Anguiſh 
and Concern, that he ſhou'd ſcarce ever 
be able to overcome her Obſtinacy, but 
by ſacrificing to her Vauprar's Secret: 


but his Honour, and his innate Probity, 


not permitting him to heſitate a Moment 
whether he ſhould violate, or religiouſly 
obſerye his Promiſes ; he therefore ſought 
other Methods to diſabuſe. her ; and he 
fancy'd, that his Aſſiduity, accompany'd 
with magnificent Feſtivals, would, in Time, 
diſſipate a Suſpicion which muſt occaſion 
great Uneaſineſs to herſelf. 

He had juſt fix'd upon this Reſolution, 
when VauprAy, agreeable to the Duty 
of his Employ, came into his Appartment. 
The Duke made no Mention to him of the 


Diſcourſe he had lately held with the 


Dutcheſs. He fear'd he wou'd be alarm'd 
thereat, and that he might imagine him 
to be capable of committing a Weakneſs 
from which he thought himſelf for ever 
exempt. 
© Vavpray, ſaid that Prince, I intend 
* to proclaim a magnificent Turnament; 
| * you 
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© you ſhall be one of the Defendants, to- 
© gether with- the Barons de MairLy, de 
© BEAVFREMONT, and de NEUFCHATEL.. 
For three Days you ſhall defend the Liſts 
againſt all Adventurers who ſhall pre- 
ſent themſelves; nor will I omit any 
Thing that can add to the Solemnity 
and Splendor of this Feſtival. Give Or- 
ders to the Heralds to proclaim, 'That 
free Liberty ſhall be given to the Aſſail- 
ants to make Choice of their Weapons, 
whether Sword, Lance, or Mace, every 
one according to his Fancy. I commit 
to your Charge the Care of marking out 
the Liſts, and of getting Scaffolds erect- 
ed for the Ladies, who ſhall judge of 
each Champion's Behaviour, and deliver 
the Prizes to thoſe, who, by their Va- 
lour, ſhall beſt deſerve them; for, it is 
my Deſign, my dear VAupRAx, (conti- 
nued he, inclining towards him to em- 
© brace him) to celebrate the Satisfaction 
I have in your Union with my amiable 
© Niece.” . The Favourite, highly pleas'd, 
thank'd his Prince for the Honour he did 
him, and, making a low Obeiſance, went to 

put his Orders in Execution. 
The Dutcheſs, in the mean while, ſoon 
began to put in Practice the Artifice ſhe 
deſign'd to make Uſe of. The Duke go- 
ing to viſit her in her Appartment, * 
Ce 
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deny'd Admittance, tho* in a very re- 
ſpectful Manner, by Madame de Lax- 
TAGE, who, counterfeiting great Affliction, 
told him, That the Dutcheſs was ſeiæ d 
with a violent Pain in ber Head; that ſhe 


fear'd the Conſequence of ſo ſudden an In- 
diſpoſition ; to prevent which, it was very 


requiſite that ſhe ſhould not be diſturb d. 
There needed no more to drive that 
weak, amorous, and credulous Prince al- 
molt to Deſpair. He immediately went 
down into the Garden, to endeayour there, 
alone, to diſſipate his Chagrin, and to 
wait till the Dutcheſs ſhould be viſible : 
But his Uneaſineſs giving him no Manner 
of Reſpite, he, almoſt every Moment, 
return'd to inquire concerning the Health 
of her, upon whom his own abſolutely de- 
pended. The artful Confidante, under ſe- 
veral different Pretences, ſtill prevented 
him from informing himſelf, with his own 
Eyes, of the Dutcheſs's Ailment, as well 
foreſeeing, that thoſe Obſtacles would re- 
double his Diſquiet ; nor was ſhe miſtaken. 
As the Duke had not been able to get a 
Sight of her all that Day, carly the next 
Morning he came to her Chamber-Door, 


: when, being introduc'd to her Bed-ſide, he, 


in moſt paſſionate Terms, expreſs'd the 
extreme Concern he had been in, upon 
Account of her Indiipoſition, and for 
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having been ſo long depriv'd of the Plea- 
{ure of ſeeing her. 

Bur ſhe, with a feign'd Languiſhing, 
interrupting him as he was about to pro- 
ceed, Can 1 believe, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
that you are any wile ſenſible to any 
© Thing that concerns me, fince I am re- 
* duc'd to the wretched Condition in 


© which you find me, ſolely thro' the 


© Grief and Agitation of Mind which 


#.your Perfidy has occaſion'd ? I lov'd 


© you ; I thought myſelf beloy'd ; your 


© hourly repeated Proteſtations ſtill gave 


© me freſh Aſſurances of it ; and I find 
© myſelf betray'd, at the very Time when 
* my Heart was wholly abandoning it 
© ſelf to the ſole Pleaſure of poſſeſſing 
© yours: But, what-moſt of all redoubles 
© my Deſpair, is, the; dragging along with 
© me, in my own Deſtruction, the preci- 
© ous Pledge of your former Love, which 
* I carry within me, and :which you are 
© haſtening to make the innocent Victim 
© of the Levity of your inconſtant Soul. 
© Madam ] interrupted the Duke, with 
great Signs of Weakneſs, which he, yet, 
endeavour'd to conceal ; What fatal Sa- 
tisfaction can you take in driving me 
thus to Deſpair, by this unjuſt Affliction 
to which you abandon yourſelf? For 


Heaven's Sake, conſider a little what 
* 
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Appearance is there that I ſhould be 
capable of the Perfidy wherewith you 
charge me. My Years, my Conduct, 
and my exceſſive Fondneſs of you, are 
more than ſufficient᷑ to deſtroy an Idea 
ſo directly contrary to what I owe to 


myſelf : And to add, if poſſible, to theſe 


ſo effectual, ſo ſenſible Reaſons, I, again, 
{wear and proteſt to you, that Curioſi- 
ty, and nothing elſe, ſed me to ſee Vau- 
pRAY's Miſtreſs. I was willing to have 
ocular Demonſtration, fearing to be im- 


pos'd on by a falſe Confidence: Beſides, 


Madam, your Inſtigations, as well as my 
own Suſpicion, led me thither. 

I am but too well convinc'd, return'd 
the Dutcheſs, by the frivolous Evaſions 
you alledge, how little you are touch'd 
at the State wherein I am, and at the 
Danger in which, at the ſame Time, 
you involve this, ſo long languiſh'd-for, 
Succeſſor of yours. No ! you prefer a 
vain and fruitleſs Point of Honour, as 
you term it, to the real Repoſe which 
you may eaſily give us both: But, alas! 
my Lord, you never truly lovd me ! * 

Theſe Words ſhe pronounc'd with an 


Accent ſo tender, and fo languiſhing, that 
the Duke perceiv'd he could not long with- 
ſtand ſuch a Tryal, and, therefore, ho- 
ping to diyert her from inſiſting farther, 
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he ſaid, Heaven is my Witneſs, Ma- 
* dam, that nothing can ſtand in Compe- 
* tition with the Paſſion I have for you; 
but can you deſire that I ſhou'd diſhonour 
* myſelf, and blaſ®my Character by the 
* baſeſt, and moſt unworthy Perjury in 
* the World > Wou'd you, by ſo black 
a Piece of Treachery, make me the Ri- 
© dicule of all Mankind, and render my 
Name infamous throughout the Uni- 
verſe ? I am born a Prince; and ſhall ! 
ſully that auguſt Character, by the baſe, 
inglorious Perpetration of a Deed of 
Horror, which will be held in univerſal 
Deteſtation ? Ceaſe then, Madam, ceaſe 
to preſs me any farther, if my Honour 
and good Name are as dear to you as 
they ought to be! | 

This dangerous Woman was too well 
acquainted with the Duke's Diſpoſition, 
not to be ſenſible that he began to ſtag- 


ger; for which Reaſon, re- aſſuming the 
Diſcourſe, without giving him Time to 
relapſe, ſhe went on thus; All that you 


© ſo dread, my Lord, might come to paſs, 
© in caſe I had any particular Motive, or 
© Intereſt, to divulge the Secret I demand 
© of you with ſuch preſſing Importunity ; 


© but, conſider, my dear Lord, that it is 


© another Tour-/elf who languiſhes to be 


* freed from a Doubt which plunges her 


into 
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into an Extremity of Deſpair. It is a 
reſtleſs, tortur d Wife, who deſires to 
efface from her Heart a Suſpicion which 
conſumes her, which inceſſantly preys 
upon her Vitals ! For, in Effect, my 
Lord, what other Motive cou'd excite 


my Curioſity 2 What is Vaupr av's Paſ- 
ſion to me, if I ccaſe to be the Object 


of it? What Satisfaction can I reap by 


diſturbing, by my Indiſcretion, the Tran- 
quillity of two Lovers who are happy 
in each other's Embraces? Recollect 
yourſelf, then, my Lord, and be ſen- 
ſible how weak and frivolous are all 
your Excuſes againſt ſuch unanſwerable 
Reaſons. * 

Well, Madam, anſwer'd the too eaſy 
Prince; you have vanquiſh'd ! I ſee 
you mult be ſatisfy d: But, allow me, 
at leaſt, Time to*get the Better of that 
Remainder of Scruple which, ſtill, is 
warring in my Soul. Think, then, up- 
on your Recovery; and it ſhall not be 
long before I will convince you of the 
Extremity of my Love, by the Exceſs of 
my Weakneſs. 

After this dangerous Converſation, the 


Duke went out: But, the Apprehenſion 
leſt Vavpray ſhou'd read in his Counte- 
nance the Remorſe wherewith his Soul 
was previouſly agitated, made him take 


I 4 the 


j 
I 
£ 
"ft 
| 
| 
| 
ﬀ 


1 
1 
1 
N 
4 
* 5 
i 
41 
44 
1 
i 
f 
(1 : 
4 
4 
1 
£1 
_ 
\ 
_. 
3 
| " 
'q 
| 
[1 
JI 
4 
4 
1. 
! ff 
+ % 
'I 


_ —— — . 


[ 176 .] 
the Reſolution of abſenting himſelf, for 


ſome Hours, from the Palace. In order 


to this, he order'd Horſes to be got rea- 
dy, and, follow'd only by a few Officers, 
he rode out of the City, to gain Time to 
diſſipate his Chagrin and Confuſion. . Du- 
ring this his Abſence, he plung'd into Re- 
ſlections, which fill'd his Mind with the 
blackeſt Ideas. The faithleſs Decd he was 


about to commit, repreſented itſelf to his 


Imagination as a Thing wholly®unwor- 


thy of him: His Oaths violated ! His 
Frobity wounded. by an Action ſo mean, 


ſo inglorious ! Hi Friendſhip ſo inhu- 
manly, ſo perfidiouſly betyay'd ! All this 


join'd together, expos'd to his View an 
irreparable Breach in his unſully'd Ho- 


nour. But then, inſtantly, the arbitrary, 


the irreſiſtable, the impetuous Paſſion he 


had for the Putchess, ftifled. all thoſe 


vain Scruples. He no longer look'd upon 


his Procedure as a Failing in his Obliga- 
tion, his Duty ; but reckon'd it as 'the 


only Means of faving an amiable, a lovely 
= Princeſs, who would not be otherwiſe un- 


deceiv'd : It was an Acknowledgment, a 
Debt of .Gratitude due to the moſt ten- 
der, the moſt perfect Love: In a Word, 
it was a Secret which was to remain bu- 
ried in the profoundeſt Silence: What 


mifſtruſt the Dutcheſs ! Who, alas! is ca- 


pable 


6::!; . WWW WW 


C 177 ] 

pable of reſiſting Almighty Love, when 
it attacks a Heart with all its Power? Of 
this the Duke ſoon became ſenſible by me- 
lancholy and fatal Experience. 

In the Interim, VAupRAx, ſurpriz'd at 
the Duke's riding out without his Retinue, 
contrary to his Cuſtom, could not help 


conceiving ſome Umbrage thereat. Since 


the Confidence he had been forc'd to make 
him, he had been in perpetual Alarms; 
for which Reaſon he, precipitately, mount- 
ed his Horſe to find him out, who receiv'd 
him with as pleaſant a Countenance as he 
had ever done before. 

This Prinee, having had Leiſure to reſet- 
tle his Mind, took the Way to return to- 


wards the Palace. His Converſation with 


VaupraAy ran wholly vpon the Turna— 
ment; and the Duke ſaid to him, ſo as 
not to be heard by any other, That he 
deſign'd to go in Perſon to Madame de 
Vert, to prevail with her to embelliſh, 


with her Preſence, . a Feſtival, which, in 
Reality, was made merely upon her Ac- 


count. Theſe Diſcourſes brought them 
into the Duke's Appartment, where they 
ſtill had a farther Conference, while tie 
Dutcheſs was ſtudying how to complet 
what ſhe had ſo ſucceſsfully begun. I he 
Idea of her approaching Vengeance fillbd 
Fer Heart with a malign Joy, and her 
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Confidante de LantTace, who participated 
in her Satisfaction, likewiſe flatter d her- 
ſelf, that ſhe ſhou'd ſoon ſee the fatal 
Effects. | = 
The Duke, as amorous, and as tender 
as ever, repair'd that Evening to the Ap- 
partment of his Dutcheſs, in order to paſs 
the Night with her ; and it was in the 
moſt tender Moments of his Paſſion that 
this artful, pernicious Woman, puſhing 
back her too weak Husband, ſaid, © Ex- 
* pet not from me either Tenderneſs or 
© Senfibility ; I muſt have Vauprar's 
© Secret: Without that, in al} its Circum- 
* ſtances, never more hope from me ought 
but a forc'd Duty, and even in that, I 
© ſhall know how to retain myſelf. Speak, 
my Lord, continued ſhe ; has your 
© Heart. got the better of thoſe inſigni- 
* ficant Scruples which lately attack'd it ? 
© In a Word, are you determin'd ? Have 
* you made a Choice ? Are you bent upon 
my Ruin, or will you enjoy my Af 
* fetion ? 
© Ah ! Madam, interrupted the ea- 
* ſy Prince, mournfully ; You have tri- 
* umph'd ! Can I hefitate between the 
© two Extremes you mention ? I am go- 
ing, then, ſince it muſt be ſo, to im- 
part to you this important Secret: My 
blind Complaiſance is about to fix an 
| Eternal 


= /.* - 
. Eternal Blot uporr my Memory. But, 
© alas! ſuch is my Weaknef ; ſuch is the 
Aſcendant you have over me! Your 
© Tears have unmann'd me ! But, Ma- 
© dam, added he, with a Tone more ſe- 
© vere, liſten to the Conditions I annex 
© to what I am about to reveal to you. 
* Notwithſtanding the Ardor with which 
* you inſpire my Soul, and the Violence 
of my Paſſion for you, I ſwear by the 
Living God, who is Witneſs of my Per- 
* jury, that; upon the leaſt Intelligence 

you ever give of this Secret, nothing. 
* ſhall protect you from my juſt Reſent- 
ment. Think well on it, then, Madam, 
before you force me to break Silence 
examine the Danger to which your Im- 
_ © prudence may expoſe you. 

* I fear nothing, interrupted the Dutch- 
* eſs, haſtily ; I will, inviolably, conceal 
* this dangerous Secret of yours : It con-- 
* cerns me as much as it does yourſelf. 

© Since no Conſideration can ſurmount 
* your Poſitiveneſs, reply'd the Duke, 
hear, then, the whole Hiſtory of Vau- 
© DRAY : But, before I begin, I once more 
repeat, That if ever you divulge the 
© leaſt Syllable of it, you muſt expect my 
© utmoſt Vengeance.“ 

Having ſaid this, the indiſcreet Prince 
made her an ample Detail of all the Ad- 

ventures 
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ventures of his Favourite, without omit- 


ting any one Particular. Great God! 


What an Intelligence was this to the fu- 
rious Dutcheſs ! If the Darkneſs of the 


Night had not conceal'd' her horrible Agi- 


tations of Soul, the Duke muſt, infallibly, 
have penetrated into the Motives of her 


importunate Curioſity : But as he took 
no Notice of it, he went on, and told her 
his going that Night to Madame de Ver- 
61's Caſtle, and all he had ſeen in the 
Bower. 22 3 

* You ſee, ſaid he, without giving her 
Time to interrupt him, that my Faith 
© to you is preſery'd, to the utmoſt, and 


- © that my Proteſtations of Love are all 


real: But offer not. to abuſe my Good- 
* neſs and Condeſcentjion. The Secret 
* which I have imparted to you, is dou- 
* bly ſacred to me, both upon Account 


of my folemn Vows, and of the Part 


* which my Niece has in this Hiſtory. 
At length, Sir, reply'd ſhe, you have 


© easd my Heart, and diſſipated my A- 
* larms : I am now no longer apprehen- 


© ſive of loſing a Treaſure ſo juſtly my 
© Due, for the Attachment I have for you. 
But how came it that you made ſuch 
© Heſitation to acquaint me with Vau- 
© PRay's Correſpondence with Madame 


de VISIT) It is impoſſible for yon to 


© have 
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have a greater Pleaſure in their Union, 
© than I have. I aſſure you, that I not 


© only reſtore to that, your Favourite, all 
© my former Eſteem, but that, I will, 
© likewiſe, as much as in me lies, contri- 


; bute towards rendering the Feſtival 


which you are preparing, worthy the 
_ © Sentiments I have for that deſerving 


Pair. In the mean while, I wou'd not, 
* by any Means, have you take the leaſt 
Notice to Vaupray of your having 
let me into the Secret: He will, with- 


cut doubt, think he has ſome Reaſon to 


* complain ; nor is he, perhaps, ſo much 


* as he ought to be, perſwaded of my 
© Candour and Diſcretion.” 4 
With theſe, and the like Diſcourſes, the 
Dutcheſs knew, ſo artfully, how to mask 
the Fury which devour'd her, that the 
credulous Prince repented his having fo 


long conceald from her Knowledge an Af- 
fair of which ſhe ſeem'd ſo juſtly to ap- 


prove. But, alas! he comprehended not 


upon what cruel Motives ſhe intereſted 


herſelf therein : Had he been able to have 
read her Soul, he wou'd there have found 


Projects of the blackeſt Hue. 


In Effect, the Duke had no ſooner left 
her, but, going into her Cloſet; ſhe caus'd 
Madame de LaxTtace to be calld, and, 
with Vehemence, gave her a full Ac- 

1. count 
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count of the Important Diſcovery ſhe 
had made. You ſee, ſaid the, that I 
© muſt for ever renounce the Hopes of 
touching the Heart of the ingrateful 
Vavupray ! Let us then, without He- 
ſitation, abandon ourfelves to Rage and 
Deſpair ! I will, by the moſt terrible 
and remorſeleſs Vengeance, ſacrifice to 
my Reſentment two deteſted Enemies, 
who deſtroy my Repoſe, by wounding 
it in a Part ſo ſenſible! Let us begin 
with the perfidious Vaupray ! cry'd 
ſhe: Let my Eyes, this very Day, be 
Witneſſes of his Ruin! Let him feel 
the deſery'd Reward of his Ingrati- 
© tude!” | 
If I might preſume, Madam, to con- 
tradict you, anſwer'd the pernicious Con- 
© fidante, I wou'd do myſelf the Honour 
© to repreſent to your Highneſs, that by 
© Vavpray's Death, the principal Victim 
Jof your Vengeance wou'd eſcape ; Ma- 
© dame de Vert, who wou'd readily pe- 
© netrate into the Cauſe of his Loſs, 
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* wou'd, infallibly, avoid the Effects of 


© your Reſentment : For which Reaſon, 
© Madam, my Advice, fince you have ſo 
© long permitted me to offer it you, is, 
| © That you get both thoſe Objects of 
© your Hatred here together, and then 
© ſacrifice them both at once. * 
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This Counſel ſo flatter d the Fury of 
the relentleſs Dutcheſs, that ſhe determin'd 
to follow it, which, notwithſtanding it 
wou'd retard her Deſigns, yet it made 
the inhumane Scheme ſhe had laid, fo 
much the more likely to ſucceed. She 
had, with this View, the Art ſo to diſ- 
guiſe her Thoughts, that Vaupray, who 
carefully obſerv'd her, to read in her Eyes 
whether his Prince had betray'd him, 
cou'd not diſcover in her Looks the leaſt 

Alteration. _ | 
In the mean while, the Time appoint- 
ed for the Turnament approach'd ; and 
a great Number of Cavaliers, from all 
Parts, being already arriv'd at Court, the 
Duke, as he had promisd Vavupray, 
went in Perſon to fetch Madame de VEx- 
cr, who, notwithſtanding her Inclination 
for a retir'd Life, and her Repugnance 
to all Manner of Diverſions, conſented 
to attend that Prince, tho' with an Im- 
preſſion of — upon her Spirits, which 
ſeem'd to preſage to her thoſe Diſaſters 
which ſhe cou'd not foreſee. She ap- 
pear'd at Court with thoſe Charms which 
had- always made her the Admiration of 
all who beheld her. 'The Dutcheſs was 
moſt profuſe of her Careſſes; but mor- 
tal Poiſon lay conceal'd undcr her perfi- 
dious Embraces ; In Effect, ſhe W 
. the 
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the Day following, to put in Execution 
the horrible Revenge which ſhe had ſo 
long meditated. 8 
The Duke, having, for that Day, ap- 
| pointed a- pompous Cavalcade to go to 
| one of his Pleaſure-Houſes, whither he 
| was to be accompany'd by the whole 
Court, a magnificent Collation was there 
prepar d againſt his coming. The Colla- 
tion was to be preceded by Fiſhing, at 
which, the Ladies, dreſs'd like. Nereides, 
and the Cavaliers, like Sea-Gods, were to 
Fußes in an innocent War againſt the 
Fiſhes of the Canals, with which the 
Neighbourhood of that delightful Houſe 
was embelliſn'd. | 
On the other Side, the Dutcheſs. had 
cavsd to be prepar'd, in one of the 
Courts of the Palace, ſome beautiful Fire- 
works, which were to be follow'd by an 
excellent Concert of Muſick, and.the Re- 
preſentation of a fine Paſtoral was to crown 
the Delights of that Day, dedicated to 
r 
Theſe Things were all partly executed. 
Nothing cou'd be more gallant, or more 
magnificent, than all that paſs'd at the 
Duke's Pleaſure-Honſe; the Honour of all 
was paid to Madame de VRT, and ſhe 
never appear d more lovely than upon 
that Occaſion. 
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At the Duke's Return, the Fire-works 
were, in every Reſpect, anſwerable to 
Expectation, and preſented to that nume- 
rous and illuſtrious Company the moſt a- 
greeable Spectacle imaginable; after which, 
according to. the Deſign which had been 
laid, the Duke conducted the Ladies into 


the Dutcheſs's Appartment, where they 


were to. have the Honour of ſupping 
with her Highne. 5 


After this, that Prince paſsd into his 


own Hall, accompany'd by all the Cava- 
liers who were preſent at that Feſtival. 
He there gave them a moſt ſplendid En- 


tertainment, at which, Care had been ta- 


ken to prepare, with Profuſion, the moſt 
exquiſite Dainties that a nice and luxu- 
rious Appetite cou'd deſire. 
That which the Dutcheſs gave in her 
own Appartment, was nothing leſs deli- 
cate, nor any wiſe inferior in Magnifi- 
cence; that Princeſs deporting herſelf, 
upon that Occaſion, with an affected Gaie- 
ty, and Diſengagement of Thought, of 
which ſhe alone could have been capable. 
In Fine, the Entertainment was no 
ſooner over, but, while Things were get- 
ting ready for the Paſtoral, as a farther 
Token of her good Humour, and to exe- 
cute her helliſh Deſign, ſne wou'd needs 


entertain the numerous Aſſembly of = 
T ies. 
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dies who ſurrounded her, with the Reci- 


tal of a new and gallant Hiſtory, which, 
the told them, ſhe had lately heard: But, 
before ſhe began it, this deteſted Woman 
preſented to Madame de VER an enve- 
nom' d Nolegay, under Pretęxt of making 


her Queen of that Feaſt ; after which, 


under borrow'd Names, ſhe recited the 


whole Adventure of that unhappy Prin- 
ceſs, without forgetting the molt minute 
- Circumſtance, even not the innocent Arti- 


fice of the little Spaniel. 
Then, this malignant Woman, addreſ- 


ſing herſelf to the unfortunate LAURA, 
(who during that Recital had all the Dit- 
ficulty in the World to contain herſelf.) 
Is it not true, sid ſhe, that there is 


© ſomething in the Pa hon of - theſe two 
Lovers of a very ſingular Character, and 


that a Lady, capable of a Love ſo im- 


© plicit and diſintereſted, deſery'd not the 
© Perfidy of that Traytor, who divulg'd 
© a Secret which ought to have been 
© dearer to him than his Life? But he 
© cou'd not refuſe this Sacrifice to the 
new Miſtreſs, whom he at preſent a- 
© dores. ? "i == | 

Madam, reply'd the confus'd LAuxA, 


I that Lover has certainly committed an 
Action oy ungenerous : But this new 


* Miſtreſs of his, whom you mention, it 


* may 


1 

may be preſum d, has paid for that Sa- 
© crifice with all her Innocence. The 
Dutcheſs, ſatisfy'd with her Vengeance, 
would not make any Reply to a Thing, 
of the whole Force whereof ſhe was fully 


fenſible. She chang'd the Subject, and 


thereby gave the diſconſolate Counteſs the 
Liberty of retiring to her own Appart- 
ment, there to give Vent to a Grief which 
ſhe cou'd no longer contain. 


While this paſs'd in the Dutcheſs's Ap- 


partment, the Duke, after Supper, read 


aloud to his Courtiers, ſome important 
News from the Court of France, which, 
that ſame Afternoon, he had receiv'd by 
an Expreſs, ſent on Purpoſe to him, by 
Prritie Avgvusrus. 


When he had done reading, and every 


one was: diſcourſing concerning the Con- 
tents of that Packet, the Duke was pre- 
paring to rejoin the Ladies, when, recol- 
lecting himſelf, that VA U DRA had re- 
ceivd by the ſame Courier, the Detail of 
an Affair of the greateſt Moment, of which 
he had order'd him to inform himſelf, he 
immediately ſent to call him. He was 
but juſt gone; and, upon his Appearance, 
that Prinee demanded to ſee the Letter 
he had receiv'd: But as Fortune, to de- 
tect and puniſh Wickedneſs, ſometimes 


makes Uſe of unforeſeen Accidents, en it 
| then 
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then happen'd, that VA DR Ax, endea- 
vouring, inſtantly, to obey the Command 
of his Prince, and being in ſome Confu- 
ſion upon Account of a Letter which Ma- 
dam de LAN TAGE had deliver'd to him 
juſt before, and which he had not yet 


had the Time to peruſe, made a ſtrange 
Miſtake, delivering to the Duke the Letter 
which was ſent him by the Dutcheſs, in- 


ſtead of that which he demanded; after 
which, ſeiz'd with a ſecret Uneaſineſs, 
which he was not able to refit, he haſtily 


withdrev/, and went where the Dutcheſs 


and the reſt of the Ladics were; but 
not finding L.auza there, he ran to her 


Appartment 


The Due, during this, drew near to 
the Lights, in order to inform himſelf 


of what he defir'd to know : But, Hea- 
vens! How inexpreſFble was his Surprize, 
-when, having broke open the faral Paper 
which VAUuDRAx had put into his Hand, 


he knew the Dutcheſs's Writing, and found 
theſe Words, 


Hare done all Things, ingrateful Tray- 
A tor, to make my/elf belov'd by thee : 
I have not neglected any Thing to make 
myſelf fear'd by thee: Thou haſt reſiſted 
all theſe different Motions. Learn, then, 

this Day, what they have forc d me to do. 
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7 triumph, V auwzar, and my Rival ſinks 
under my Vengeance. I have known how 
to join with the ſubti] Poiſon, which con- 
ſumes her, the Horror of believing thee per- 
fidious. There would be ſtill ſomething want- 
ing to the Sweetneſs of my Revenue, if I 
Mould leave thee ignorant of the Means by 
which I accompliſh d my Ends. I impos'd 
on the Duke's Credulity : This is not all; I 
bad the Addreſs, by ſeigning myſelf with 
Child, to force my weak, unworthy Huſ= 
band, to become perjur'd. Neither of the 
Three bas wherewithal to reproach the O- 


thers. And now, to crown all the reſt, I 


hate nothing more to deſire, than to behold 
thee dying with Grief at the Sight of my 
expiring Rival. e 


Who can expreſs the Horror, the Con- 
ſternation, with which that Prince was 
ſeiz d at the reading of this Letter! A 
deadly Chillineſs thrill'd thro' all his Veins, 
and, for ſome Time, render'd him wholly 
Motionleſs. But, at length, the Extre- 
mity Madame de VerGi was in, re-ani- 
mated his Faculties. He ſent, with Spced, 
to inquire whether ſhe was ſtill with the 
Dutcheſs ; and Word being brought him, 
that ſhe was gone to her own Appart- 
ment, with Tokens of Indiſpoſition in her 
Countenance, he flew thither, forbidding 
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that any one ſhou'd follow him: But, O 
ye Powers ! What a doleful Scene of Woe 
was, there, preſented to his View ! | 

The beautiful, the matchleſs LAuRA, 
extended on her Bed, with all the Symp- 
toms of having but a few Moments to 
live: That roſy Complexion chang'd to 
a Lead-like Lividneſs, and thoſe brilli- 
ant Eyes fix'd with a- ghaſtly Glare, wou'd 
have' melted the _ remorſeleſs Heart. 
'This deplorable State, which, of all the 
Charms of that lovely Princeſs, had left 
nought but the Remembrance, together 
with the violent Agitations of her Body, 
gave evident Intelligence of the Manner 
of Death which was about to rob the 
World of its brighteſt Ornament. 

The wretched Vavuprar, lying on the 
Bed-ſide, by her, his Head reſting upon 
one of her beautiful Hands, was pouring 
out the ſmall Remainder of his Blood 
from a large Wound in his Breaſt, which 
ſeem'd to ſuffer him to live only juſt 10 
long as his dear, and faithful Princeſs 
ſhould continue breathing. 

At this ſhocking Spectacle, the Duke, 
already ſcarce himſelf, ſunk under ſo many 
redoubled Afflictions; and letting him- 
ſelf fall into a Great Chair, he, with Hor- 
ror, contemplated upon this tragick E- 
vent: His Heart was ſo ſeiz d with Con- 
ſternation, 
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) | fternation, that his Tongue had not the 
: Power to expreſs his Sentiments. 
But VavupraAy, looking on him with 


» | a dying Eye; © Behold here, my Lord, : 
. * faid he, with a feeble Voice, the cruel x 
» | © Fruit of my Obedience to your Com- | 
, * mands, and of my Care to conceal from | 
- | © my divine Lavza the unworthy Paſſion N 
i | © of the Dutcheſs ! My Deſtiny is juſt 


© and equitable : I merit it : But, Great þ 
© | © God! Muſt my Death be accompany'd i 
t i © with Deſpair ? I die ſuſpected of the g 
r | © blackeſt Perfidy ; and to finiſh the Courſe 0 
of my wretched Life, I drag after me L 
[ © to the Grave the moſt perfect, the moſt | 
© | © finiſh'd of all Nature's Works! Ha- 
ving ſaid fheſe Words, that true and | 
faithful Lover expir'd. 

* Oh! ſtay yet a Moment, my deareſt 
Vavpray, feebly, cry'd the dying | 
LAURA; our inhumane En<my ſhall 1 
not enjoy a compleat Triumph, ſince | 
I die convinc'd of thy Fidelity, and | 
perſwaded, that the diſaſtrous Fate 
which hurries us both to Eternity, is | 
„an Effect of thy Virtue. * 
* Theſe were the laſt Words ſhe was 
- | able to pronounce, and immediately aſter, 
Death united for ever thoſe two Lovers, 
-" | whoſe Merit and Fidelity deſerv'd a bet- 
ter Deſtiny, | 
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© Oh, Death! cry'd the Duke, tranſ- 
ported with'Fury ; Thou muſt have yet 
another Victim] Amiable, tender Lo- 
vers, whom I, with my own Hands, 
© have precipitated to the Grave, I go 
* to revenge your Wrongs! He had 
no ſooner utter'd this, but, ſnatching up 
the Poniard, ſtill reeking with the Blood 
of the unfortunate Vauprav, he ran to 
the Hall, where the Dutcheſs was ſitting 
_ amidſt the whole Court, and there, in a 
Tranſport of Rage, which quite depriv'd 
him of his Reaſon, he, remorſeleſsly, 
plung'd the fatal Steel thrice into her 
Breaſt, ſaying, .* Take, 'Traitoreſs, the 
© juſt Puniſhment of the enormous Crimes 
in which thou haſt unhappily made me 
an Accomplice !* 
After this, his Rage ſtill increaſing, he 
was about to attempt upon his own Life, 
had not the Noblemen, who were there 
preſent at the Action, interpos'd, and for- 
cibly wrench'd from him the deſtructive 
Weapon which ſo lately had been fatal 
both to Virtue and its Oppoſite. 

He was carry'd to his Appartment, 
where his Attendants were oblig'd to ob- 
ſerve him, till ſuchi Time as Reaſon and 
Religion had ſomewhat appeas'd the im- 
petuous Tranſports of his Soul. 
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When the Paſſions of this unhappy 
Prince were ſomewhat calm'd, he thought 


himſelf under an Obligation to juſtify his 


Proceeding to his Subjects, and therefore 
made a publick Recital of the unfortu- 
nate Hiſtory of thoſe faithful Lovers, and 
of the deteſtable Paſſion of the Dutcheſs, 


which had been the Cauſe of that fo hor- 


rible a Cataſtrophe ; and, agreeable to the 
Integrity of his natural Diſpoſition, and 
the Soundneſs of his Morals, he impos'd 
on himſelf a ſevere Penance, which. he 
render'd authentick, by reſigning his So- 
vereignty and Dominions to the Count 
d AL BON, his Brother, and reſolving to 


go to the Holy-Laud : But, before his 


Departure, he would needs join together, 
in one magnificent Monument, the preci- 
ous Remains of thoſe two Lovers, who, 
when living, had been ſo dear to him. To 
Raour de VAupRAx, he gave all the 
Eſtabliſhments which had belong'd to his 
unhappy Brother. As for Madame de 


 LaxrTaGe, ſhe ended her Days in a Cloi- 


ſer, repenting of her Sins. 
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Inhumane Tus band. 


| UR IN, the Metropolis of Pied- 
mont, the ancient Court of the 
Dukes of Savoy, and the ordi- 

nary Reſidence of his preſent 

Sardinian Majeſty, about the 

Midſt of the laſt Century, gave Birth to 
the virtuous and beautiful, tho* unfortu- 
nate, AMELIA. She was ſole Heireſs to 
an opulent Citizen, who ow'd his Deſcent. 
to one of the moſt conſiderable Families 
in the whole Principality, and was the 
Darling of her aged Parents, who had 
refus'd ſeveral very advantageous Matches, 
which had been propos d to them, as not 
being able to bear the Thoughts of part- 
ing with their dear Daughter, whoſe 
—_ budding 


4ST, . —— 7 


— + — 0 . — 9. 5 
we N — „ 


= 4 
þ 
"DT 
. 

* 
11 


— — nt 
. ̃ L —˙—— —˙ — ˙ .. ² !. — 
2 i m__ e * dy 
- »* 
” 


C 1881 


budding Beauties attracted the Eyes of 
all who ſaw her. But the Importunities 


of Fa BRI CIo, a promiſing young Noble- 
man, of the firſt Quality, were not to be 
reſiſted: And being accordingly eſpous d to 
the incomparable Lady, for the firſt three 
or four Years, they liv d in a perfect Har- 


mony, FARRICIO expreſſing a moſt paſ- 


ſionate Fondneſs for the lovely AuELIA; 
nor was ſhe backwards in grateful Returns: 
And indeed, barring a ſomewhat too warm 
Inclination to Gaming, FA BRITCIO's Mo- 
rals, and Manner of Proceeding, ſeem'd 
irreproachable. 


He had, for ſeveral Years before his 


_ © Marriage, conſtantly paſs'd the Carnival 
at Venice, where that Feſtival is obſerv'd 


with much greater Splendor and Magni- 
ficence, than in any other Part of Eu- 
rope; nor was he known ever to have 


- miſs'd going thither about that Time, 


Where-he generally ſtay'd ſeven or eight 
Weeks; yet AMEL1a never took the leaſt 
Umbrage at his ſo doing, any farther 


than repining for the Want of his Com- 


pany. 


As he was Maſter of a large Fortune, 


gam'd high, and was not always unfortu- 
nate, he made a very conſiderable Figure, 


4 
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and his Converſation was courted by ma- 
ny of the chief Nobility of Venice, and 
others of the beſt Faſhion, 


Unhappily, a certain Senator, of a wor- 
thy Character, tho' not very wealthy, be- 
came extremely fond of our young Pie. 
monteſe, and had contracted ſuch an In- 
timacy with him, that he was never ſo 
caſy, or well-pleas'd, as when he cou'd 

et him to dine, or paſs the Evening at 
is Palace. 


his hoſpitable Nobleman had a Daugh- 
ter, a young Lady of moſt exquiſite Beau- 
and. Endowments, call'd LRONANDA ; 

with whom FARBRITCIO (who had all along 
carefully conceal'd his being married) be- 
came every Day more enamour'd ; and, 
as ſhe appear'd in his Eyes the moſt fi- 
niſh'd Beauty he had ever beheld, he ſoon 
found he was not Maſter enough of him- 
ſelf to prevent his Heart from falling a a 
Victim to her Charms: Inſomuch, that, 
wholly regardleſs of the ſacred Ties under 
which he was engag'd, he intirely aban- 
don'd himſelf to his growing Paſſion for 
the lovely LEoNARDA. 


As for the young Lady, her Judgment 
woas too penetrating not to perceive the 
K 4 | Flame 
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Flame ſhe had kindled in his Breaſt; 
nor was it long before he had ſome Rea- 
ſon to flatter himſelf, - that he was not 
wholly indifferent to her. 


He met with no ſevere Checks, or Re- 
pulſes, for the tender Expreſſions he made 
to her ; and it was with the greater Plea- 
ſure that ſhe admitted his Addreſſes, and 
gave Ear to what his amorous Diſpoſi- 
tion dictated, becauſe ſhe was very well 
aſſur d of his being, by Extraction, no 
wiſe inferior to herſelf, and poſſeſs d of 
a plentifal Inheritance; little dreaming 
of the previous Right Marriage had gi- 
ven the virtuous Aux ETIA, both to his 
Perſon and Affections; nor did he omit 
daily to give the moſt ſolemn Aſſuran- 
ces, both to herſelf, and her Relations 
and Acquaintance, of his Paſſion for L Ro- 
NAR DA, and his firm Reſolution to de- 
vote himſelf to her lawful Embraces; de- 


celaring, that nothing delay d the Con- 


ſummation of his Happineſs, but the un- 
avoidable waiting ' till ſome certain Affairs, 
of the laſt Importance, were ſettled, and 
brought to a Concluſion. 


In the mean while his own Lady, un- 
ealy and impatient at his unuſual Stay at 


Penice, inceſſantly plied. him. with preſſing 
= 


1 'Caor]T 


king a due Impreſſion on him. 


His Anſwers were kind, ſtill feigning 
urgent Buſineſs, that debarr'd him the 
Happineſs of her Company ; and in this - 
Manner he put her off for a 'Twelve- - 
month; and it is probable, that he woud 
never have thought of quitting Venice, 
where was the ſole Object of all his pre- - 
ſent Vows, had not the impatient Ame- - 
LIA, inconſolable at ſo unkind an Ab- 
fence, made it her daily Buſineſs to in- 
quire of every one that came from thence, .. 
concerning his Conduct, whereby ſhe got 
Information, from ſeveral credible Per- 


ſons, of what gave her mortal Pangs. 


FaBxicto's Love for his adored Lo- 
NARDA, was too vehement to ſuffer him 
to keep it a Secret; and, as his Acquain- 
tance in that City was, in a manner, uni- 
verſal, it was no difficult Matter for her 


to learn the Particulars of an Amour, 
which was manag'd with ſo little Precau- 


K. 4 cion; 25 


Letters, to return, expreſſing great Ap- 
rehenfions of ſome ES that had. 
fallen him; having, as yet, no Suſpi- 
cion of his Infidelity. She wrote in Terms 
ſo paſſionately tender, that, had he been 
leſs prepoſſeſs d than he was, her Letters 
cou'd not, poſſibly, have fail'd of ma- 
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tion; eſpecially, as it was uſual with him 


to declare publickly, in all Company, that 
he deſign'd to marry the Lady to whom 
he made his Addreſſes, and ſettle with 
her at Venice, as ſoon as ever the Situ- 
ation of his Affairs wou'd permit. 


This News was ſuch a Shock to the 


| injur'd AmtLia, that it almoſt depriv'd 


her of her Senſes, and, in the Height of 
her Reſentment and Deſpair, ſhe writ a 
long Letter to: her faithleſs Husband, re- 
proaching him with his Baſeneſs, and ſo- 


lemnly proteſting, © That if he was not 


at Turin within ten Days, ſhe wou'd 
© infallibly be with him at Venice, in a 
very ſhort Time after, in order to dif- 
© abuſe the Family he had impos'd on, 
© and put a Stop to the Courſe of ſo baſe 
© and inf mous a Procedure as that to 
© which he had abandon'd himſelf, and 


** which was an Injury that ſhe wou'd 


© never ſuffer. * 


Soon after he had receiv'd this unwel- 
come Letter, he chanc'd to drop it out of 
his Pocket, in his Miſtreſs's Appartment. 
The Sight of it rais'd her Curioſity, and, 
watching an · Opportunity, ſhe took it. up, 


unperceiv' d. 


When 
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When her Lover had taken his Leave 
of her, ſhe open'd it, with an Agitation 
and Concern which ſeem'd to foretel her 
the Contents. Her Amazement and In- 
dignation were beyond Expreſſion, when, 
upon her peruſing thoſe fatal Lines, ſhe was 
thoroughly convinc'd of her Misfortune : 
For, at that very Inſtant, and only then, 
it was, that ſhe began to feel that ſhe 
lov'd him in good Earneſt. 


She us'd her utmoſt Efforts to prevail 
with her Heart to deteſt a Man who had 
ſo baſely deceivd her; but, baſe and 
perfidious as he was, he had already taken 
ſuch an abſolute Poſſeſſion of her Heart, 
that ſhe found it extremely difficult to 
baniſh his Idea from thence. But, at 
length, after many violent Struggles, 
Reaſon got the Maſtery, and opening 
her Eyes, with Horror and Reſentment 
ſhe beheld the Precipice from whence 
her treacherous Lover was preparing to 
hurry her: Inſomuch, that the next 'Time 
he came to viſit her, ſhe reproach'd him 
with his villainous Attempt upon her, 
in ſuch mortifying Terms, that, like one 
Planet-ſtruck, he remain'd utterly con- 
founded and motionleſs ; and, at the 
{ame Juncture, throwing him his Lady's 
Letter, ſhe forbad him her Preſence, 


and, 
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and, as ſhe left him, ſolemnſy vow'd, 
never to ſee his Face again, if the cou'd 
poſſibly avoid it. 


This little- expected Shock ſo ſtupified 
his Faculties, that he ſcarce knew where 
he was. At laſt, ſomewhat recovering 
from his Lethargy, he went home ; bur 
ſo overwhelm'd with Paſſion and Deſ- 

air, that, entring into his Appartment, 
iis Rage was ſo exceſſively vehement, 
that he 2 wou'd have laid vio- 
lent Hands on himſelf, had it not been 
for ſome of his Acquaintance, who, ob- 
ſerving his Diſorder, follow'd him in, 
and prevented his doing himſelf any 
Miſchief, and prevail'd with him to be- 
come ſomewhat more moderate. 


In the mean while, the baffled Lo- 
WARDA, in order to deprive him of all 
firther Hopes of getting into her Com- 
pany, retir d into a Convent; which gave 
ahe finiſhing Stroke to his Deſpair. 


But, in a Day or two after, having 
receivd freſh Letters from Turin, where- 
he was aſſur d, that the too-much- 
abus d AuETIIA was actually preparing 
to ſer out for Venice, poſitively determin'd 
there to ſay and do all that an injur d, 
1 ; | Jea-- 
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jealbus Woman was capable of, when fie 
found herſelf flighted and abandon'd by 
an ingrateful Husband ; he thought the 
moſt prudent Method he cou'd take, was 
to endeavour to divert that Storm which 
ſo apparently threaten'd him. 


As there was no longer ſtaying for him 
at Venice, ny N up his Baggage, and 
return'd to Turin; where being. arriv'd, 
his good Lady receiv'd him in fo obliging 
a Manner, and even with ſuch Tranſ- 
ports of Joy, as plainly demonſtrated, 
that, at the Moment ſhe beheld him, ſhe 
intirely forgot all the juſt Cauſes of Com- 
plaint ſhe had againſt him, never upbraid- 
ing him with his late unworthy Conduct, 
or, indeed, ſcarce ever mentioning any 
thing of it to him; and whenever ſhe did, 
it was in a very mild and jocoſe Manner, 
by Way of Jeſt. ; 


Both her Relations, and his, were daily 
making Entertainments, to welcome him 
Home ; and the whole Court, who had 
Intelligence of what had been tranſacted 
at Venice, admir'd at the kind Reception 
which the virtuous AMELIA gave to a 
Perſon who ſo little merited any Favour 
at her Hands, beſtowing on her all the 
Praiſes her exemplary Goodneſs ws 
rw EI 
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Eight Months paſs'd in a perfect Har- 
mony, by which Time ſhe began -t6 ap- 
pear pretty far gone with Child, and her 
Husband was ſeemingly fonder of her 
than ever. ER: 


One Evening, as he was ſitting with her 
in their Bed-Chamber, he ſuddenly ſtarted 

up, ſaying, he was going to retire into his 
Cloſet to his Devotions, and, at the ſame 
time, advis'd her to do the like; ſhe rea- 
dily did as he defir'd her, thanking him 
for putting her in Mind of what ſhe ought 
to have remember'd of her own Accord, 
and more eſpecially, as fhe ſaid, in the 
Condition ſhe was then in. 


This paſs'd; and the very next Morn- 
ing, chancing to awake ſooner than ordi- 
nary, ſhe was under no ſmall Surprize 
at the miſſing her Husband : But ſhe was 
much more aſtoniſh'd, when, a few Mo- 
ments after, .ſhe ſaw him coming from his 
Cloſet, bearing in his Arms all thoſe Ma- 
terials us d at the Funerals: of Perſons of 
Diſtinction. = 2 


Somewhat diſorder d and confus'd, 
ſhe ask'd him the Meaning of what ſhe 
thought ſo extraordinary, . and to what 

_ Vie he intended to put thoſe Things? 


% 


at. 


L 207 J 
That thou wilt be ſenſible of, reply'd he, 
his Eyes ſparkling with Fury ;- Know, 
Wretch, that they all belong to thee: I 
have prepar'd them for thee, and for none 


_ elſe. This is the Time I have fix'd- upon 
to take a direful Vengeance on thee for all 
the Sufferings I have undergone, and where- 
of thou haſt been the only Cauſe'; and 
theſe are the Wax Tapers which are to ſur- 
round thy Bed, as ſoon as I have ſacrific'd 
thee to that Loſs which thou haſt occaſion'd 
by thy deteſtable Fealouſy. | | 


Scarce had he utter'd theſe Words, but 
the unhappy Lady ſprang from her Bed, 
and, confounded, pale and trembling, caſt 
' herſelf at his Feet, and melting into 
Floods of Tears, a Sight moving enough 
to have rais'd Compaſſion in a Tiger ; 
Alas ! ſaid ſhe, Pardon, my deareſt: Lord, 
I beſeech you, whatever I may, unadviſedly, 
have ſaid or done to offend you. It was 
ond of Love that made me impatient 
of your Abſence, and occaſion'd my pro- 
ecedins more violently than otherwiſe I 
ſhould have doue. Take not away, I cons 
jure you, a Life, which I have no other 
Deſire of prolonging, than to render it ſer- 
wviceable to you, to the utmoſt of my Ca- 
pacity, and to continue in the ſame Fide- 
lity to you as. I have hithertq done, with-- 
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out once violating it, even in Thought. But, 
fill, in caſe the Reſentment you harbour 
in your Breaſt againſt me, is ſo implacable,, 
that it cannot be appeasd by any thing 
leſs than my Blood, I beg you to take it into 
your Conſideration, that you are about de- 
ſtroying your innocent Infant, in whoſe 
Power it has never been to cauſe you the 
leaſt Diſpleaſure. „ 
No ! no! thou baſeſt of Women, cry d out 
this unnatural Monfter, J am paſt Con- 
ſideration: This Moment puts an End to 
thy deteſted Life : When, extending his 
butcherly Arm, he was juſt preparing 
to plunge it into her beautiful, faultleſs. 
Boſom ; but, at that Time, a ſudden. 
Thundering at the Chamber-Door pre- 
vented him. He haſtily went to open 
it, when, inſtantly, a young Damſel, the 
poor Lady's Waiting-Woman, rufh'd in, 
and ran to embrace her trembling Mi- 
ſtreſs, reſolutely telling the inhumane Exe- 
cutioner, who ſtood. with his murdering. 
Hand arm'd with a Weapon more be- 
coming a Ruffin, than a Nobleman, That 
he ſhould firſt diſpatch her, before he 
ſhould offer the leaſt Violence to her 


dear Lady. 


This generous Servant, whoſe Appart- 
ment was ſeparated from that of her 2. 
| Ys 
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dy, by only a ſingle Wainſcot, had been: 

. an Ear-Witneſs to moſt of what had 

paſs'd, and, at all Hazards, determin'd 
to lend her Miſtreſs what Aſſiſtance ſhe 
was able. But this worſe than Savage, 
darting a terrible Look at her, Well, 
then, raſh, fool- hardy Wretch, cry d he, 
foaming with Rage, Firſt take what you 
you yourſelf nrge me to give you, and then 
bear Witneſs of the Sacrifice I ſhall, next, 
make of this jealous Woman, who is far 
wore deſerving of it than you. At theſe 
Words, he ſtabb'd the undaunted young 
Damſel into the Body, who inſtantly 
dropp'd down at his Feet. 


As he imagin'd her Buſineſs to have 
been done, he attempted not to ſecond 
his Blow, but, Demon-like, hurry'd on 
by his damnable Fury, he flew to the 
poor terrify'd and proſtrate Lady, and 
moſt inhumanely butcher'd her, by giving 
her many repeated Stabs. 


When ehis execrable Aſſaſſine had com- 
mitted ſo inhumane a Deed, he took up 
the mangled Body of his murder d Lady, 
and re- conveying it into the Bed, he co- 

ver'd it all over with a Burial-Pall; and 
then, having lighted up a conſiderable 
Number of Wax-Tapers, (all which 


Things, 


| 
| 
| 
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Things, as has been obſery'd, he had got 


ready at Hand) he withdrew, cool and un- 


.concern'd, into his Cabinet, where, with the 


ſame butcherly Hand with which he had 
Juſt before ſo impiouſly aſſaſſinated an in- 
nocent Maid, andhis own virtuous Wife, 
who was ſo well-deſerving of a happier. 


_ Deſtiny, he wrote a Billet to het Father 
and Mother, preſſing them, without a 


Moment's Delay, to haſten immediately 


to his Houſe, upon an Affair of the 
22 Conſequence. Such preſſing Terms 
brought them even ſooner than he could 


well have expected: When this audacious 
and unparallel'd Monſter, receiving them 
with a Countenance full of Guilt mix'd 


with a ſtrange Indifferency, conducted 
them up to the Place where this famen- 
table Scene of Horror had been tranſacted, 


and throwing off the Velvet Covering, 


from the ſtill warm Corps, with an ama- 
. zing Infolence, advis'd them to take Care 


of their Daughter's Funeral. 


Fhe diſtracted Mother, quite bereav'd 
of her Senſes at the Sight of ſo moving, 
and ſo unexpected an Object, with Out- 


eries which pierc'd the very Skies, threw 


herſelf upon her dear Daughter's Body, 
from whoſe Wounds Rivulets of Blood 


were yet ſtreaming, and utter'd ſuch do- 


lorous 


F 
lorous Lamentations, as extorted Tears 
from the Eyes of all thoſe whom her 
Cries had brought thither to be Behold- 
ers of ſo deplorable a Tragedy. x. 


As for the diſconſolate Father, he cou'd 
not utter a Syllable, having loſt his Fa- 
culty of Speech with the ſhocking Sur- 

rise of this ſorrowful Spectacle, and all 

e was capable of doing, was, to wound 
his venerable Countenance with his Nails, 
and to tear off his hoary Locks by Hand- 
fals, till, thro' Exceſs of Grief. he, at 
laſt, fell down in a Swoon, from which it 
was not without extreme Difficulty that 
he was brought to himſelf, f 


Amidſt all this Confuſion, ſome of the 
By-ſtanders thought of ſending for-a Sur- 
geon, to try, if it was poſſible, to ſave _ 
the poor Damſel, who. had ſo generouſly 
hazarded her own Life in attempting to 
preſerve her Lady, and who ſtill lay wel- 
tering in her Blood, upon the Floor: But 
their Endeavours were all ineffectual, for, 
in a few Hours, ſhe expir'd, having firſt 
given- the Particulars of this diſmal Ca- 


taſtrophe, ſhe being the only Perſon in 
the Family who had the leaſt Knowledge 
of it, till they were all alarm'd by the 


Shrieks of the Mother of the poor mur- 
der d 


d 
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der d Lady, for, otherwiſe, the unworthy 


Perpetrator of this Miſchief could not 
have had Leiſure to put Things in ſuch 


Order as they were found; and as for 
the wounded Damſel, tho ſhe ſaw all, it 
would have been to little Purpoſe for her 
to have attempted to have call'd out for 
Aſfiſtance, even had ſhe been able. 


As for the Murderer, the Surprize and 
ſion was too great for any-body to 


mind what became of him; and when, at 


laſt, they began to think of him, it was 
too late. He had fo order'd his Matters to 
prevent his being apprehended, that he 
ſoon got out of; Reach, and arriv'd ſafe. 
at Venice. He had flatter'd himſelf with 


the Hopes there to-put an End to all his 
Unhappineſs, in the Arms of Leoxnazpa, 


upon whoſe Account, and for whoſe Sake, 
he had 'committed ſuch an infamous and 
bloody Piece of Villany. At his Ar- 


rival there, ſhe was at her Father's Coun- 
try Seat, preparing to come to Town: 


But the News of this deteſtable Action 


foon ſpreading abroad, it reach d her Ears 
juſt as ſhe was ſetting out for Venice. 


The Thoughts of her having been the 
Occaſion (tho' innocent) of that deplora- 
ble Fact, ſtruck her with ſuch Horror, 


that 
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that ſhe immediately took a fix'd Reſolu- 
tion of quitting the World; and, notwith- 


ſtanding all the Arguments us'd by her 


Relations, and others, in order to difſuade 
her, ſhe ſoon after retir'd into a Convent 


for the reſt of her Days. 


Her impious, inhumanc Lover, unable 


to ſupport himſelf under this laſt Shock, 


the moſt inſupportable he had ever yet 


met with, made all poſſible Intereſt only 


to obtain a Sight of her ; but being 


_ abſolutely refus d, he left Venice, over- 


whelm'd with Deſpair ; and now, utterly 
out of Conceit with Life, he wiſh'd for 


nothing but Death ; and, tho' he wanted 


Courage to end his preſent Miſery with 
his own Hands, yet it was not long be- 


fore he met a deſervd Fate, being aſſaſſi- 
_ nated by a 'Troop of Miquelets, as he was 


paſſing through Catalonia, in his Way to 


Madrid. 
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NOVELS and POE TRY, 


Printed for A. Betteſworth, at the 
Red-Lyon zz Pater · Noſter- Row. 


I. HE Life of Charlotta Dupont, an 
— Engliſh Lady ; taken from her 
own Memoirs : Giving an Account how 
ſhe was trepann'd by her Step-Mother, to 
Virginia ; how the Ship was taken by 
fome Madagaſcar Pirates, and re-taken 
by a Spaniſh Man of War ; of her Mar- 
riage in the Spaniſh Weſt-Tndies, and Ad- 
ventures while ſhe reſided there, with her 
Return to England; and the Hiſtory of 
ſeveral Gentlemen and Ladies whom ſhe 
met withal in her 'Travels, ſome of whom 
had been Slaves in Barbary, and others 
caſt on Shore-on. the barbarous Coaſts u 
the great River Oroonoque, with their Eſ- 
cape thence, and ſafe Return to France 
and Spain : A Hiſtory that contains the 
ateſt Variety of Events that ever was 


- publiſhed. By Mrs. Aubin. Price 2 s. 


2. The entertaining Novels of Mrs.Zane 
Barker, in two Volumes. 1. Exilius, or 
the Baniſh'd Roman, written (after the Man- 
ner of Telemachus for the Inſtruction of 
ſome young Ladies of Quality. 2. Clelia and 
Marcellus, or, the Conſtant Lovers. 3. The 


Reward of Virtue, or the Adventures of 
- Carinthia and Lyvander, 4. The _ 
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Eſcape, or the Fate of Iſinenus. 5. Clo- 
dius and Scipiana, or the beautiful Cap- 
tive. 6. Piſo, or the Lewd Courtier. 
7. The happy Recluſe, or the Charms 
of Liberty. 8. The Fair Widow, or 
falſe Friend. 9. The Amours of Boſvill 


and Galeſia. . Price 5 s. 


3. A Patchwork Skreen for the Ladies, 
or, Love and Virtue recommended in a 
Collection of Inſtructive Novels, related 
after a Manner intirely New, and inter- 
ſpers'd with rural Poems, deſcribing the 
Innocence of a Country Life. Pr. 2s. 6 d. 
4. The Lining of the Patchwork Skreen; 
deſign'd for the farther Entertainment of 
the Ladies. Price 2 5. 6d. Theſe two 
by Mrs. Fane Barker. 

5. 'The Art of Poetry, in 4 Canto's. 
1 7 "gp 

6. The Litrin : An Heroic-Comical 
Poem, in 6 Canto's. To which is pre- 
fix'd ſome Account of the Author's Wri- 


' tings, and this Tranſlation. By N. Rowe, 


Eſq; the zd Edition. Pr. 1 5. 6 d. Both 


by Monſ. Boileau. 


7. Eſther, mer of Perſia : An Hiſto- 


rical Poem in four Books; by John Heu- 


ley, B. A. of St. John's College, Cambridge. 
Pr. 15s. 6 d. 
8. A Poem on the laſt Day; by Ead- 


ward Dung, L. L. D. Fellow o — 
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2 8 Poeticat Miſcellanies, on ſeveral Ocy 
1 by Sam. Fones, Gent. N. 

11. Owia's Metamorpboſes, in 15 Books 
made Engliſh by ſeveral Hands; adorn'd 
— Cuts. 2d Edition, with great Im- 
ovements. 2 Vols. By Dr. Serell. Pr. 6%. 
155 2. A Dialogues and Debates ; or, 
6: 1 uſeful Proſpect 1 the Felicities and 
= ittomforts of a Marry d Life, incident 
W .. to all Degrees from the Throne to the 
Cottage; digeſted into ſerious, merry, and 


= fatyrical Poems, wherein both Sexes, in 
_ = at. Stations, are reminded of their Duty, 
aud taught how to be happy in a Matri- 
1 . State; in two neat Pocket- Vo- 
lumes; by the Author of the London Spy. 
= Pr. 65. Adorn'd with Cuts. | 
5 13. New Miſcellaneous Poems, with five | 
| Letters from a Nun to a Cavalier; 
33 ich the Cayalier's Anſwers. Fx. 1 8:6 d. 
[I 3 1% Phems on feweral Occafias ; by the 
ner Mr; Fobn- Pomfret. The 6th Edit. 
With ſome Account of his Life. Pr. 2 , 
* 5. Emblems divine and moral; toge- 
2 Hieroglyphicks of 2 Er. of 
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